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Wildlife Center's Annual Gala and Benefit 

November 5, 2011 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So Kristen, our special projects coordinator, is with us now to have a Q&A session about the 

Wildlife Center's annual gala and benefit. One of her many jobs is to plan this event ... so 

please feel free to submit any questions you may have to her at this time!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen! Tell about the gala please  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
As Amanda just mentioned, my name is Kristen Sluiter and I am the Special Projects 

Coordinator at the Wildlife Center. I have been here since 2008. I am part of the 

development team, so I help raise funds to support the work of the Center.  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
One of my biggest projects is our annual gala and benefit, which will be held on Saturday, 

November 5 at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in Staunton, Virginia.  

 

Comment:  
Hello Kristen! Looking forward to hearing all about the Gala!  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
The evening’s activities include a cocktail reception, hosted by some of the Center’s education 

animals … a silent auction … and dinner and a live auction.  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, Please tell us about the items for the silent auction.  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen, what type of items do you usually have in your auctions?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
We have a variety of items in the auction, all of which are donated. The silent auction includes 

items such as gift certificates, artwork, jewelry, and weekend getaway packages.  

 

 

 

 

Critter Cam Chat: 

Special Guest - Kristen Sluiter 

WCV’s Special Projects Coordinator 
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Kristen, WCV:  
The live auction has our big ticket items, which include vacations, estate jewelry, sporting event 

tickets, etc. This year, we have a South African photo safari, NASCAR tickets, an Outer 

Banks vacation, some very nice jewelry, and more!  

 

Comment:  
Is the gala a black tie affair?  

 

Comment:  
Is the event formal?  

 

Comment:  
>>>HI Kristen..Nice to "see" you. Is this a black tie affair?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
It is a formal event. The evening is black tie optional.  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
Ed and Randy will be there in tuxedos!  

 

Comment:  
Do you have all your items or are you still accepting donations to be auctioned?  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, Thanks for being here. By when do auction items have to be in your hands? How would 

artwork be sent? Appreciate all you are doing for WCV.  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
We are accepting items, and will do so until Oct. 7. Because we have limited time and space 

during the auctions, we try to incorporate a large variety of items. Our crowd is very 

diverse, so we try to include something for everyone and not to over saturate the auction 

with too many similar items. We also try to include items that will bring in at least $25 or 

so.  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
If you have a question about an item, feel free to contact me at gala@wildlifecenter.org.  

 

Comment:  
How much are the tickets?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
Tickets are $100 per person, and we also offer sponsorships.  

 

Comment:  
If I don't buy a table just single tickets how can I sit with my friend at her table?  
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Kristen, WCV:  
When you send in your RSVP card, write your request on there. I will do my best to seat 

everyone according to their requests!  

 

Comment:  
Question for Kristen...How will the auctions work? Will a list of items for the live auction be 

available prior to the gala? Will items for the silent auction be shown prior to the gala? 

Thank you.  

 

Comment:  
Do you ever get bids from people who are not attending?  

 

Comment:  
I wonder if I can submit a bid for an outer banks vacation via eamil  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
Once we get a bit closer to the event date we will begin listing some of our auction items online. 

You will be able to find that list here: www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/annual-gala/. We will 

accept absentee bids, so you can still participate even if you can’t attend.  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
We will add some more information to the website about that process when we get closer.  

 

Comment:  
Question for Kristen!!! Is the gala by invitation only? If so, how does one "earn" an invitation? I 

hope one of the Mods is watching the blog. Will someone archive the Q&A with Kristen? 

I have a Dr appt & can't be here but will want to read it later.  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
The gala is not by invitation only. We sent out about 2100 invitations, but everyone is more than 

welcome to attend. Again, feel free to send me an email with your mailing address and 

I’d be more than happy to get one in the mail for you!  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
And there’s also information about the event on the Center’s website. You don’t really even need 

to have an invitation in hand if you’d like to join us!  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, Thanks for being here to talk with us. How many people usually attend the gala?  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen, is space limited  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
For the last few years we have averaged somewhere between 100 and 150. Last year we had just 

about 150, and I think this year will be big as well.  



 Chat with Kristen Sluiter 4 9/14/2011 

Kristen, WCV:  
I think we will have plenty of room at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel.  

 

Comment:  
And Ed will be in his slippers?  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristin, Do you bring in outside speakers for the event, and if so who are they and I wonder if 

Ed will wear his eagle slippers with his tux. I think you will have a record breaking gala 

this year! Wish I could be there.  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
You would have to ask Ed about that!  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
We don't have any special guests, but Ed is our auctioneer. Plus ... we will have some of our 

education animals there for you to meet!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen & Amanda, Thanks for joining us today. For those of us who can't schedule a visit to 

the annual gala can you share what education animals will be a part of the program? 

