
Welcome to the Call of the Wild 2025! 

We’re delighted to welcome you to the 2025 Call of the Wild Conference on wildlife 

rehabilitation! This year, we’re especially excited to expand our in-person opportunities in 

Waynesboro while continuing to make the conference accessible to participants around the 

world. Our hybrid format brings together the best of both worlds — engaging, hands-on 

workshops and dynamic online sessions — so that anyone, anywhere, can learn, connect, and be 

inspired. 

With attendees joining us from across the United States and from countries including Canada, 

China, Belize, and Portugal, Call of the Wild remains a truly global gathering of wildlife 

professionals. We’re proud to feature outstanding speakers who bring a wealth of experience in 

wildlife rehabilitation, medicine, and conservation. Whether you’re meeting face-to-face or 

tuning in virtually, we encourage you to connect with colleagues, share ideas, and take full 

advantage of this extraordinary network. 

We extend our sincere thanks to our speakers for sharing their expertise and passion. Please take 

a moment to reach out to them during the weekend — their generosity and insight make this 

event possible. 

Your feedback continues to shape the future of Call of the Wild. Be sure to complete the session 

evaluations and overall conference survey to help us make next year even better. 

As you wrap up the weekend, we hope you leave with new skills, meaningful connections, and 

renewed energy for the important work you do every day. Thank you for being part of this 

growing, global community of wildlife professionals! 

 
 

 

 

CONTACT US 
The Wildlife Center of Virginia invites you to share your thoughts, ideas, and suggestions. 

 
The Wildlife Center of Virginia 

P.O. Box 1557 
Waynesboro, VA 22980 
Phone: 540-942-9453 

Fax: 540-943-9453 
wildlife@wildlifecenter.org 

Website: www.wildlifecenter.org 
 

Hours of Operation: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, 7 days a week 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/


Navigating the Conference via the Whova App 

Use this program book to find answers to commonly asked questions, read through the program 

abstracts, learn about your speakers, and more!  

Whova Attendee Guide 

Everything you need for the conference can be found on Whova! Use your web browser (Chrome is 

recommended for attending live sessions) or mobile app to access classes, Q&A sessions, 

community boards, and more! We encourage you to click around and explore this conference app; 

for specifics on accessing various parts of the app, please visit: https://whova.com/pages/whova-

app-user-guide/  

Agenda 

There are many features to check out in Whova, but the most important area on which you’ll be 

focused is the Agenda. Use the “Full Agenda” to see all of the available talks for conference 

weekend. As you look at the Full Agenda, click on “add to My Agenda” to customize your own 

schedule for conference weekend. This is also a great way to track the sessions you attend for future 

reporting to permitting agencies! Don’t forget to add the corresponding live Q&A session if there is 

one, which is found as a separate agenda item. Once you have built your personalized agenda, you 

can easily toggle between “Full Agenda” and “My Agenda” and keep yourself on track as you move 

from session to session.  

For all online content, you can ask speakers questions before, during, or after class through the 

Whova Q&A modules, located on the right side of each individual session. See a particularly good 

question from someone else? Click on the thumbs-up “vote” button to up-vote that question. Our 

moderators and speakers will be reviewing all questions, and the up-vote feature will help them 

prioritize!  

Please note that you can directly access all of the Session Q&As under the “Resources” tab on the 

lower left of your Whova conference homepage.  

Community Boards 

Visit the “community” section of the Whova app to access a variety of topics. You can join a 

conversation about a specific rehabilitation topic, education/outreach ideas, or start your own topic 

with your fellow attendees.  

In this area, you can also schedule or join a virtual meet-up with fellow attendees – have coffee 

together one morning, or dinner and drinks together in the evening! You may link up your own 

Zoom or other webinar account if you choose, or use Whova’s virtual meeting room for up to 20 

people.  

Handouts 

Handouts can be downloaded directly from each session within the agenda. Simply scroll down as 

you are watching each session and click on the handouts to read and/or save. Handouts can also be 

accessed by visiting “documents” located in the “Resources” section on the conference homepage 

on Whova.   

https://whova.com/pages/whova-app-user-guide/
https://whova.com/pages/whova-app-user-guide/


Certificates of Attendance 

General certificates of attendance will be emailed individually to all participants in early December. 

Each day of the conference is worth at least 6 hours of CE, which will be noted on certificates.  

Please note that we are unable to track which particular sessions you attend as a conference 

participant. If you need to report specific class attendance to your permitting agency, use the grids in 

this program book to mark and track your attendance. You can also easily maintain this information 

on the Whova conference app by using “My Agenda.” Once you have built your personalized 

agenda, you can easily print or screenshot “My Agenda” for any additional reporting requirements 

for your agency.  

Veterinary CE: According to Virginia Administrative Code 18VAC150-20-70, approved continuing 

education credit is given to veterinarians and technicians for courses related to the treatment and 

care of patients and clinical courses in veterinary medicine or veterinary technology or courses that 

enhance patient safety, such as medical recordkeeping or compliance with requirements of the 

Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA). In addition, the Call of the Wild conference 

is sponsored by the state government agency, Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources. While the 

Board of Veterinary Medicine in Virginia does not “approve” continuing education courses or 

programs, if the course meets the requirements of the regulations, then the Board will accept the 

continuing education. 

Center staff have determined a total of 21 hours of lectures are veterinary-taught classes that pertain 

to the treatment and care of patients, and/or are clinical courses in wildlife medicine. A total of 6.5 

hours are available Friday, 6 hours are available Saturday, and 8.5 hours are available Sunday. These 

sessions are marked with a ** in this program book and in Whova. If you are a veterinary 

professional, please email edu@wildlifecenter.org for a specialized certificate.  

Animal Control Officer CE: All lectures and workshops are approved CE for Animal Control 

Officer training in Virginia, through the VDACS Office of Animal Care.  

Scholarships 

A number of scholarships were awarded this year for conference attendance. Rehabitat 

Pennsylvania Rehabilitation scholarships are offered to permitted Pennsylvania wildlife 

rehabilitators, veterinarians who work with a rehabilitator, and/or permitted capture and transport 

(C&T) permittees. Maryland Wildlife Rehabilitators Association (MWRA) scholarships are 

offered to MWRA members. The Virginia Veterinary Medical Association (VVMA) scholarships 

are offered to veterinary students currently enrolled in a DVM/VMD program.  

New Jersey Association of Wildlife Rehabilitators (NJAWR) scholarships are offered to 

NJAWR members for the 2026 Call of the Wild conference – check out their application online! A big 

thank you to the scholarship funders and congratulations to the recipients! To learn more about 

scholarship opportunities, please contact the Center at edu@wildlifecenter.org.  

