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Wildlife Center Classroom Series: 
Goodbye Winter, Hello Spring! 

  
 

Wednesday, April 9, 2014 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Is everybody ready to get started? 
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Oh wow! Just getting here--had a busy work am. I just saw Papa's new baby charge. I hope we will get to 
see Papa and Baby GHO on cam :) 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
Yes. 
 
                     ๏  ๏)  

19 pairs of small eyes glued to screen, Brittney! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Present and ready! 
 
Comment From dj  
yes! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Welcome April’s Wildlife Center Classroom Series! 
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Comment From Regina, ILʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  ๏   ๏)  

Ready! I'll get to join in for the first have while I have lunch. Yay 
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Here for at least the beginning of class. trying to tell everyone at work I have a webinar now 
 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
We’re officially three weeks into spring, and the Center is already seeing the seasonal changes in our 
patient admissions. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
This past winter was especially hard on wildlife in North America. The phenomenon of the Polar Vortex 
brought unusually cold temperatures, freezing bodies of water, and lots of snow here in Virginia. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Additionally, it was a poor mast crop year – meaning, there were less nuts available for wildlife to 
consume in the fall when wildlife is normally consuming a lot of food to prepare for winter. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Now that the cold, snowy weather has lifted from the Shenandoah Valley, we’re all feeling much 
brighter here at the Center. Spring is finally here! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Today’s class will start by explaining what spring is from a scientific perspective. Then, we’ll talk about 
the change in season, what that means for wildlife and the change in patient admissions here at the 
Center. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
So let’s begin by answering a question… 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
What is spring? 
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               ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

(coming out of hibernation for me) 
 
Comment From Guest  
When the sun is right over the equator? 
 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
The vernal equinox 
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
What VA Kris said 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
We encounter four seasons as the earth rotates completely around the sun. The major difference 
between each season is the tilt away or towards the sun, causing different numbers of daylight hours 
and climatic changes. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Our orbit around the sun is not perfectly circular. It’s actually elliptical, or oval shaped. During the 
winter, in the northern hemisphere the earth is actually closer to the sun than in the summer. The 
difference of about 3 million miles! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
But the orbit has little to do with the effects of seasons. The 23.45 degree tilt of earth’s rotational axis is 
what causes us to have seasons.  
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
In winter in the Northern Hemisphere, the earth is tilted away from the sun, making it colder. During 
summer in the Northern Hemisphere, the earth is tilted toward the sun, making it warmer. Spring and 
fall are the transition between the two tilts. 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
For some visual understanding… 
 

 
http://blogs.wane.com/2011/03/20/spring-is-here/ 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Notice the tilt of the earth! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
What day of the year does everybody think the earth is closest to the sun? 
 
Comment From Me  
June 21? 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
1st day of winter? 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
dec 21 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
Winter solstice 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
First day of winter 
 
               ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

Sept 21 
 
 

http://blogs.wane.com/2011/03/20/spring-is-here/
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
These are all good guesses!  
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
January 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
January 4th … which is call perihelion! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
So with that being said... What day of the year do you think the earth is furthest from the sun? 
 
Comment From Me  
If the earth is so close to the sun in January, then I shouldn't be so cold. 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
July 4th! 
 
Comment From 33mama  
July 4th 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
Must be in July? 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
July 4th … which is called aphelion! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
I have already learned something!! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Great job everybody! So although the earth is closer to the sun, we are tilted away so it isn't as warm! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The first day of spring is represented by the vernal equinox. This is when the sun passes directly over the 
equator, leading to longer days. 
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Comment From 33mama  
So...how did we get this old without ever hearing that term??? 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The autumnal equinox is the exact opposite in that it leads to shorter days. 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
Dr. Kelli and all the rehab externs learned something today! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
... And we're just getting started! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The term equinox is derived from the Latin words aequus- equal and nox- night… so when daylight and 
twilight hours are equal. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
It’s not just hours of daylight and warmer temperatures that make me think of spring.... 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
What makes YOU think of spring? :) 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Flowers! 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
Little Peepers 
 
Comment From BarbG  
flowers coming up 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
Wildlife baby feedings! 
 