(Hopefully Misty is back in time for the dress up affair) if she was scheduled to make an 

appearance...Thanks  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
We were planning to bring Misty, but will have to play that one by ear when we get closer. We 

will be bringing Grayson and Edie, and perhaps another special guest or two!  

 

Comment:  
Who is your avatar?  

 

Comment:  
love your avatar, Kristen. who is that little critter?  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, who is your avatar please? Beautiful bird!  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
My avatar is Edie, one of our education animals here at the Center. I also think she is cute!  
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Kristen, WCV:  
Here is Edie's story: Edie came to the Wildlife Center in May 2005. She was found as an orphan 

in Roanoke, Virginia after her nest tree was damaged in a storm. She was kept by her 

rescuers for several days before being taken to a local wildlife rehabilitator. After several 

weeks of observation at the Wildlife Center, our veterinary staff determined that she was 

imprinted on humans. Young birds visually imprint on their caregiver and thereafter 

identify with that species for life; Edie was with her rescuers during this critical 

imprinting stage of her life. Due to the behavioral changes brought on by her imprinting, 

Edie cannot be released back into the wild.  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen: I have to get back to work now, so will read back on this discussion later. Just 

wanted to say I am looking forward to seeing you again, and wondering if you will have 

any success convincing Ed to wear his Eagle slippers with his tux, and Amanda to wear 

her turtle slippers with her gown? We might pay to see that--could bring in some extra 

funds :)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, if THAT'S the goal ... I may not be able to move very quickly though, and usually Kristen 

needs me to do her bidding.  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristin... so nice of you to spend time with us. Will there be photos taken and a write-up of 

the whole event on the WCV website for those of us that will not be able to attend? 

Thanks so much.  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, please get plenty if pics of EVERYONE to post for those of us who cannot be there. 

Thank You  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
You may have to ask Amanda about getting that information on the website. We will be taking 

pictures, though!  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
Some of our guests bring their own cameras as well.  

 

Comment:  
What hotel accommodations do you recommend?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
The most convenient option is to stay at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel where the event will be 

held. That way you don't have to go anywhere but up the stairs when the auctions are 

over!  
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Comment:  
Hi Kristen and Amanda - Do the proceeds from the Gala benefit a specific project at WCV? 

Wish I weren't so far away, I would love to be there. But, I'll be there in spirit!  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
The proceeds benefit the Wildlife Center as a whole. No special project.  

 

Comment:  
I bet with the rock stars at WCV this year, this year will be the biggest!  

 

Comment:  
That would sell as an "auction" item....what would one pay for Ed to wear his slippers!!  

 

Comment:  
Auction item......picture taken with Ed and Amanda in their eagle/turtle slippers??????  

 

Comment:  
I think you should raffle off a picture of Ed in his eagle slippers and tux! It should bring in a 

huge amount!!!  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, you said that Ed and Randy will be there. Will other staff members be there?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
They will! This is your chance to get to meet everyone that works at the Center.  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
That's one of the best parts of the night!  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, Hi. Sorry for logging in late. It's that darn work they expect me to do. I have 

reservations at the beautiful hotel, so excited! Can you tell me if there is a way to pay for 

your tickets other than by check (I don't like to use them). Also, if someone didn't get an 

invitation how do they get one? Sorry, I missed that earlier. If I need to scroll I will. 

Thanks for your time here.  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
You are welcome to pay via credit card. You can send that in the mail, or call the Center and our 

front desk staff can take that information.  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
I think we could probably also accept PayPal. Just be sure to note what your payment is for!  

 

Comment:  
Will Mods be there too?  
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Kristen, WCV:  
You would probably have to ask them, but I think there may be a mod or two attending ;)  

 

Comment:  
It would be so cool if you could set up the critter cam at the Gala so that everyone can see what's 

going on. Sounds like a great event!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh my.  

 

Comment:  
Who is your favorite animal at WCV? (Oh, and when is your birthday?)  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
That is such a tough question! I work on the other end of the building, so my interactions with 

the critters are limited. But I do like Edie! (And I have a spring birthday.)  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristin, what kind of bird is Edie? Sorry if I missed that!  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
Oh! Sorry! Edie is an American Kestrel.  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, do you ever go on releases? Have you ever released an animal?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
I do go on releases sometimes! My first was a triple eagle release back in 2009. It really depends 

on what else is going on at the office. They are a blast!  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
I have released animals. I have released opossums, birds, and rabbits.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2010/09/an-unexpected-visitor-update/  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, I won't be able to attend. Do I need to send back an RSVP?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
You don't! Save the stamp. If we don't hear from you, we will assume you can't make it.  

