Land Management

Season Four, Episode Four

As humans continue to move across and dominate the open landscapes of North America,
transforming diverse native ecosystems into managed areas for crops, livestock, or even simply
for aesthetics, our native resident and transient wildlife lose habitat. That is why it is up to
landowners and managers to make decisions to oversee a dual-use landscape, one in which both
wildlife and humans can utilize for the benefit of all.
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Land Management

Season Four, Episode Four

Backyard Biodiversity Activity

Healthy landscapes offer diverse habitats. Wildlife rely on resources available in different areas of

their habitat for survival. Good land managers must understand how wild animals utilize habitats in
order to plan human land uses. In this activity, you will observe your own backyard, a park, or

another natural space and record observations about the wildlife that you see. Complete the table
below, share your findings with your peers, and then answer the questions on the next page, either
in writing, or as a class discussion. Be as specific as possible. You may not be able to identify every

single thing, but get as close as possible and give detailed descriptions. Be careful and respectful,

but explore! Look under logs, inside hollow trees, under leaf litter, and above your heads!
Do not try to touch or hold wildlife.

Animal Behavior- What was Location- Where was the What plants and other
Observed the animal doing? animal? Be specific! (ona | animals were seen in that
(hiding, eating, tree branch, under a rock, location?
running, flying) inside a log, in open grass,

Describe! in a bush)
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Land Management

Season Four, Episode Four

Backyard Biodiversity Activity

The following questions are intended to help you explore the importance of habitat diversity for
wildlife. After sharing your observations from the first part of this activity with your peers, answer
the following questions in writing, or discuss them out loud as a group.

1. What are some of the most common locations (or habitat types) in which you observed
wildlife? Why do you think animals prefer these spaces?

2. In specific locations, or habitat types, did the animals observed there share any physical traits
in common? How do you think those traits enable or require them to use those habitats?

3. Can you make any similar connections to the behaviors you observed animals doing in
particular habitat types? Why do you think these habitats are preferred for these behaviors?

4. Did you see any animals using more than one location, or moving between different
locations? What benefits do you think those animal have from using each of those areas?

5. What connections can you make between this activity and large-scale land management
projects? Why should/shouldn’t land managers ensure that wildlife have access to diverse
habitats?
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