
Pollinators are a vital part of  our world and are essential for creating and maintaining habitats that many 
animals – including us! – rely on for food and shelter. The diversity of  pollinators in a particular area is a 
key indicator to the health of  an overall ecosystem. Unfortunately, many pollinators are in trouble, with 

populations declining significantly around the world. This episode highlights the importance and function 
of  pollinators, with an emphasis on what we can do in our homes and communities to ensure the survival 

of  these important species.
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Watch-along Questions
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 Pollination is when the              from the                       of  a flower moves to the                       of  a flower.

A pollinator is an                     that carries                from one plant to another to help fertilize the plants and allow them 
to produce seeds.

Early successional habitats, like wildflower meadows, have positive impacts on many types of  wildlife.  Give three 
examples of  how wildlife use these habitats.

          1.

          2.

          3.

Early successional habitat needs to be                            to remain open.  If  left alone, it would become a                           , 
and then and old growth forest.

                           can be detrimental to wildlife if  used improperly.

 Most plants are pollinated by                  , but some are pollinated by               or water.

There are about            types of  bees in the US.

One of  every                        bites of  food you take, you owe to a pollinator.

                       plants require less care from humans because they are                      to live in this environment.

What are three things you can do to help pollinators?

          1.

          2.

          3.
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 For this activity, find an outdoor area with flowering plants.  Stay in this area for 20-30 minutes and 
find as many insects as you can.  Each time you find an insect, watch it for 1-2 minutes and use your 

observations to complete the table below.  Compare your findings with your classmates.  Bonus: 
research the insects you observed.  Were you correct about whether or not they are pollinators?

Type of  Insect Description of  Behavior Observed Do you think this insect is a 
pollinator?  Why or why not?