Door Prizes 

A number of companies from around the country have donated door prizes for this year’s 

conference. Each day of the conference, we’ll randomly draw names from all registered attendees for 

mailto:edu@wildlifecenter.org
https://njawr.com/2022/09/17/njawr-scholarships-deadline-october-31-2021/#:~:text=NJAWR%20SCHOLARSHIPS:%20deadline%20November%207th,after%20proof%20of%20conference%20attendance.
mailto:edu@wildlifecenter.org


door prizes! Online winners will be announced on the Whova Community Board, so be sure to 

check the app daily to see if your name is posted.  

Session Feedback & Conference Survey  

Please let us know what you think about this year’s topics and speakers! In each session, you’ll find a 

“rate session” button, which will be available for you to fill out after watching the class. Whether 

you’re joining us in person or online, please use the Whova app to share your feedback — even in-

person attendees can rate sessions right from their phones! 

You’ll also find a general conference survey in Whova under “Resources.” We’d love to hear your 

thoughts on this year’s event and your ideas for topics you’d like to see next year. Your feedback 

truly helps shape future conferences! 

Sponsors 

A special thank you to our sponsors, Atlantic Union Bank, the Virginia Department of Wildlife 

Resources, Blue Ridge Event Productions, and the Virginia Veterinary Medical Association. 

 



  



  



     

 

  



Call of the Wild Conference: November 21-23, 2025 

Friday, November 21: In person and live-streamed online  

Wildlife Health Today: Disease, Biosecurity, and One Health Perspectives Seminar (6.5 

hours) 

This full-day seminar brings together experts from across fields—wildlife medicine, public health, 

disease ecology, research, and public outreach—to explore the rapidly shifting landscape of wildlife 

health. As emerging diseases continue to challenge professionals across sectors, this seminar offers a 

timely look at current threats, response strategies, and the importance of collaboration in navigating 

complex health issues. 

The day opens with a keynote grounded in One Health themes, setting the tone for a morning of 

presentations on regional disease surveillance, zoonotic risks, and the roles of public health and 

education in disease response. The afternoon shifts to the practical realities of wildlife 

rehabilitation—biosecurity challenges, intake triage, and navigating disease outbreaks in care 

facilities. The day wraps with a look at emerging research and surveillance efforts, highlighting how 

rehabilitators contribute to the broader understanding of wildlife health. 

Participants gain a deeper understanding of current disease threats, strategies for prevention and 

response, and the value of collaboration across disciplines. Sessions blend expert insight with real-

world perspectives from professionals working on the front lines of wildlife health. 

Topics include: 

 Regional wildlife disease trends and surveillance efforts 

 Zoonotic disease risks and public health partnerships 

 Communicating disease risk to the public and stakeholders 

 Intake triage, SOP development, and biosecurity planning in rehabilitation facilities 

 Collaborative approaches to research and preparedness 

 

This seminar is designed for wildlife rehabilitators, veterinarians, agency staff, educators, and others 

working at the intersection of wildlife health, public safety, and environmental stewardship. 

Peach van Wick, DVM, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, vanwick07@yahoo.com 

John Tracey, DVM, Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources, john.tracey@dwr.virginia.gov 

Alexandra Lombard, MS, Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources, alexandra.lombard@dwr.virginia.gov 

Julia Murphy, DVM, MS, DACVPM, Virginia Department of Health, julia.murphy@vdh.virginia.gov 

Tracy Woodall, DVM, MPH, Virginia Department of Health, tracy.woodall@vdh.virginia.gov 

Erica Miller, DVM, Wildlife Futures Program, University of Pennsylvania, erica@jfrink.com 

Karra Pierce, DVM, CWR, DACVPM, Wildlife Center of Virginia, kpierce@wildlifecenter.org 

Jennifer Riley, DVM, Blue Ridge Wildlife Center, drjen@blueridgewildlifectr.org 

Sarah Sirica, DVM, MPH, CWR, City Wildlife, sarah.sirica@citywildlife.org 

Jess Ransier, LVT, CWR, Wildlife Center of Virginia, jdyer@wildlifecenter.org 

Jeff Gruntmeir, MS, PhD, Emerging Pathogens Institute, University of Florida, jgruntmeir@ufl.edu 

mailto:vanwick07@yahoo.com
mailto:john.tracey@dwr.virginia.gov
mailto:alexandra.lombard@dwr.virginia.gov
mailto:julia.murphy@vdh.virginia.gov
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Saturday, November 22: In person  

Communications Seminar: Sharing Your Story for Greater Impact (4.5 hours) 

Clear, effective communication is essential for anyone working in the nonprofit and wildlife fields—

whether you are connecting with your community, building support for your work, or strengthening 

your organization’s impact. This seminar brings together experienced professionals from within 

wildlife rehabilitation, as well as the broader nonprofit world, to explore the power of storytelling, 

strategies for engaging communities, and practical approaches for outreach. 

Through presentations, a media panel, and open discussion, participants gain insights into what 

makes a story resonate, how to pitch ideas to reporters, and how communication advances both 

daily work and long-term goals. Attendees leave with practical ideas they can adapt to their own 

organizations, as well as new connections to continue the conversation beyond the seminar. 

 

Tasha Durrett, Senior Communications Manager, Southern Environmental Law Center, tdurrett@selc.org 

Chris Lassiter, Direction of Engagement & Inclusion, Community Foundation of the Central Blue Ridge, 

classiter@cfcbr.org 

Connor Gillespie, Director of Outreach, Wildlife Center of Virginia, cgillespie@wildlifecenter.org 

 

Wildlife Rehab 101 Workshop: Physical Exams, Bandaging, and Fluid Therapy for Birds, 

Mammals, and Reptiles (3 hours) 

This three-hour workshop introduces core skills used in the early care of wild animals. Participants 

will receive instruction and hands-on practice in performing basic physical exams, applying simple 

bandages, and administering fluid therapy to birds, mammals, and reptiles. The focus will be on 

straightforward, practical techniques commonly used in triage and stabilization. This session is ideal 

for those new to wildlife rehabilitation or looking to refresh foundational skills. 

Karra Pierce, DVM, CWR, DACVPM, Wildlife Center of Virginia, kpierce@wildlifecenter.org 

From Policy to Practice Workshop: Identifying Biosecurity Risks and Applying Real 

Solutions in Wildlife Rehabilitation Settings (3 hours) 

This interactive workshop invites participants to explore real-world biosecurity challenges 

commonly faced in wildlife rehabilitation settings. Through scenario-based group discussions and a 

live demonstration simulating pathogen transmission within a wildlife care facility, attendees will 

gain hands-on experience in identifying high-risk areas and selecting appropriate disinfectants 

tailored to specific environments. The session emphasizes practical application of One Health 

principles, equipping participants with foundational knowledge and skills to develop or enhance 

biosecurity protocols in their own facilities. 

