
Although our world ecosystems are under threat from a whole host of  varied and distinct threats, there are 
few more difficult to tackle or more complex to understand than invasive species control.  Invasive species 
elimination and control is an incredibly necessary part of  conservation, everywhere from Virginia to the 
most remote islands, and finding a way to control existing invasive species, while still preventing further 

spread of  new invasives, is absolutely essential.
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Most Wanted Poster Activity
An invasive species is defined as “a species that is non-native to the ecosystem under consideration and 

whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human 
health.”  They outcompete, overtake, or cause general harm and disruption to the ecosystem.  

In this activity, you will explore the Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health’s resources at 
Invasive.org.  You can search by the type of  organism or find a list of  invasive species specific to your state.  

After exploring the website, choose a species to focus your project on and create a WANTED poster to 
inform the public about the threat.  Your poster can be any style, but should include one or more images 

and important information to help readers recognize and understand the threats posed by the species.  Use 
the form below for your research and then create your poster.  Share with your classmates and take a walk 

together outside to see how many invasive species you can recognize.

Species Common Name:

Species Latin Name:

Physical Description and Identifying Characteristics:

Origin (where is it from and how was it introduced?):

Current Distribution:

Economic and Ecological Threats:

Prevention Methods: 
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