
 

Outreach Programs Externship 

The Wildlife Center of Virginia is an internationally acclaimed teaching and research hospital for wildlife and conservation 

medicine, located in Waynesboro, Virginia, in the heart of the Shenandoah Valley. The Center’s mission is to “teach the 

world to care about and care for wildlife and the environment.” Since its founding in 1982, the Center has cared for more 

than 100,000 wild animals, representing 250 species of native birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians. The current 

annual caseload averages about 4,300 patients. 

POSITION DESCRIPTION: The Outreach Extern supports the Center’s mission by educating the public through in-

person and virtual programs, while also sharing patient stories and communicating the broader work of the Wildlife 

Center. Externs will learn how to develop and deliver educational programs, facilitate on-site tours, practice best 

husbandry techniques for ambassador animals, and safely handle ambassadors for programs. The Outreach Extern will 

also have the opportunity to assist at the Center’s front desk, helping to admit patients and respond to phone calls and 

emails from the public.  

RESPONSIBILITIES: 

 Design and present educational programs to diverse audiences  

 Facilitate on-site tours and interpretive experiences 

 Learn in-depth history of WCV education ambassadors  

 Assist with husbandry and training for the Center’s ambassador animals 

 General housekeeping duties such as washing dishes, disinfecting, etc.  

 Lift up to 40 lbs 

 Maintain high energy levels throughout the day 

 Complete a project related to outreach programs prior to completion of externship 

 Perform additional duties as assigned 

SCHEDULE AND HOURS: Externs are required to work a minimum of two days per week (Monday–Saturday), 

arriving at the Center at 8:00 a.m. and typically departing between 4:00–5:00 p.m. Occasionally, special programs or 

events may extend the workday into the evening. These extended hours do not occur every week, and externs will receive 

advance notice. Weekend and holiday work may also be required. 

SALARY: Externships are unpaid.  

LENGTH: 12 weeks preferred. Positions are offered year-round.  

QUALIFICATIONS:  

 Self-motivated with interest in conservation and wildlife education 

 Detail oriented, punctual, initiative and strong desire to engage with the public 

 Tetanus vaccination is preferred. COVID and flu vaccination is not required; however, as a wildlife hospital 

committed to a One Health approach, we strongly recommend it to help reduce the risk of zoonotic disease 

transmission  

 At least 18 years old with either 2 years of college (in related degree) or comparable public speaking and animal 

care experience  

TO APPLY: Complete applications have three components: A completed Outreach Programs Externship Application 

Form, a résumé, and a cover letter. 

Instructions for submission can be found here:  https://wildlifecenter.org/professional-training/internships-

externships#rehab-intern-extern Applications are accepted on a rolling basis.  
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