


PRESIDENT'S
YEAR IN REVIEW

Dear Friends and Supporters,

This past year, the Wildlife Center of Virginia stood at the intersection of
compassion, science, and responsibility. Every animal brought to our doors—injured,
orphaned, or ill—=reminded us why this work matters and why it must be done well.

Thanks to the dedication of our staff and volunteers, and the generosity of
our supporters, thousands of wild animals received expert medical care rooted in
innovation and evidence-based practice. Beyond treatment, we advanced wildlife
health research, trained future professionals, and reached communities across the
Commonwealth and across the globe with educational programs that foster respect
for the natural world.

The challenges facing wildlife continue to grow, from habitat loss to emerging

disease. Meeting those challenges requires foresight, investment, and an unwavering

commitment to excellence. We are strengthening our capacity to care for animals Photo: Michael Payne
today while building a foundation that ensures the Wildlife Center remains an
international leader for decades to come.
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We are strengthening our capacity to care for animals today
while building a foundation that ensures the Wildlife Center ON THE COVER:
remains an international leader for decades to come. Bobcat patient #25-3628 gets a check-up.



2025 Patient Admissions

Passerines
(Songbirds)

863 PATIENTS

Acadian Flycatcher 1
American Crow 59
American Goldfinch 26
American Redstart 1
American Robin 101
Barn Swallow 18
Black-and-white Warbler 1
Blackpoll Warbler 1
Black-throated Blue Warbler 1
Blue Jay 35
Blue-headed Vireo 1
Brown Creeper 1
Brown Thrasher 12
Brown-headed Cowbird 3
Canada Warbler 1
Cape May Warbler 2
Carolina Chickadee 10
Carolina Wren 92
Cedar Waxwing 7
Chipping Sparrow 15
Common Grackle 23
Common Raven 3
Common Yellowthroat 2
Dark-eyed Junco 13
Eastern Bluebird 56
Eastern Meadowlark 1
Eastern Phoebe 14
Eastern Wood-Pewee 1
European Starling 29
Fish Crow 15
Gray Catbird 17
Hermit Thrush 3
House Finch 78
House Sparrow 36
House Wren 2

Indigo Bunting 1

Louisiana Waterthrush

Northern Cardinal

Northern Mockingbird

Northern Rough-winged
Swallow

Olive-sided Flycatcher

Orchard Oriole

Ovenbird

Purple Finch

Purple Martin

Red-eyed Vireo

Red-winged Blackbird

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Scarlet Tanager

Song Sparrow

Summer Tanager

Swainson’s Thrush

Tree Swallow

Tufted Titmouse

White-breasted Nuthatch

White-crowned Sparrow

White-throated Sparrow

Wood Thrush

Worm-eating Warbler

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Yellow-throated Vireo

Raptors and
Vultures

527 PATIENTS

American Kestrel
Bald Eagle

Barn Owl

Barred Owl

Black Vulture
Broad-winged Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Eastern Screech-Owl
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TOTAL:

4,288

185 DIFFERENT

SPECIES!
Great Horned Owl 35
Merlin 1
Mississippi Kite 1
Osprey 18
Peregrine Falcon 1
Red-shouldered Hawk 60
Red-tailed Hawk 90
Sharp-shinned Hawk 4
Turkey Vulture 49

Other Birds
413 PATIENTS

American Woodcock 4
Belted Kingdfisher 1
Brown Pelican 5
Bufflehead 1
Cackling Goose 1
Canada Goose 68
Chimney Swift 27
Chuck-will's-widow 1
Clapper Rail 4
Common Gallinule 1
Common Loon 2
Common Merganser 1
Common Nighthawk 1
Double-crested Cormorant 2
Downy Woodpecker 1
Great Black-backed Gull 3
Great Blue Heron 22
Green Heron 1
Hairy Woodpecker 1
Herring Gull 1
Hooded Merganser 4
Horned Grebe 1
Killdeer 2
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1
Lesser Scaup 2
Mallard 42
Mourning Dove 78