Jess Ransier, LVT, CWR, Wildlife Center of Virginia, jdyer@wildlifecenter.org 

Introduction to Oiled Wildlife Response Workshop (8 hours) 

Oiled wildlife response is a highly specialized field that requires specific training, permits, and 

equipment to safely care for contaminated wildlife. This eight-hour workshop, led by instructors 

from Tri-State Bird Rescue & Research (TSBRR), provides participants with an introductory 

mailto:tdurrett@selc.org
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mailto:kpierce@wildlifecenter.org
mailto:jdyer@wildlifecenter.org


understanding of oiled wildlife response and the role that local wildlife rehabilitators can play during 

a spill event. 

The session will include a combination of presentations and hands-on activities, covering key topics 

such as: 

 Wildlife response notification procedures 

 Overview of wildlife regulations and trustee agencies 

 Human health and safety considerations 

 Wildlife field capture and transport operations 

 Data collection and chain of custody 

 Wildlife response facility requirements 

 Key considerations for animal care in an oiled wildlife setting 

Please note: This training is not a qualification to independently respond to an oil spill event. 

Katlyn Muse, Operations Coordinator, Tri-State Bird Rescue & Research, Inc., kmuse@tristatebird.org 

Jessica Slutter, Oil Programs Manager, Tri-State Bird Rescue & Research, jslutter@tristatebird.org 
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Sunday, November 23: online  

Rat Poison Roundup (60 mins)  

Rodenticides are used globally to reduce unwanted populations of rats, mice, ground squirrels, and 

other “nuisance” animals. As a consequence of widespread use, ready availability, and dangerous 

marketing tactics, these poisons are commonly found in the environment and impact a wide variety 

of non-target species, in both rural and urban environments. For this reason, it is essential that 

wildlife rehabilitators understand which rodenticides are commercially available, recognize 

appropriate methods for managing rodent populations, and—most importantly—develop best 

practices for diagnosing and treating rodenticide poisoning in wildlife patients. 

Sarah Sirica, DVM, MPH, CWR, City Wildlife, sarah.sirica@citywildlife.org 

A Bird's Eye View: Everything You Need to Know About Raptor Ophthalmology (60 mins) 

Vision plays a vital role in nearly every aspect of raptor life history. From precision hunting against 

complex natural backgrounds to selecting mates, these species rely on exceptional visual acuity for 

survival. Consequently, even minor ocular injuries can significantly impact a raptor’s functional 

ability and chances of successful rehabilitation. This presentation offers practical guidance on 

performing thorough ocular examinations, recognizing species-specific ophthalmic anatomy, and 

identifying common ocular injuries and diseases. Emphasis is placed on diagnostic techniques, 

established and emerging medical and surgical treatment options, and important considerations for 

rehabilitation. By advancing our understanding and management of raptor vision, we can greatly 

improve outcomes for these visually dependent predators.  

Olivia Galeuzzi, DVM, Wildlife Center of Virginia, ogaleuzzi@wildlifecenter.org 

Avian Wound Healing and Management (60 mins) 

Effective wound management in avian patients requires a thorough understanding of the 

mechanisms of wound healing in birds, as well as familiarity with available treatment options. This 

presentation reviews the most common types of wounds found in wild birds, diagnostic techniques, 

and medical and surgical treatment options for wound care. The focus is on wound physiology and 

the healing process in avian patients. While bandaging options are mentioned, this lecture does not 

provide instruction on bandaging techniques. 

Tracey Ritzman, DVM, Dipl. ABVP, Carolina Raptor Center, Whole Pet Veterinary Hospital-Mountain 

Island, Charlotte, N.C., avianvet@aol.com 

Troubleshooting Inappetence: Practical Feeding Strategies for Wildlife in Critical Care (60 

mins) 

High stress, debilitated, and/or injured wild patients commonly experience inappetence at some 

point during their rehabilitation process. This presentation explores underlying causes of 

inappetence, and provides practical strategies to nutritionally support anorexic patients. Topics 

include non-invasive intervention techniques to encourage appetite, the use of allometric food 

calculators to ensure patients receive adequate nutrition, and the recognition and treatment of 

clinical emaciation. The presentation also covers assisted and enteral feeding techniques for patients 

that require further intervention. 

Lillian Farmer, LVT, CWR, Wildlife Center of Virginia, lfarmer@wildlifecenter.org 

mailto:sarah.sirica@citywildlife.org
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Listening to Non-Verbal Communication (30 mins) 

This presentation focuses on recognizing and interpreting the non-verbal communication of a 

variety of wildlife species. Through discussion of patient cases, it highlights how animals express 

their needs through body language and other behavioral cues. Understanding and interpreting these 

cues enables caretakers to go beyond basic husbandry, tailoring support to the specific needs of each 

patient and ultimately improving their ability to thrive until release back into the wild. 

Sarah Densmore, Wildlife Rehabilitator, Wildlife Center of Virginia, sdensmore@wildlifecenter.org 

Echoes of the Wild: Cultivating Natural Behaviors of Songbirds (30 mins) 

Successful songbird rehabilitation hinges on meeting species-specific needs for housing, diet, and 

social structure. This presentation introduces an outcome-based husbandry approach that moves 

beyond traditional methods by focusing on specific behavioral outcomes achieved through 

thoughtfully designed enclosures, enrichment, and feeding strategies. The discussion includes 

examples—such as providing ridged walls for woodpeckers or chimney boxes for swifts—of 

enclosure designs that support the expression of natural behaviors and highlights innovative 

enrichment practices. 

By fostering natural and species-appropriate behaviors, this outcome-based approach enhances 

rehabilitation success and improves the likelihood of successful reintroduction to the wild.  

Aanya Belsare, Rehabilitation Intern, Wildlife Center of Virginia, abelsare@wildlifecenter.org 

Basics on Adult Insectivorous Bat Care (60 mins) 

Bats are fascinating creatures and can be challenging patients in a busy rehabilitation setting. This 

lecture covers bat behavior and stress in rehabilitation, providing an overview of how the Wildlife 

Rehabilitation Center of Minnesota manages bats in a high-volume center, including common case 

presentations. Because Big Brown Bats represent the most frequently admitted species, they serve as 

the primary focus. 

Brittany Turner, Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Minnesota, brittany@wrcmn.org 

Intentional Impact: Structuring Wildlife Education Programs with Ambassador Animals in 

Rehabilitation and Outreach Settings (60 mins) 

For wildlife rehabilitators and educators, public outreach and animal ambassadors serve as a 

powerful extension of their mission, creating opportunities to inspire understanding, compassion, 

and conservation action. This presentation outlines the key considerations Wildlife Center of 

Virginia staff apply when scheduling, organizing, and delivering outreach programs that effectively 

incorporate non-releasable ambassador animals, with a strong emphasis on animal welfare. 

By highlighting intentional program design and the responsible use of ambassador animals, this 

session equips wildlife professionals to build on and strengthen their outreach efforts 

Alison Meredith, Outreach Coordinator, Wildlife Center of Virginia, ameredith@wildlifecenter.org 

Haley Williamson, Ambassador Program Manager, Wildlife Center of Virginia, hwilliamson@wildlifecenter.org 
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Slow and Steady Wins the Race: Diagnostics, Treatment, and Rehabilitation of the 

Common Snapping Turtle (60 mins) 

The Common Snapping Turtle is a species frequently admitted to the Wildlife Center of Virginia. 