Comment From David in VA.  
Daffodils 
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Comment From katiesmom  
Baby birds 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Animal babies! 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
birds singing and seeing the hibernated animals again 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
Flowers growing 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Some major things I notice at the start of spring are the songbirds singing joyfully, buds growing and 
bursting on trees, insects, flowers (some of the earliest to bloom are daffodils, tulips, bloodroot, and 
Virginia bluebells). Just more activity in nature overall! 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
warm 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
time to garden 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
trees budding 
 
               ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

Snow is gone, birds are out, and I asee fome flowers 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
There is the old saying, “April showers bring May flowers” and there is a lot of truth to this! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
As spring rolls in, snow starts to melt, the ground thaws, and there is often an increase in heavy rainfall. 
The heavy rainfall is from the moisture in the ground beginning to warm up into the air. Altogether, this 
leads to the growth of new vegetation – flora that feeds the wildlife. 
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
birds nesting in my yard, flowers coming up, trees budding --new life! 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
With the increase in sunlight, temperature, and precipitation, wildlife also begins changing drastically. 
It’s almost like a switch is flipped and everything begins to change! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
This change starts at the bottom of the food chain … 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Plants begin to grow and bloom; producing food for everything else. 

 
http://m.flikie.com/33579110/new-life.html?skey=spring 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Herbivores have a higher abundance of food than in winter. 

 

http://m.flikie.com/33579110/new-life.html?skey=spring
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Predators have a better selection of food. 

 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The entire food chain is affected by the seasonal changes. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Some of these changes trigger return migrations for birds, fish, and mammals. Others come out of dens 
or cavities, even from beneath rocks and logs. They begin to leave the places they spent throughout the 
winter. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Just like humans, they become much more active in the spring and summer compared to the winter. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Some species are considered to be the “harbingers” of a new season. By definition, harbingers are 
something that announces or signals the approach of another. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Robins! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Exactly! 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
like robins in the north 
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               ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

earthworms are a start 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
So harbingers of spring are those species that we see when spring is approaching. We might see some 
migrating birds (such as the Canada goose or the American robin) heading north again, occasionally 
stopping in different areas along their migratory route for food. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
According to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, birds depend on the magnetic fields, changes in sunlight 
and the alignment of the stars to migrate, among other things. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
As the earth orbits the sun, the stars that we are able to see change. The stars we see in the summer are 
different than those we see in the winter but the stars of each season are the same every year. Birds are 
believed to follow these changes to determine their migration times. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
That is truly amazing. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
In case you're interested in learning more about this.....http://www.birds.cornell.ed... 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
So now that we have talked some of the changes in season that trigger migration, let’s discuss how 
these same changes may also trigger animals to emerge from dens following hibernation. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Hibernation is a state of inactivity and metabolic depression in some animals. Meaning, lower body 
temperatures, slower respiration, and heart rates. This is the adaptation some animals have to conserve 
energy throughout winter when food sources are scarce. 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
A great example is the bat. A bat’s heartbeat drops from roughly 400 beats per minute, when awake, to 
as low as 10 beats during hibernation, and its body temperature drops close to the temperature inside 
the cave. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
With the warmer days of spring, animals who den or hibernate over winter begin to wake up. After living 
off their body fat during the winter, these species begin their quest for food, water, and sometimes a 
mate. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
This awakening usually occurs in late February or early March depending on the temperatures and the 
severity of the winter. 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
56 degrees? 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Yes! Most caves have a constant temperature of 56 degrees! Great job Yvonne! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
So the bat who hibernated through winter will now sense the changes in temperature and the arousal of 
other bats in the hibernation roost. The bat will emerge from hibernation, ready for a meal! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Around the same time, this warming temperatures will cause insects who sheltered in the soil, under 
leaves, or inside plant stems to emerge. These emerging insects will be a great food source for the newly 
awakened bat! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
With all the animals returning and waking up, nature is at its busiest time in spring; every day brings 
changes and new growth. 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Spring brings many physical changes to different species in many different ways. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
What kind of changes can you think of? 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
breeding season and fattening up from winter and shedding or molting 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Start shedding winter coat. 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Shedding winter coats. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Ready to breed. 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
metabolic rate 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Some physical appearance changes include plumage (feathering) changes on birds, extra layers of fur 
are shed off of mammals, and some animal’s coloration may change to blend in with their new 
surroundings. 
 
Comment From Viki  
The goldfinches are now bright yellow! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Different species of birds molt at different times throughout the year, often coinciding with the seasons. 
Molting is a response to a mixture of hormonal changes and the plumage are shed. It takes a lot of time 
and energy for a bird to molt so they often do this before migration. They usually will find a quiet dark 
place to rest during this period. 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Yes. Birds get their "courting clothes". 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The most common molting period in North America is the plumage change between winter and spring 
(non-breeding to breeding season). According to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, the more colorful spring 
breeding plumage seen in many species is referred to as the “alternate plumage” under the Humphrey-
Parks system. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Molting patterns vary by species and individuals each year. Most species have one complete molt per 
year, some have multiple. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
One species that molts in the spring is the Scarlet Tanager. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
In spring and summer, adult males become brilliant red with black wings and tails. Females are olive-
yellow with darker olive wings and tails. After breeding, adult males molt to that same olive-yellow 
color, but with black wings and tail. 
 