Northern Bobwhite 1
Northern Flicker 19
Pileated Woodpecker 12

Red-bellied Woodpecker 26
Red-headed Woodpecker 2
Red-throated Loon 1
Ring-billed Gull 4
Ring-necked Duck 2
Rock Dove 4
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 27
Ruddy Duck
Undetermined Bird
Whip-poor-will

Wild Turkey

Wood Duck

Wood Stork
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
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Mammals
1958 PATIENTS

Allegheny Woodrat 5
American Beaver 5
American Black Bear 4
American Mink 1

Big Brown Bat 60
Bobcat 1
Eastern Chipmunk 17
Eastern Cottontail 579
Eastern Fox Squirrel 4
Eastern Gray Squirrel 346
Eastern Red Bat 17

Eastern Small-footed Myotis 1

Evening Bat 4
Gray Fox 2
Hispid Cotton Rat 1
Hoary Bat 4
House Mouse 26
Meadow Vole 2
Muskrat 1
Northern Long-eared Bat 1
Northern Short-tailed Shrew 2
Norway Rat 15
Raccoon 89
Red Fox 18

Silver-haired Bat 7
Southern Flying Squirrel 16
Striped Skunk 50
Tri-colored Bat 4
Undetermined Mammal 14
Virginia Opossum 474
White-footed Mouse 90
White-tailed Deer 65
Woodchuck 33

Reptiles and
Amphibians
527 PATIENTS
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American Bullfrog
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Central Ratsnake
Common Five-lined Skink
Dekay’s Brownsnake
Eastern American Toad
Eastern Copperhead
Eastern Fence Lizard
Eastern Gartersnake
Eastern Hog-nosed Snake
Eastern Kingsnake
Eastern Milksnake
Eastern Mud Turtle
Eastern Musk Turtle
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Eastern Painted Turtle

N
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Eastern River Cooter
Eastern Wormsnake
Fowler's Toad

Gray Treefrog
Northern Black Racer
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Northern Diamond-backed
Terrapin 2

Northern Red-bellied Cooter 2

Northern Ring-necked Snake 3

Red Cornsnake 1
Red-eared Slider 3
Smooth Greensnake 1
Snapping Turtle 61
Spotted Turtle 2
Striped Mud Turtle 1
Woodland Box Turtle 288
Yellow-bellied Slider 5



A HOSPITAL FOR NATIVE WILDLIFE

Each patient represents both an individual life in need of care
and a broader opportunity to understand the pressures facing
wildlife today, reinforcing the Center’s role as a hospital, a
teaching institution, and a voice for wildlife conservation.

Patient Showcase

he Wildlife Center of Virginia admitted 4,288 wild

animals in 2025, making this one of the Center’s

busiest years on record. As a wildlife hospital, the
Center provides medical care to animals affected by a
wide range of challenges in an increasingly developed
landscape. Many patients are admitted due to human-
related causes, including vehicle collisions, lead poisoning
and other toxic exposures, injuries caused by free-roaming
domestic animals, and entanglement in litter, fishing gear,
glue traps, and other human-made hazards.

The animals admitted in 2025 reflected the diversity of
wildlife found across Virginia—185 species—including not
only common backyard species but also more rarely seen
birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians.

2025 PATIENT SNAPSHOTS
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet #25-0264
Red Fox #25-0338

Cooper’s Hawk #25-0001
Snapping Turtle #25-4055
Eastern Milksnake #25-0681
Mississippi Kite #25-3415

Hoary Bat #25-0429

Ruddy Duck #25-4197

American Black Bear #25-1199
Virginia Opossum #25-3663
Mallard #25-0890 and ducklings
Northern Diamond-backed Terrapin #25-3362
American Beaver #25-2671

Brown Creeper #25-0404



2025 PATIENT ADMISSIONS BY MONTH

During May, we

828 admitted an average of
- 27 patients per day!
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A HOSPITAL FOR NATIVE WILDLIFE

Featured Patients
of 2025

Roadside Rescue

On September 12, the Center admitted
a young Bobcat kitten, #25-3628, found
alone and injured on a road in Highland
County. During intake, the veterinary
team estimated she was six weeks old,
and examination revealed a necrotic
wound on the tip of her tail.