However, their injuries often require care that is both resource- and time-intensive. This 

presentation examines the most common presenting conditions in snapping turtles, along with the 

diagnostic tests, initial stabilization measures, and long-term treatments used in their care. Case 

examples include shell fractures, jaw fractures, lead toxicosis, and other frequently encountered 

conditions. 

Zack Laney, DVM, MPH, Wildlife Center of Virginia, zlaney@wildlifecenter.org 

Transforming Captive Spaces for Wildlife Wellbeing: A Roundtable Discussion on 

Enclosure Design and Enrichment (60 mins) 

Rehabilitators in every setting—whether working from home or within a facility—continually seek 

ways to improve enclosure design. The goal is to create spaces that minimize stress, replicate natural 

environments, and promote species-appropriate behaviors. This roundtable provides a forum for 

discussing strategies to enhance and enrich housing for patients across a wide range of species. 

Participants explore how to implement environments that support natural history while accounting 

for seasonal changes and habitat variability, ensuring enclosures meet both physical and behavioral 

needs. 

McKenzie Stewart, Rehabilitation Team Lead, Wildlife Center of Virginia, mstewart@wildlifecenter.org 

Mackenzie Thomas, Wildlife Rehabilitation Manager, Wildcare Oklahoma, mthomas@wildcareoklahoma.org 

Jess Andersen, Rehabilitation Director, Blue Ridge Wildlife Center, jessica@blueridgewildlifectr.org 

Sara Dollen, Animal Care Technician, City Wildlife, sara.dollen@citywildlife.org 

Kelly Wallace, SDHS Project Wildlife, kwallace@sdhumane.org 

Elka Hutcheson, CWR, Rockfish Wildlife Sanctuary, elka@rockfishwildlifesanctuary.org 

 

What About the Turtles? (WATT): Bridging Conservation and Construction (30 mins) 

What About the Turtles? (WATT) is an innovative wildlife rescue initiative developed by A.E.R.O. 

in partnership with local developers and construction teams. The program addresses a growing 

environmental challenge: native turtles becoming stranded in stormwater ponds, retention basins, 

and construction zones. These manmade habitats often entrap turtles—particularly during nesting 

season—leaving them susceptible to dehydration, predation, and equipment-related injuries. 

Through WATT, trained volunteers work with construction managers to conduct site evaluations, 

collaborate with field crews to locate and safely remove displaced turtles, and establish site-specific 

rescue protocols—while also collecting GPS data and documenting species demographics. Many 

rescued turtles receive medical treatment and temporary housing before release. WATT not only 

protects these vulnerable animals, but also fosters environmental responsibility in fast-growing 

communities. This collaborative approach can serve as a model for others, proving that with 

awareness and planning, development and conservation can coexist and even support each other. 

Olivia LoBalbo, CWR, A.E.R.O Animal Education and Rescue Organization, olivia@aeroanimalrescue.org 
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Born to Soar, Not to Stay: Preventing Human Shadows in Vulture Rehabilitation (60 mins) 

Black Vultures and Turkey Vultures are frequently admitted to wildlife rehabilitation centers, often 

as orphans following injuries or the destruction of nesting sites. These species are particularly prone 

to imprinting and habituation in human care, which can render them non-releasable. The Auburn 

University Raptor Center (AURC) has historically managed a growing number of imprinted vultures; 

however, in 2022, AURC implemented new collaborative strategies and husbandry practices that 

successfully prevented imprinting. 

This presentation highlights the successful wild fostering of two Black Vulture orphans in 2022 and 

outlines the innovative rehabilitation methods that supported their development and release. These 

techniques represent a significant advancement in vulture rehabilitation and offer a model for other 

facilities confronting similar challenges. 

Stephanie Kadletz, CWR, CET, Auburn University Raptor Center, sak0050@auburn.edu 

Rehabilitating the Dangerous: A Practical Introduction to the Rehabilitation of Venomous 

Snakes (90 mins) 

Venomous snakes are among the most misunderstood and frequently overlooked species in wildlife 

rehabilitation. Yet as apex predators and key ecosystem regulators, their conservation is vital. This 

session provides a foundational overview for wildlife rehabilitators seeking to work safely and 

ethically with venomous snakes. Topics include species identification, triage and intake protocols, 

safe enclosure design, handling and restraint techniques, medical considerations, legal and liability 

issues, and criteria for release or permanent placement. The session emphasizes strategies to 

minimize human-snake conflict, prevent unnecessary euthanasia, and recognize when referral to a 

specialized facility is warranted.  

Whether participants aim to expand their center’s capabilities or simply deepen their understanding 

of these complex reptiles, this class offers practical tools and real-world insights to support informed 

and responsible care. 

Marjan Ghadrdan, MS, RVT, CWR, CPBT-KA, AWARE Wildlife Center/ Amphibian Foundation, 

marjan@awarewildlife.org 

 

Prickly Patients: Rescue, Care and Rehabilitation of the European Hedgehog (60 mins) 

The European hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) faces mounting threats from urbanization, habitat loss, 

and injury. This presentation reviews the ecology and biology of hedgehogs as it relates to their 

assessment, treatment, rehabilitation, and release. Key topics include the care of hedgehogs in 

captivity, common reasons for admission to veterinary and wildlife centers, and the management of 

neonatal and juvenile patients. By advancing clinical and rehabilitative practices, wildlife 

rehabilitation centers play a vital role in supporting the conservation of this declining yet ecologically 

significant species. 

Andreia Garcês, MVD, MSc, PhD, Wildlife Rehabilitation Center from University of Trás-os-Montes, 

andreiamvg@gmail.com 

 

  

mailto:sak0050@auburn.edu
mailto:marjan@awarewildlife.org
mailto:andreiamvg@gmail.com


Speaker Bios 

Jessica Andersen is currently the Rehab Director with the Blue Ridge Wildlife Center, where she’s 

worked as a staff member for the last 10 years. Before this position, she worked for a year 

rehabilitating wildlife at a facility in Texas, and before that, interned at the Marine Mammal Care 

Center. She is passionate about birding, improving welfare and care protocols, and wildlife 

education! 

Aanya Belsare (she/her) is from the metro-Detroit area in Michigan. Aanya’s love of animals 

started when she was a little kid looking for snakes, toads, and bugs outside. She graduated in 2024 

with a BS in Animal Care from the University of Padua. During her time there, Aanya volunteered 

with the Jane Goodall Institute, where she worked with other students and educated local children 

to raise awareness of Italy’s biodiversity. While studying wild/zoo conservation and care in college, 

Aanya was thrilled to do an internship at MARS Wildlife Rescue Center on Vancouver Island. 