 
A male Scarlet Tanager during breeding season. This picture was taken of a patient we had here at the 
Wildlife Center in 2009. 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
That's one of my favorites 
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A female Scarlet Tanager 
 
Comment From izzy2cool4u  
That bright color will surely get him noticed! 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
Isn't she pretty? 
 
               ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

Some geese cannot fly when they are molting and have to hide until it is finished. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Another species that molts during breeding season is much smaller than the scarlet tanager. In fact it’s 
the smallest bird in North America. Anyone know who this is? 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
No cheating! 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Goldfinch? 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Hummingbird? 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
hummer! 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
hummingbird 
 
Comment From izzy2cool4u  
humming bird? 
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               ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

A Hummingbird? 
 
Comment From David in VA.  
Busted. :( 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
gotta be a Hummer... 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The Calliope Hummingbird! Weighing only 2-3 grams. Edie the American kestrel, our smallest raptor 
ambassador, weighs over 130 grams! 
  

 
The purple iridescent feathers on the neck and chest of the Calliope Hummingbird are the gorget 
feathers. http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Calliope_Hummingbird/lifehistory 
 
Comment From 33mama  
I didn't think hummers changed colors. Aren't they always colorful? 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The Calliope Hummingbird migrates to the northwestern United States during the spring and summer. 
The Calliope hummingbird molts its gorget feathers (throat/chest feathers) in the spring. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
In some species, the colors and markings of the male can have a direct impact on how attractive he is to 
a female, and it’s directly correlated to his mating success. 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
ohhh he is pretty, I only have the ruby throated here, I am much farther north 
 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Calliope_Hummingbird/lifehistory
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Behaviors of different species also change in the spring. Something we might call “spring fever”. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
There are territorial disputes between males and sometimes between females. You can find females 
building nests and males building nests. Courtship displays with singing, flying, dancing, hopping… these 
might be some of the most interesting activities somebody can see during the spring. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Spring is often considered to be the most suitable season for breeding, usually with favorable climatic 
conditions and abundant food and water sources. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
And for those of you who thought of this.... Spring peepers are amazingly loud indicators of spring, 
considering the small-sized bodies of these frogs (males are less than one inch long). Once temperatures 
go above freezing, males gather in pools of water and sing to attract females. 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Been watching Doves chase each other for a few weeks now. Fun to see them run! 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
the birds sing a lot more during the spring than any other time of year 
 

 
Photo courtesy of Michael Bernard http://www.mister-
toad.com/photos/frog/pseudacris_crucifer_01.html 
 
Spring Peeper Recording 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzwpRjaz8pw 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzwpRjaz8pw
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Comment From VA Kris  
Love those peepers! 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Love the sound of peepers! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Audio Courtesy of Michael Bernard 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
We are even experiencing “spring fever” here at the Wildlife Center. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Buttercup has recently been practicing his courtship dances for some of our staff. When black vultures 
do their courtship dance they usually try to show off how large they are with confidence… wings spread 
out and head stretched to the sky… Buttercup tries to do this, the interesting part is that Buttercup isn’t 
quite sure how. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
We believe that, because he is imprinted, he doesn’t know how to properly court a mate. In the video 
you can see his head is in more of a submissive position and his wings aren’t fully stretched out. He 
seems to be doing everything else right though! 
 
Comment From izzy2cool4u  
Must be flattering to the staff that Buttercup thinks they are so beautiful :) how sweet is that? 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
Aw. So handsome! 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
Silly Buttercup - some one has teach him how! 
 
Comment From BarbG  
we love Buttercup 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Edie is another example of our ambassadors with “spring fever”. Edie has been very vocal recently 
(some may have had the opportunity to hear her during our recent open houses). She has also been 
preening and posturing very often. 
 

 
A photo I captured of Edie preening herself. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Now we need to know which staff members he is courting! 
 
               ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

Yeah, he knows how to display when he is on his perch, but when it comes to attracting a mate, he is 
flummoxed. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Not all creatures mate in spring though. 
 
Comment From izzy2cool4u  
Edie is so beautiful it's hard to believe she is ever feisty! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
I think Mr. BC likes Amanda. 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Deer, for example, mate in the fall, which allows their fawns to be born during the abundance of spring. 
Bears breed in the summer and give birth in late January to February. When they exit their dens, they 
are still drinking milk, but the sow (mother bear) is teaching them how to forage for food during the 
spring. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The first bear cub we got in this spring was on April 4th and she only weighed a whopping 4 pounds. 
 