While the kitten recovered from
her injury, the greater challenge has
been guiding her development toward
independence. Staff have remained
deliberately hands-off to ensure she
retains her natural wariness of people,
while still providing the care needed to
develop essential survival skills.

Through remote camera monitoring,
the team has observed the Bobcat
developing key behaviors, including
climbing, pouncing, stalking, and
hunting prey, within a custom-designed
enclosure. She is being prepared for
release in spring 2026.
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Snapping Turtle #25-1859

ded Fox #25-2345

“It’s so meaningful to know we'll be making a
difference and helping native turtles.”

—ALEX OLVERA, WILDLIFE REHABILITATION SUPERVISOR

A Mother’s Legacy

On May 30, the Center admitted Snapping Turtle #25-1859, after
she was struck by a vehicle in Highland County. Radiographs
revealed a fractured jaw and confirmed that the turtle was gravid,
carrying more than a dozen eggs.

Despite extensive efforts by the veterinary team, the mother
turtle did not survive her injuries. Before her death, however,
she laid her eggs at the Center, and for the next three months,
rehabilitation staff focused on giving the eggs the best possible
chance of hatching.

On September 13, staff witnessed the moment they had been
hoping for—the first tiny turtle breaking free of its shell, followed by
12 more hatchlings. They are currently being overwintered at the
Center and will be released in May, carrying their mother’s legacy
into Virginia's wetlands and waterways.

A Community Rescue

In May, the Center began receiving calls about a Red Fox with
an object wrapped around his neck. For weeks, concerned
community members in Albemarle County repeatedly attempted
to capture the fox. On June 23, those efforts finally paid off, and
the fox was brought to the Center, admitted as patient #25-2345.
The veterinary team anesthetized the fox to remove the
object—a broken section of a French drain—which had remained
loose enough to avoid causing injury. After several hours of post-
procedure monitoring, the fox was cleared for release.
A WCV student returned the fox to his home territory, where
residents may once again spot a familiar face—a success made
possible by the care and persistence of the community.



’ : : =
’\ v
CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH

Where Wildlife Care Meets
Conservation Science




he Wildlife Center of Virginia admitted 76 Bald

Eagles in 2025, the highest number of eagle

patients the Center has treated in a single year,
and celebrated a record number of successful releases.

Just four decades ago, fewer than 100 breeding
pairs of Bald Eagles were documented in Virginia.
Today, the Commonwealth supports more than
1,000 breeding pairs, a clear conservation success. At
the same time, the Center’s record number of eagle
admissions in 2025 underscores that recovery can
also bring additional pressures and challenges.

Lead exposure is one of the most significant
threats facing Bald Eagles today. Seventy-five percent
of the Bald Eagles admitted in 2025 tested positive
for lead, underscoring how prevalent this toxin is in
the environment. Eagles are often poisoned after
ingesting fragments of spent lead ammunition in prey
or carrion, or unrecovered lead sinkers or fishing hooks
in prey. The effects of lead poisoning range from
weakness and neurological impairment to death.

Bald Eagles are not the only species affected
by lead exposure. In 2025, the Center detected lead
in 25 additional species, including nine other raptor
species, Virginia Opossums, and Snapping Turtles.
These cases illustrate that lead poisoning is not an
isolated issue, but a broader environmental problem
affecting wildlife across species and ecosystems.

Since admitting its first Bald Eagle in 1985—an
eagle poisoned by the pesticide carbofuran—the
Wildlife Center has paired patient care with research
and policy engagement. That 1985 case helped
lead to a nationwide ban on the most common
form of carbofuran. Today, through ongoing
research and surveillance, the Center continues
this work, using insights from each patient to
document significant wildlife health risks and to
inform conservation beyond the hospital walls.

2y the Eastern Screech-owl, a
hner lead-poisoning patient.

Virginia Opossum #25-0110

75%

In 2025, 75% of Bald
Eagles admitted
tested positive for
lead exposure.