During her time at MARS, she learned many basic wildlife rehabilitation skills and realized she loved 

working with wildlife. Particularly, she realized her love for birds, especially raptors. Aanya is excited 

to learn more about many other native Virginia species and contribute to their rehabilitation and 

release. In Aanya’s free time, she enjoys reading, hiking, pet-sitting, spending time with her friends, 

and learning to play the guitar. 

Sarah Densmore (she/her) discovered a love for wildlife at a young age, which led to four years of 

volunteering at the Oklahoma City Zoo as a Junior Curator. While working on her undergraduate 

degrees, she did behavioral research with Red Pandas at the Little Rock Zoo in Arkansas. She earned 

her certification as a Texas Master Naturalist and volunteered as a wildlife rehabilitator while also 

serving as the Volunteer Coordinator for the Blackland Prairie Raptor Center. After receiving her 

MS in Wildlife Science from Texas A&M University, she worked directly with coyotes at the NWRC 

Predator Field Station, doing predator research to find ways to reduce human-wildlife conflict. In 

2025, she was offered the position of Wildlife Rehabilitator with the Wildlife Center of Virginia and 

is thrilled to work with a multitude of wildlife species and teach others about the importance of 

wildlife, rehabilitation, and human-wildlife coexistence. 

Sara Dollen has a BA in Animal Behavior from Franklin & Marshall College, where she focused on 

exotic animal welfare science. She entered the field of wildlife rehabilitation in college as a volunteer 

at Acorn Acres Wildlife Rehabilitation in Millersville, PA. She fell in love with the work and quickly 

began a simultaneous internship at nearby West Shore Wildlife Center, which evolved into 

employment. Upon graduation, she moved back to Maryland to begin her current job as an Animal 

Care Technician at City Wildlife. Sara is very passionate about animal welfare and wildlife education. 

Her favorite part of her job is creating enrichment for wildlife patients. She also greatly enjoys 

providing environmental education programs to DC students on behalf of City Wildlife. Outside of 

work, Sara spends much of her time in nature observing arthropods and birds, her two favorite 

animal groups. 

Tasha Durrett is a Senior Communications Manager at the Southern Environmental Law Center. 

Based in Charlottesville, Virginia, Tasha manages communications for Virginia, as well as for the 

organization's regional Land & Community program and Environmental Justice Initiative. Prior to 



joining SELC, Tasha was Director of Communications at Piedmont Housing Alliance. Her 

professional experience spans over 20 years as a journalist and communications professional.  

Tasha is also founder of Black Women Who Wine, an organization focused on offering curated 

events in Virginia wine country, and part of the Virginia Wine Collective, a wine incubator program 

in Charlottesville.  

She has freelanced for various publications and websites and also leads the Center for Nonprofit 

Excellence's Marketing and Communications group at the CNE in Charlottesville. 

Lillian Farmer (she/her) was born and raised in a small town in central Virginia. As a child, she 

would spend hours capturing and identifying insects in her backyard or checking out every animal-

based book in her local library. While this passion had dwindled as life continued on, it was reignited 

in Lilly's senior year of high school when she completed a capstone project on the role emotions 

play in wildlife education. She learned about the important emotional connections that wildlife 

educators facilitate between their students and the environment and how these connections lead to 

environmentally friendly behaviors. During this project, Lilly completed a short internship at a 

Rockfish Wildlife Sanctuary, a wildlife rehabilitation facility in Nelson County. Lilly fell in love with 

the world of wildlife rehabilitation, medicine, and education, and eventually landed a front-desk 

coordinator position at the Wildlife Center of Virginia. In 2023, Lilly moved to the "other side" of 

the building and took a seasonal position in the hospital. After returning to the front desk area while 

she finished veterinary technician school, she most recently accepted the one-year veterinary 

technician internship at the Center. In her free time, Lilly enjoys hiking, reading, upcycling, and 

playing with her two ferrets, Oliver and Frankie. 

Olivia Galeuzzi (she/her) grew up in Halifax, Nova Scotia, where she received a bilingual 

education in French and English. She spent her childhood summers exploring the province with her 

family, camping in national parks, and developing a deep passion for wildlife and the natural world. 

When the time came to apply for university, the decision to pursue a career in veterinary medicine 

came naturally. 

She completed three years of undergraduate studies in environmental biology at the University of 

Prince Edward Island before being accepted into the Atlantic Veterinary College. During her 

studies, she completed two summer research projects in veterinary parasitology, focusing on Prince 

Edward Island's Red Fox and Big Brown Bat populations. Through this work, she developed a 

passion for wildlife medicine and research, leading to externships during her clinical year at the 

Calgary Zoo, the Vancouver Aquarium, the Clark R. Bavin National Fish and Wildlife Forensics 

Laboratory, and a rotation at the Wildlife Center of Virginia. 

After graduating from veterinary school in May 2024, she practiced small and exotic animal medicine 

at a clinic in Montréal before joining the Wildlife Center of Virginia as a veterinary intern. She is 

thrilled to be a full-time member of the team and is excited to teach students who may one day 

pursue careers in wildlife medicine and research. In her free time, she likes to read, hike, 

backcountry camp, and identify bugs and plants. 

Dr. Andreia Garcês holds a PhD degree in Veterinary Medicine from the University of Trás-os-

Montes and Alto Douro in Portugal. She has performed several internships in wildlife recovery 



centres and zoos in Portugal and Spain. Her master's dissertation was subordinated to the theme 

"Necropsies in wild animals" and was considered the best Master thesis in the area of Animal 

Pathology by SPPA (Portuguese Society of Animal Pathology) in 2016. Her doctoral thesis was 

defended in 2020 on the theme "The Impact of Anthropogenic Pressures on the Mortality of Wild 

Animals in Northern Portugal: A Contribution to Wild Fauna Preservation." Regarding scientific 

production, she has published more than 60 articles, three books, several book chapters, and several 

communications and posters in international and national scientific meetings.  

Marjan Ghadrdan MS, LVT, CWR, CPBT-KA, is a wildlife rehabilitator with two decades of 

experience in the field. She is the Director of Animal Care and Chief Operating Officer at AWARE 

Wildlife Center and serves as the Chair of the Certified Wildlife Rehabilitator (CWR) Program 

Board. Marjan also coordinates venomous programs at the Amphibian Foundation, where she 

teaches venomous snake handling courses and manages a live venomous collection. Certified in 

venomous handling by multiple institutions, including The Rattlesnake Conservancy, Reptile 

Preservation Institute, Arizona Venom Institute, and the Phoenix Herpetological Society, she is 

passionate about promoting peaceful coexistence between humans and snakes. Marjan has worked 

with a wide range of native and exotic species and is also a snake wrangler for the film industry and 

the Animal Expert on Weather Gone Viral. 

