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Wildlife  Center  of  Virginia  to  Release  Rehabilitated  Bald

  Eagle  at  Belle  Isle  State  Park

####  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  ####

Waynesboro,  VA  – After  five  months  of  intensive  medical  care and  rehabilitation,  
the  Wildlife  Center  of  Virginia  will  release  a  recovered  Bald  Eagle back  to  the  wild  at
Belle  Isle  State  Park  on  Wednesday,  April  15,  at  1:00  p.m.  The event  is  free  and  
open  to  the  public.

The  adult  Bald  Eagle,  patient  #25-4133,  was  admitted  to  the  Wildlife  Center  on 
November  18,  2025,  after  being  found  injured  in  Middlesex  County  following  an 
apparent  territorial  fight  with  another  eagle.  Upon  admission,  the  Center’s 
veterinary  team  diagnosed  significant  head  trauma,  including  multiple  puncture 
wounds  to  the  head  and  neck.

Over  the  course  of  four  months,  the  Wildlife  Center’s  veterinary  staff  performed 
more  than  10  procedures  to  clean  and  repair  the  eagle’s  wounds.  By  March,  the 
injuries  had  healed,  allowing  rehabilitation  staff  to  begin  daily  exercise  sessions 
focused  on  rebuilding  the  bird's  strength.

On  April  13,  after  demonstrating  strong  flight  and  appropriate  conditioning,  the 
eagle  was  officially  cleared  for  release.

“This  eagle’s  recovery  reflects  months  of  dedicated  care  from  our  veterinary  and 
rehabilitation  teams,”  said  Connor  Gillespie,  the  Center’s  Director  of  Outreach.
“We’re  thrilled  to  return  this  bird  to  the  wild,  and  to  share  that  moment  with  the 
public.”

Before  the  release,  the  Center’s  president,  Dr.  Meg  Gammage-Tucker,  will  briefly 
share  how  the  Wildlife  Center  cares  for  injured  and  orphaned  native  wildlife  from 
across  the  Commonwealth.

Members  of  the  public  are  invited  to  attend.  Guests  are  asked  to  RSVP  with  the 
name  and  number  of  people  in  their  party  through  the  Center’s  Eventbrite 
registration  page.

The  release  will  take  place  rain  or  shine,  unless  thunderstorms  with  lightning 
threaten  visitor  safety.

Visitors  should  enter  1632  Belle  Isle  Road,  Lancaster,  Virginia,  into  their  GPS  for 
directions.  The  release  will  be  held  near  the  Visitor  Center,  and  park  staff  will  be 
available  to  help  guide  attendees.

https://wildlifecenter.org/patients/patient-week-bald-eagle-25-4133
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bald-eagle-release-25-4133-registration-1984394810296?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bald-eagle-release-25-4133-registration-1984394810296?aff=oddtdtcreator


This year, the Wildlife Center is expected to treat more than 4,500 patients – sick, 
injured, and orphaned wild animals from all across Virginia. Thus far in 2026, the 
Center has admitted 15 Bald Eagles. For additional information on the Center, visit 
https://wildlifecenter.org/. 

###### 

PRESS CONTACT 

Connor Gillespie​
Director of Outreach​
cgillespie@wildlifecenter.org​
540.942.9453  

The Wildlife Center of Virginia is an internationally acclaimed teaching and research hospital 
for wildlife and conservation medicine.  The nonprofit Center has cared for more than 
100,000 wild animals, representing 200 species of native birds, mammals, reptiles, and 
amphibians. 
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