Research on the Front Lines

Each year, the Wildlife Center of Virginia contributes
patient data and biological samples to research
efforts nationwide, supporting disease surveillance
that protects wildlife, domestic animals, and human
health. In 2025, the Center participated in more

than a dozen research projects, most focused on
detecting emerging diseases and understanding how
pathogens move through wildlife populations.

For example, the Center was a major contributor
to a nationwide COVID surveillance project led by the
Translational Genomics Research Institute (TGen). The
Center also launched an in-house study on Chagas
disease in Virginia Opossums to better understand
the potential emergence of this zoonotic illness.

“By studying diseases in wildlife patients,
we can identify emerging threats

earlier and better understand how
environmental change, animal health,
and human health are connected.”

—DR. OLIVIA SCHIERMEYER, RESEARCH FELLOW



Professional
Training

s a teaching hospital, the Wildlife Center of

Virginia’'s impact extends far beyond the

animals in its care. Every patient presents
an opportunity to share knowledge—training
future professionals, strengthening the field of
wildlife care, and carrying lessons learned at the
Center across the country and around the world.

People come to the Wildlife Center at many

stages of their professional journey. Some arrive
as volunteers or students, others as early-career
or experienced practitioners seeking advanced
training. Many return over time, building on what
they first learned here as their careers evolve. This
continuity of learning and mentorship is central to
the Center’s mission and to its role as a leader in
wildlife education.

AL 4 | 4 : ==
Dr. Miranda Bridges, veterinary intern (left), with foﬁ?
,summer students at a Bald Eagle release.

In 2025, we provided training for a total of 70 students, including:

Veterinary Rehabilitation Veterinary Mentorship
Externs Externs Technician Student
including 3 visiting Externs

veterinarians



-.d';ill of the Wild 2025 attendees learn abc

Call of the Wild Conference

he Call of the Wild Conference is a key expression

of the Center’s teaching mission, bringing together

wildlife professionals for a three-day hybrid event to
share knowledge, research, and best practices. In 2025, the
conference included a day-long Wildlife Health Seminar,
offered both in person and via live stream, reflecting
the Center's commitment to accessible, high-quality
professional education.

The conference also reflects the long arc of the
Center’s teaching impact. The 2025 keynote speaker, Dr.
Peach Van Wick, State Wildlife Veterinarian for Colorado
Parks and Wildlife, is a former Wildlife Center student and
staff member, exemplifying how training at the Center
continues to shape careers long after participants move on.

ut treatment of wildlife exposed to oil.

Building the Future
of Wildlife Care

In 2025, the Wildlife Center
launched a new partnership with
Bridgewater College, marking

an important step in expanding
formal training opportunities

in wildlife rehabilitation. The
collaboration introduces students
to the fundamentals of wildlife
care through a combination

of academic instruction and
hands-on experience.

Through the program, students
gain an introduction to wildlife
rehabilitation practices, including
husbandry, natural history, and
the principles of caring for injured
wildlife in a clinical setting. By
connecting classroom learning
to real-world patient care, the
partnership prepares students
for future careers in wildlife
rehabilitation and related fields.

Dr. Tamara Johnstom;-Y'eIIin of
Bfidge\-lvater College receives the
first patients for the collaborative
training program.




Clover

he Center’s outreach team worked to “teach the world” in 2025 by

connecting communities across Virginia with wildlife. Through library

programs, community events, school visits, and on-site tours, Center
programs offered audiences a closer look at the challenges wild animals face and
how informed, compassionate choices can make a real difference.

At the heart of this work are the Center’s non-releasable education
ambassadors: former patients whose stories help translate hospital care into
real-world understanding. Through these animals, audiences learn not only about
wildlife but also how everyday human actions affect the lives of wild neighbors.

“What I love most about working with

our ambassador animals is seeing how
differently people connect with each one.
Some spark instant excitement, others
quietly shift perceptions, but together they
help people see wildlife in a new way.”

—ALISON MEREDITH, OUTREACH COORDINATOR



Cosmos: A Year of Connection

One of the year's most memorable ambassadors was Cosmos, a
Virginia opossum who joined the Center’s outreach team in January.
To welcome him, the Center hosted a public naming contest, inviting
supporters to vote for their favorite name.