Connor Gillespie (he/him) grew up in Southwest Florida, where he spent most of his childhood 

outdoors, exploring nature parks and preserves. From a young age, he knew he wanted to pursue a 

career working with wildlife. During college, he started volunteering at a local zoo and quickly 

moved into a zookeeper position in the carnivore department. Connor dedicated his time at the zoo 

to teaching the public about the animals he worked with and ways to support conservation efforts in 

the wild. After five years in the zoo field, Connor decided he wanted a more direct role in helping 

local, native wildlife. In September 2020, he joined the Wildlife Center as part of the front-desk 

team, where he helped the public resolve wildlife issues and coordinated the intake and release of 

patients. After a year at the front desk, Connor worked in several other roles in the outreach 

department, and now serves as the Director of Outreach. He greatly enjoys sharing the Center's 

work with the public and making lasting connections with members of the community. When not at 

work, Connor likes to spend his free time reading, swimming, and exploring hiking trails with his 

two dogs. 

Jeff Gruntmeir is a veterinary parasitologist focused on improving diagnostics and workflows for 

surveillance of neglected/zoonotic/emerging VBD and parasitic infections at the interface of 

wildlife, high-risk domestic animals, humans, and arthropod vectors. 

Elka Hutcheson, as a young child, would keep toads and any other critter she could get her hands 

on (even worms - lots and lots of worms) in her bedroom and try to take care of them until they 

were discovered by her continually horrified guardians and rightfully released back into her 

backyard...where she would try and catch them again. Though she rarely brings worms into her 

house now, the love and curiosity for wildlife that she developed as a child has only grown - and this 

naturally led her into the field of wildlife rehabilitation. Her first wildlife rehab experience was at the 

Wildlife Center of Virginia in 2019. She eventually graduated from the University of Michigan with a 

Bachelor's degree in Biology and has worked at a multitude of wildlife hospitals across the country 

since. However, Virginia and its wildlife have always held a very special place in her heart, and she 



worked her way into a permanent position as the Programs Manager at Rockfish Wildlife Sanctuary 

in April of 2023. When Elka isn't working, you can often find her digging around in the mud or 

flipping over rocks looking for salamanders and other critters. During the rare times she isn't around 

animals, she loves to crochet, read, and just nap for hours at a time with her dog. 

Stephanie Kadletz, a native Floridian, holds a Bachelor's degree in Interdisciplinary Zoo Sciences 

with a Minor in Business from the University of West Florida, and a Master's degree in Natural 

Resources with a graduate certificate in Restoration Ecology from Auburn University. With over 20 

years of experience, she has dedicated her career to working in wildlife rehabilitation facilities, zoos, 

aquariums, and veterinary clinics, handling hundreds of exotic and native wildlife species across 

various taxa, including mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians.  

Stephanie is a Certified Wildlife Rehabilitator (CWR) and Certified Euthanasia Technician (CET). 

Currently, she serves as the Assistant Director of Raptor Rehabilitation at the Auburn University 

Raptor Center, where she specializes in raptor rehabilitation. Additionally, she is the Co-Owner of 

Go Pro Wildlife Removal, LLC, a company that focuses on the humane eviction of nuisance wildlife 

from homes. 

Zack Laney (he/him) is a recent graduate from the Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary 

Medicine. He started his veterinary internship at the Wildlife Center of Virginia in May of 2025 with 

the goal of continuing to work in wildlife and conservation medicine following his internship. While 

a student, he completed multiple rotations focused on wildlife medicine, including rotations with the 

WCV, Blue Ridge Wildlife Center, the Naples Zoo, and the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife 

Disease Study. He loves working with all wildlife species, but particularly enjoys Eastern Screech 

Owls, Eastern Box Turtles, and the Common Snapping Turtle. While Dr. Zack enjoys clinical 

medicine, he also hopes to be able to focus on research efforts in the future, especially focused on 

zoonotic diseases and mitigating impacts that humans have on wildlife species and ecosystem health. 

Chris Lassiter serves as the Director of Community Engagement at the Community Foundation of 

the Central Blue Ridge, bringing expertise in community outreach and philanthropic initiatives. In 

this role, they contribute to enriching the quality of life within the community by addressing critical 

needs and fostering philanthropy across Staunton, Waynesboro, and surrounding counties. Their 

work involves grant administration, scholarship program oversight, and support for nonprofit 

organizations. 

 

Prior to this, Chris directed marketing and communications for Staunton, where they promoted the 

city's historic sites, arts scene, and local businesses. Their responsibilities included brand 

management and campaign development to attract visitors and enhance the city's image. They also 

provided resources such as visitor guides and trip planning assistance, ensuring memorable 

experiences for individuals, groups, and event planners. Chris holds a Bachelor of Arts in Mass 

Communications from Shenandoah University. 

Olivia LoBalbo is the founder and director of A.E.R.O. Animal Education and Rescue 

Organization, a Virginia-based wildlife rescue and rehabilitation organization dedicated to caring for 

injured, orphaned, and displaced native animals. With years of hands-on experience, Olivia has 

created a structured, home-based training program for wildlife apprentices and caregivers, 



combining medical knowledge, field expertise, and community outreach. She is especially passionate 

about protecting vulnerable species like eastern box turtles and songbirds, and helped spearhead 

innovative initiatives such as the What About the Turtles? (WATT) program, which works with local 

construction sites to rescue stranded turtles. Olivia is also a mentor to aspiring rehabbers and an 

advocate for sustainable co-existence between humans and wildlife. When she’s not coordinating 

rescue efforts or teaching, she enjoys gardening, hiking, and spending time with her husband, two 

children, and beloved pets. Olivia is committed to keeping Virginia wildlife “wild,” and inspiring 

others to do the same. 

Alexandra Lombard is the Wildlife Health Coordinator at the Virginia Department of Wildlife 

Resources. They are responsible for monitoring and managing the health of the state's diverse 

wildlife populations. Prior to their current role, Lombard worked as a Veterinary Receptionist at 

Knapp Veterinary Hospital. They hold a Bachelor of Science degree from The Ohio State 

University, where they developed a strong foundation in animal biology and conservation. 

Alison Meredith (she/her) was raised in northern Virginia, where she developed a fascination with 

wildlife from an early age. She knew she wanted to pursue a career helping animals and the 

environment, inspiring her to study conservation biology in college. While earning her 

undergraduate degree, Alison participated in an internship with a small songbird rehabilitation 

center, and this experience solidified her passion for working hands-on with animals. She also spent 

a year of her undergraduate studies at the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute in Front 

Royal, VA, learning from conservation professionals and participating in endangered species 

behavior research. Once out of college, she professionally pursued zoo animal wellness and 

behavior. Alison eventually discovered a passion for connecting people with their local wildlife and 

ecosystems, leading her to the Outreach Coordinator role at the Wildlife Center of Virginia.  