 

Comment:  
Okay--I am back for a few...I understand that both MVK and Congo plan to attend the gala (they 

shared that on one of these chat discussions). And Kristen--that answer about the "spring" 

birthday won't work with this crowd. Must be more specific :)  

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2010/09/an-unexpected-visitor-update/
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Kristen, WCV:  
I thought that might go unnoticed. I should have known better! My birthday is May 1.  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen and Amanda. Not to rush things, but do you plan to possibly offer more frequent but 

less formal gatherings such as 'meet the WCV staff" luncheons in the future? :-)  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
We are hoping to do different sorts of events in the future. For now, we do have open houses and 

events like Buddy Day. Stay tuned!  

 

Comment:  
You are obviously an animal lover, how did you get involved with WCV?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
I was looking for a job in wildlife and discovered that the Center needed a front desk 

coordinator. That's actually where I started. That position taught me a lot about wildlife, 

which I think helps me in the position I have now.  

 

Comment:  
Wow, Kristen, you have a very important job there. How big is your staff? You must have help 

for such a big thing like raising funds to keep the center going. I bet it is challenging, yet 

fun?!  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
Well, there are three of us in the development office. I work very closely with them and Randy 

for a lot of our projects. My job is definitely challenging and fun! And it's constantly 

changing, which is great!  

 

Comment:  
What is your educational background? Also, from what state do you come from?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
I have a biology degree from James Madison University. I was born in Texas, but have lived in 

this part of Virginia since elementary school.  

 

Comment:  
Even if you can't attend a RSVP card can still be accompanied by a check?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
Absolutely!  

 

Comment:  
Is the picture of the person releasing the opossum you?  
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Kristen, WCV:  
Why yes it is.  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, first welcome. Are the Galas always held on the first Saturday in November?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
They aren't. We choose a date that works for our venue and for our schedule as well. Amanda's 

Call of the Wild conference is one of the other events we have to consider. We try to 

announce the date well in advance so people can mark it on their calendars.  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, do you know the room rates at the hotel for that night? I believe I read that there are 

discounted rates for those attending the gala?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
You are correct. If you call the hotel and tell them that you are with us, the rate is $135/night.  

 

Comment:  
So, men wear a tux and women wear .......  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen, How formal is formal.. Will they let me in with just a street length dress?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
The women wear anything from a cocktail dress to full length ball gown. It is a formal event, but 

you don't have to pull out your tiaras.  

 

Comment:  
Thank you for your time today, Kristen. Could we ask for a table with a Moderator. Would be 

fun, so that we could get to know our special people.  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
The tables seat 8, so not everyone will be able to sit with a moderator. I do try to put a staff 

member at any table with room. And remember, there is the silent auction before dinner, 

so there's plenty of time to mingle!  

Comment:  
Are gentlemen required to be in tux?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
Nope! A dark suit works just fine as well.  

 

Comment:  
What other projects do you work on?  
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Kristen, WCV:  
When I’m not busy planning the benefit, I assist with grant applications, mailings, and any other 

“projects” that come up throughout the year.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Earlier this summer Kristen was buried (almost literally -- she's tiny) in mailed calendar orders.  

 

Comment:  
What years did you attend JMU? My son is a grad of JMU and is working there now! He's in 

music and is a bird watcher!!  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
I graduated in 2003.  

 

Comment:  
Good afternoon Kristen! I apologize for joining the Q&A late and if my question has already 

been answered no need to post again. My question is the gala a "by invitation only" if not 

how does one RSVP that they would like to attend?  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
The gala is not by invitation only. We sent out about 2100 invitations, but everyone is more than 

welcome to attend. Just send me an email at gala@wildlifecenter.org with your mailing 

address and I’d be more than happy to get one in the mail for you! And there’s also 

information about the event on the Center’s website. You don’t really even need to have 

an invitation in hand if you’d like to join us!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, everyone, I think that we need to call it a day ... Kristen has piles of stuff to deal with in 

her office, as do I!  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
Well, I should head back to work. Thanks everyone for your great questions and welcoming me 

here today!  

 

Kristen, WCV:  
Again, if you have any questions, feel free to contact me!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen! The invitations were beautiful! You did a great job!  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Kristen! No questions for you. I know you have your hands full at the center and thank 

you for joining us today!  
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Comment:  
People are saying it is NV on the gala invitation cover--is that so? I couldn't find it written 

anywhere.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It's one of the famous three. I'd have to check.  

 

Comment:  
Thank you, Kristen and Amanda, so very much for your time and consideration this afternoon 

 

 

 

 

   