During a two-week media campaign, Cosmos appeared on
local news stations across Virginia, drawing widespread attention.
More than 10,000 votes were cast, and the winning name—Cosmos—

was chosen. He quickly became a beloved ambassador, helping
audiences see opossums as important and often misunderstood “Cosmos @ffortl@gs[y C(l])ti\/(ltG([

members of the ecosystem. everyone he met ... he helped

Even in a hospital setting, opossums are sadly short-lived, and .
people understand why protecting

Cosmos passed away unexpectedly in November. In his short time

at the Center, he appeared in 61 programs and met nearly 4,000 our Wil([ l](?igh[)Ol'S matters.”
people, leaving a lasting impact. ALISON MEREDITH, OUTREACH COORDINATOR

Buddy’s Return to Programs!

After years of captivating visitors in his enclosure, Buddy the
Bald Eagle, one of the Center's most beloved ambassadors,
returned to off-site programs in 2025. Buddy’s primary
trainer, Haley, spent months preparing him for travel and
public programs.

Buddy'’s return appearance took place at Eastwood Farm
and Winery, where approximately 150 guests gathered to
see him—an impressive reminder of the power ambassador

animals have to engage and inspire audiences.

Photo: Bill Sykes

Outreach
at a Glance

©

PROGRAMS
219, reaching
10,813 people

@

WEBSITE
589,853 unique visits

O,

CRITTER CAMS
16,956 visitors

®

PRESS

196 media appearances

@

FRONT DESK CALLS
10,666

phone calls received
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BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE >
g

he future of wildlife depends on the next generation

of people who care. In 2025, that future was reflected

in some of the Wildlife Center’'s youngest supporters—
children who chose to donate allowances, organize fundraisers,
and share their concern for wildlife in thoughtful and generous
ways. Their actions are a reminder that care for the natural
world often begins early, and that even small acts of kindness
can carry real hope for what comes next.

--n-u .-..._ ——

“Seeing donations come in from young
THEMLDI.IFE

supporters is a powerful reminder !
of why this work matters. Their '
generosity and compassion give me #
real hope for the future of wildlife and '
the people who will care for it.” [’

|

- AMANDA NICHOLSON, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

Pippa’s Bake Sales

Pippa, a young supporter from Crozet, found creative ways
to support wildlife at the Wildlife Center. Inspired by the 17th
Hatchday of the Center’s education Bald Eagle, Buddy, Pippa
organized a bake sale to raise funds in his honor.

That initial fundraiser grew into an ongoing commitment.
Over the following months, Pippa continued raising funds
through bake sales and visits to the Center, and later baked
a special batch of cookies for the Center's annual gala, where
they were auctioned to raise hundreds of dollars in support of
the Center’s work.

Through her enthusiasm and persistence, Pippa turned
a simple idea into meaningful support for wildlife—an
encouraging reminder of how generosity can grow over time.

Director of Outreach Connor (second from left), welcomes Pippa and her
family to the Center.




Emery’s Birthday Gift

In September 2025, Emery turned his birthday
into an opportunity to support wildlife, raising
$500 for the Wildlife Center through a bowling
party with friends and family.

Earlier that summer, Emery and his mom
Emily had brought an injured cardinal to the
Center for care. After receiving treatment for a
head wound, the bird was released back into
the Charlottesville area—a moment that made a
lasting impression.

“l wanted to be able to make a meaningful
difference for my birthday,” Emery said. “After
seeing the team’s great work, | wanted to

support everything that they do to rehabilitate

and protect local wildlife.”

i .#.‘.1 prefit go to tre N Gefter OF. o
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Lemonade for Wildlife

Each summer, a group of young people in

Harrisonburg — including Eliza, Cora, and Sylvia
and their friends Matea, Kai, and Ezra —set up a
lemonade stand, and each year they donate the
proceeds to a different local organization. In June,
they selected the Wildlife Center as their 2025
recipient organization and donated nearly $200,
turning a simple summer tradition into meaningful
support for their community and wildlife.
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VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT

he Wildlife Center’'s mission would not be possible without the

dedication and generosity of our volunteers. From assisting in the

hospital to rescuing and transporting injured or orphaned wildlife, this
compassionate, committed group supports hundreds of animals each year by
donating their time and effort to give wildlife a chance at recovery and release.