Erica Miller holds a BS in Zoology and a DVM from Oklahoma State University. She worked full-

time as a wildlife rehabilitation veterinarian for 25 years and has been on staff at three veterinary 

schools (OkSU, NCSU & UPenn). She left wildlife rehabilitation in 2013 to explore some other 

areas of veterinary medicine, working part-time as a wildlife veterinarian for the New Jersey Division 

of Fish & Wildlife, the lead veterinarian at the Brandywine zoo, a laboratory aid in the NJ Rabies 

Lab, an editor on three book projects, and continuing her position as an adjunct associate Professor 

in wildlife medicine at UPenn. She continues to volunteer at Mercer County Wildlife Center and Tri-

State Bird Rescue & Research, providing opportunities for veterinary students to gain experience 

handling native wildlife. In 2019, she served as interim wildlife veterinarian for the Pennsylvania 

Game Commission and has been with the Wildlife Future’s Program since 2020. Erica served on the 

Endangered and Non-game Species Advisory Committee to the NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife and 

the NJ Wildlife Rehabilitators Advisory Committee for many years. She continues to serve on the 

Scientific Advisory Committee for the Oiled Wildlife Care Network, the Delaware Kestrel Program, 

and the Veterinary Team for Project SNOWstorm, 

Julia Murphy received her DVM from the Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine 

(VMCVM) in 1992. After three years in large animal private practice, she returned to VMCVM to 

pursue a residency in production medicine, earning an MS in 1998. She became board certified by 

the American College of Veterinary Preventive Medicine in 1999 and began working for the Virginia 

Department of Health in 2002, where she currently serves as the state public health veterinarian. 



Katlyn Muse holds a Bachelor of Science in Biology with a concentration in Animal Sciences from 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania. She has been a member of the Tri-State Oil Spill Response 

Team for the past three years, contributing her expertise in wildlife care and response operations. 

Prior to joining Tri-State, Katie spent over a decade as a professional zookeeper at accredited 

zoological institutions in Michigan and Delaware, where she provided comprehensive care for a 

wide variety of animal species. 

Karra Pierce Dr. Karra Pierce grew up on the west coast of Canada, near the city of Vancouver. 

She completed her Bachelor of Science in Biology at the University of Victoria on Vancouver Island. 

During this time, she started working as a staff wildlife rehabilitator at a large wildlife rehabilitation 

center. Here, Dr. Karra fell in love with wildlife rehabilitation and wildlife medicine. Following her 

undergraduate degree, Dr. Karra moved to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, to attend the Western College 

of Veterinary Medicine to become a wildlife veterinarian. During this time, she continued to 

dedicate herself to working with wildlife. After receiving her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, she did 

a one-year small animal rotating internship at the Western College of Veterinary Medicine and then 

joined the team at the Wildlife Center of Virginia. In her time at the Wildlife Center, she has held the 

position of veterinary intern, senior veterinary intern, and research fellow, and is currently the 

director of veterinary services. Dr. Karra loves teaching interns, veterinary students, and wildlife 

rehabilitators from all over the world about wildlife rehabilitation and wildlife medicine. She enjoys 

all aspects of her job but is particularly fond of treating all things tiny. You will often find her 

creating microbandages and miniature splits for her littlest patients. Her professional goals are 

centered around advancing the profession of wildlife rehabilitation and learning as much as we can 

from the patients who come through our doors. Dr. Karra spends her free time with her ever-

changing menagerie of pets and her partner, Dr. Patrick, who is also a veterinarian. 

Jessica Ransier is originally from Baldwinsville, New York, a small suburb of Syracuse. She is a 

2015 graduate of Unity College, with a BS in Captive Wildlife Care and Education. Jess went back to 

school to pursue a degree in Veterinary Technology at Genesee Community College in Batavia, New 

York, and graduated in May 2018. During her time in tech school, she focused all of her clinical 

externship hours toward wildlife, zoological, and emergency medicine, participating in 

preceptorships at Cornell University’s Wildlife Health Center, the Rosamond Gifford Zoo, and the 

Veterinary Medical Center of East Syracuse. Jess joined the Wildlife Center of Virginia in August, 

2018 as the veterinary technician intern, and was hired as the full-time LVT in July 2019. 

Jennifer Riley, widely known as “Dr. Jen,” is the accomplished Hospital Director of Blue Ridge 

Wildlife Center. Her career in wildlife medicine began with a degree in Animal Science from Cornell 

University, where her commitment to animal welfare first took root. She then pursued her veterinary 

studies at Tufts University in Massachusetts, focusing on wildlife medicine and gaining specialized 

training essential for her future work. Dr. Jen’s professional journey has spanned diverse 

environments and roles. She honed her skills internationally at The Belize Wildlife and Referral 

Clinic, and later at the Clinic for the Rehabilitation of Wildlife in Sanibel, Florida, where she 

dedicated her expertise to the rehabilitation of orphaned and injured wildlife. Her work continued at 

Lion Country Safari in West Palm Beach, Florida, an AZA-accredited zoological park, where she 

served as a veterinarian, leveraging her advanced surgical skills and medical knowledge in a 

challenging setting. Now at Blue Ridge Wildlife Center, Dr. Jen’s extensive experience and 



dedication are integral to our mission. As Hospital Director, she oversees the medical care of every 

patient, exemplifying a steadfast commitment to wildlife rehabilitation and conservation. 

Tracey Ritzman, DVM Dipl. ABVP, is a 1995 graduate of the North Carolina State Univ. College 

of Veterinary Medicine. She is dual board-certified through the American Board of Veterinary 

Practitioners in Avian and Exotic Companion Mammals. She is a veterinarian for the Carolina 

Raptor Center in Huntersville, North Carolina, and is also in small animal/exotics clinical practice in 

the same area. Her interests include raptor medicine and surgery, avian nutrition, exotic pet medicine 

and surgery. Dr. Ritzman enjoys mentoring and teaching in veterinary medicine. 

Dr. Sarah Sirica completed her Bachelor of Science degree in Biology at Bridgewater College in 

Virginia. Her Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine and Master of Public Health were completed at the 

University of Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine in 2013. She was in small animal private 

practice and a volunteer wildlife vet until 2020, when she started an internship at the Wildlife Center 

of Virginia. After her internship, she worked for two years at the New Mexico Wildlife Center in 

Santa Fe, before heading back east to City Wildlife. Dr. Sirica enjoys general medical and surgical 

care of all wildlife. She also enjoys teaching veterinary students and rehabilitation interns. Her 

favorite topics include wildlife disease, wound management, and One Health. 

Jessica Slutter has been the Oil Programs Manager for Tri-State's Oiled Wildlife Response Team 

since 2022. She helps to oversee general planning and preparedness efforts to make sure the team is 

ready to respond to an oil spill at a moment's notice. Prior to her role on the oil team, Jessica was a 

wildlife rehabilitator in Tri-State's Wild Bird Clinic. Jessica lives in southeastern Pennsylvania with 

her husband and two young daughters. 

McKenzie Stewart (she/her) was born and raised in Orlando, Florida, where she grew up camping 

and spending time outdoors. She earned her BS in natural resource conservation from the University 

of Florida in 2017 and has since worked in wildlife conservation and rehabilitation across the 

southeast. Mac particularly enjoyed a year spent in south Florida working on several field research 

projects, including a project tracking and capturing invasive Burmese pythons and Argentine Tegus 

in the Florida Everglades; this is where her love for reptiles began! Mac moved to Philadelphia in 

2019 to work as a veterinary technician with companion animals, but she quickly realized her true 

passion was working with wildlife. This led her to move to Virginia for a seasonal position with 

Rockfish Wildlife Sanctuary, just across the mountain from the Wildlife Center. She was thrilled to 

join WCV’s permanent rehabilitation staff in the fall of 2021. Although Mac loves working with 

many kinds of wildlife, she is particularly fond of striped skunks, raptors, and snakes. Outside of her 

work at WCV, Mac enjoys bar trivia or playing board games with her friends, and spending time 

with her partner and pets. 

Mackenzie Thomas graduated from the University of Wyoming in 2022 with a Bachelor of 

Science in both Zoology and Environment and Natural Resources. During her undergraduate years, 

Mackenzie worked as an Undergraduate Research Technician at the Wyoming State Veterinary 

Laboratory on projects focusing on Chronic Wasting Disease and Brucellosis. She also completed an 

independent undergraduate research project studying the effects Compassion Fatigue has on wildlife 

rehabilitation professionals. Prior to this, Mackenzie spent a decade volunteering at the Omaha 

Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium in conservation education and animal care as well as working as a 



surgical intern at a veterinary clinic in her hometown of Elkhorn, Nebraska. During the summer of 

2021, Mackenzie started as a fellow at WildCare and fell in love with wildlife rehabilitation. She 

returned the following summer for a second fellowship with WildCare and is excited to continue to 

grow in the field as a member of the WildCare staff. 

John Tracey is the state wildlife veterinarian for the Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources.   

Brittany Turner graduated from the University of Minnesota with a B.S. in Biology, after which, 

she began working at WRC as an Avian Nursery Manager. In 2018 she was promoted to Avian 

Nurseries Director, overseeing both the Waterfowl and Songbird Nurseries. She also is instrumental 

in training and working with the year-round Animal Care Crew volunteers. In addition to her work 

at WRC, Brittany has been a volunteer at The UMN Raptor Center since 2011 and in 2015 she 

helped monitor Red-headed Woodpecker nests. When not working, Brittany enjoys spending time 

with her two domestic doves, watching supernatural TV shows and photographing birds. 

Peach Van Wick, DVM is a Mississippi native who attended Mississippi State University, where 

she earned a Bachelor’s in Biology, Master’s in Population Medicine, and Doctor of Veterinary 

Medicine. After graduating from veterinary school, Peach spent four years at the Wildlife Center of 

Virginia, where she completed a one-year clinical internship and a three-year research fellowship. 

She then moved to Wyoming in 2020, where she served as the Assistant State Wildlife Veterinarian 

for the Wyoming Game and Fish Department for five years. In July 2025, Peach assumed the role of 

State Wildlife Veterinarian and Wildlife Health Program Supervisor for Colorado Parks and Wildlife. 

Kelly Wallace is a Senior Wildlife Rehabilitation Specialist. She has a background in 

holistic/rehabilitative veterinary medicine and 6 years of wildlife rehabilitation experience. She 

specializes in working with CA native predator species. With an enthusiasm for rehabilitating wild 

canids, Kelly has taken lead with overseeing the Coyote Team for the last three years. This has 

largely contributed to the successful rehabilitation, release, and reuniting of 72 coyotes. She is also an 

active member of the Bear Team. Using her knowledge of native plant species and natural history, 

Kelly has created habitats to ensure coyotes and bears can be successful upon release. Her goals 

include ethically expanding the way carnivores are rehabilitated to reflect a natural history and to 

inspire and educate the general public on how to coexist with wildlife in an urban environment. 

Haley Williamson grew up in Charlottesville, Virginia, and has always had a passion for working 

with animals. In between school and sports, you could usually find her working at a local animal 

hospital. While in college, Haley interned at American Eagle Foundation (AEF) and fell in love 

working with raptors. After graduating from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville in 2020 with a 

BS in Animal Science, she went on to work as an avian care specialist for three years at AEF. Feeling 

the pull to be closer to home and still work with wildlife, Haley was thrilled to accept a position at 

the Wildlife Center. When not working, you can usually find her reading, hiking, or baking. 

Dr. Tracy Woodall graduated from the University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine, and 

worked for several years as a small animal practitioner. She later completed a master’s in public 

health with a focus on Animals, People and the Environment, from Colorado State University. She 

worked with the Colorado Department of Public Health for several years as their veterinary 

epidemiologist, and now enjoys the same role with the Virginia Department of Health, where she 

has enjoyed working for over two years. Her primary duties are to consult with local health districts, 



veterinarians, and healthcare providers, regarding rabies risk assessments and zoonotic disease 

investigations such as Q-Fever, Tularemia, Leptospirosis, Brucellosis, Creutzfeldt Jakob Disease, 

Hantavirus, and HPAI Influenza A(H5N1). 

Her favorite summer job ever was spent hiking in the Pikes Peak region in Colorado as a Bighorn 

Sheep Field Technician, while working for the Colorado Division of Wildlife. For her job, she hiked 

the high-country using radio-telemetry signals and spotting scopes to quietly follow collared Bighorn 

sheep ewes and their lambs, while completing lamb recruitment and parasitic studies. It also brought 

her within an uncomfortably close distance to a mountain lion, who was stalking one of her research 

participants. 

 



 

 

Animal Care Equipment & Services, Inc. 

(ACES) 

www.animal-care.com 

Baby Warm/Brinsea 

www.babywarm.org 

Bat Conservation & Rescue of Virginia 

www.virginiabats.org 

Bitebuster Safety Wear 

www.babywarm.org 

Broken Arrow Creations 

linktr.ee/broken_arrow_creations 

Bunny Slippers 

www.bunnyslippers.com 

Chewy 

www.chewy.com 

Erica Bottger 

www.ericapaints.com 

Exotic Nutrition 

www.exoticnutrition.com 

Henry’s Fresh and Healthy Pet Foods 

www.henryspets.com 

International Wildlife Rehabilitation 

Council (IWRC) 

www.theiwrc.org  

 

 

 

Ketch-All Company 

www.ketch-all.com 

Lafeber 

www.lafeber.com   

Lutra Creations 

www.lutracreations.com 

Mike's Falconry Supplies 

www.mikesfalconry.com 

The Nature’s Way 

www.thenaturesway.com 

National Wildlife Rehabilitators 

Association 

www.nwrawildlife.org 

Northwoods Falconry 

www.northwoodsfalconry.com 

Nuts About Squirrels 

www.nutsaboutsquirrels.net 

Rodent Pro 

www.rodentpro.com 

Virginia Association of 

Licensed Veterinary Technicians 

www.valvt.org
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