Volunteers take on many critical roles. In the hospital, they support the

medical team with treatments, patient handling, and daily care. Beyond the
hospital walls, volunteers rescue wildlife in need, provide life-saving transport
to the Center, and help share conservation messages with thousands of
community members each year.

Marty

Some of the most vital
contributions happen behind
the scenes. Marty, one of the
Center's housekeeping and
treatment volunteers, often
handles the unsung work of
folding and sorting hundreds
of towels, sheets, and
blankets—ensuring incoming
wildlife are welcomed with
warmth and comfort.

“When my husband and I moved
back to Virginia in 2023, I wanted
to live near the Wildlife Center so
that I could volunteer here. Saving
the life of one box turtle, snake, or
hawk may seem like a small thing,
but to that animal it is their life.
Anything I can do to help the staff
help the animals in our care is
incredibly rewarding.”



Peggy

One of our longtime
rehabilitation volunteers,
Peggy, regularly steps up to
take extra shifts whenever
the team needs support.
Trained in all aspects of
rehabilitation care—including
caring for animals in the
ICU—Peggy is now sharing
her expertise by helping to
train other volunteers.

“Volunteering is such a rewarding experience, not just because you are

helping animals in need, but because you meet such kind and knowledgeable

people. I have learned so much about animal welfare and the environment.”

—PEGGY

Thum

Thum (pictured right), one
of the Center's volunteer
transporters, regularly
drives injured animals
from the coastal regions
of Virginia to the Center,

a commute that takes
several hours. Since 2014,
Thum has transported
177 patients to the Center,
including more than 50
Bald Eagles.

Volunteers
at a Glance

O

300 active volunteers,
including 214 transport
volunteers and 86 on-site

4,600 estimated hours
donated in the Administration,
Housekeeping, Carpentry,
Outreach, Rehabilitation, and
Veterinary teams

@

447 animals transported

Interested in
volunteering at
the Wildlife Center?

Explore the different
volunteer opportunities and
submit your application at

wildlifecenter.org/support/volunteer.

Volunteers must be 18 or older.




FINANCIALS

2025 Revenues

Individuals $1,871,175
Bequests $1,958,579 B Individuals 42%
Corporations/Foundations $307.794 2025 B Bequests 45%
Events [net] $158.615 Revenues by B Corporations/Foundations 7%
Program Fees/Sales $98,824 Category W Events [net] 4%

TOTAL: $4,394,987 Programs Fees/Sales 2%

2025 Expenditures

Outreach/Conservation $1,021,189 B Outreach/Conservation 23%
Treatment $977.416 B Treatment 22%

Training $527.109 2025 M Training 12%

Advancement 431,532 Expenses by Advancement 10%
Operations 5248815 Category Operations 6%

Capital Expenditures $559,474 ® )

Capital Expenditures 13%

Future Projects $629,452 ]
Future Projects 14%

TOTAL: $4,394,987

R = A financial statement for the most recent fiscal year is available upon request
Charity - Gold
Navigator Egmw from the State Division of Consumer Affairs, P.O. Box 1163, Richmond VA 23209,
‘ Gl 804.786.1343. Financial statements are also posted on the Center’s website.
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White-breasted Nuthatch #25-0369
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Stay connected to
the Wildlife Center
of Virginia!

Watch wildlife in real time on our Critter Cams,
and join our email list for updates on patient
releases, events, and opportunities to visit the

Center. Wherever you are, there is always a way

to stay involved!

wildlifecenter.org/subscribe

WILDLIFE
CENTER

OF VIRGINIA

A hospital for native wild animals,
teaching the world to care about, and care for,
wildlife and the environment.

MAIL: P.O. Box 1557 Waynesboro, VA 22980 - LOCATION: 1800 South Delphine Ave Waynesboro, VA 22980 - 540.942.9453

wildlifecenter.org