 
First cub of the year! Photo by: WCV Diagnostic Intern Kelli 
 
Comment From izzy2cool4u  
Nature seems to know the best time for each species so that they have the food and space they need to 
thrive. It's really quite remarkable the more we think about it. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Poor baby... 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
Wee little bear! 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
aww so tiny 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Spring is a season of natural drama: awakenings, coming and going, territorial disputes, courtship 
practices, nest building, egg laying, birthing and food gathering. The celebration of life makes spring a 
wonderful time for watching wildlife. 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Spring also brings some “drama” to the Center. Following a typical winter, things start getting busy here 
at the Wildlife Center in February and March. With the increase of both animal and human activity, the 
patient numbers soar. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
We would normally expect to see lots of babies in early spring, including squirrels, rabbits, opossums 
and eventually baby birds. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
When the climates in some habitats are harsh and food sources are lacking, some species need to travel 
further to avoid the bad weather and find food. This year has been an especially unforgiving season for 
most species. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Are there extra interns and externs in the spring to care for all the babies? 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
Yes we schedule more rehab externs this time of year than in the winter so we have lots of help! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Thanks Rehab :) 
 
               ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

I remember Davis who started at WCV and got right away into feeding babies, before he even got 
acclimated to WCV. 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
No baby squirrels :) 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
Volunteers help out too, with the extra babies 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
for that baby bear, obviously you cant get bears milk, what do you feed it? 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
A special formula for bears. It's especially important that they aren't fed different kinds though. 
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Comment From Rehab in Library  
We feed baby bears a formula made by Fox Valley which is similar to the sow's milk. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
There is a cycle we see of the trees producing mast, the fruit of forest trees like acorns, hickory nuts, etc. 
After a good mast crop season trees will reserve resources for another good mast crop several seasons 
later. As a result there is a cycle of good and poor mast crop seasons. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
So some years we see a lot of acorns, hickory nuts, etc. and other years, we barely see any at all. 
Weather appears to be a factor in the poor mast crop cycle (little fruit production)… depending on late 
freezes, high or low humidity in spring and droughts in summer. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Nuts are a key food source for a number of animals. Bears, deer, and squirrels are among those that 
consume acorns and other hard mast. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Acorns are rich in fat, carbohydrates and energy-- all very important nutrients needed for an animal’s 
body condition, survivability and reproduction. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
When acorns aren’t available, animals turn to alternative food sources, sometimes coming in contact 
with humans (especially bird feeders), which is potentially dangerous for both the wildlife and humans. 
The need for food seems to overtake the fear of being in human inhabited areas. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Black bears have been noted (by VDGIF officials) to den earlier than normal when there are shortages of 
acorns, making their fat reserves noticeably less. This can cause early emergence and lower cub survival, 
commonly associated with emaciation. Deer and other prey species who have to travel further for food 
are also more at risk of being predated on. 
 
 



Wildlife Center Classroom Series: Goodbye Winter, Hello Spring! Page 22 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
In 2012, we had a high mast crop producing what seemed like an inexhaustible supply of food for many 
species. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The mast crop of 2013 was not as abundant. Following a poor mast crop this fall, it is possible many 
animals have suffered and struggled to stay alive through the winter. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
It doesn’t help it was an unusually cold winter. The polar vortex caused Alaska to endure a warm winter 
while the eastern continental US experienced one of the coldest winters to date. 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
Maybe we won't get 17 cubs this year 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Hmmm Rehab.....you are off to an earlier start! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
I think the rehab staff can handle everything! But for the bears' sakes of staying with their mother, I 
hope not! 
   
Diagram courtesy of NOAA 
 
Comment From izzy2cool4u  
All 17 cubs were lucky to have you Rehab staff :) 
 
Comment From 33mama  
With all the publicity for the new bear enclosures, more, instead of less, cubs might find their way to 
WCV! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
When looking at the NOAA diagram for the 2014 winter you can see that many states experienced one 
of top ten coldest winters! 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
We expect with the poor mast crop and the cold winter we will receive many patients who are 
emaciated and dehydrated throughout the entirety of spring until alternative food sources are available. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
For more information on the mast crop cycles or any clarification…http://usclancaster.sc.edu/... 
 
Comment From izzy2cool4u  
Would colder winters mean later returns for migrating animals? If so would their food sources in 
migrating spaces start to deplete more than usual making a space less favorable for next season? 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
For migrations, they follow other indicators to begin their journeys, rather than just temperature. Which 
is why although there was snow on the ground, many species were spotted out and about on the east 
coast! 
 
               ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

It seems like there should be a way to store nuts, acorns, and such during a good year, in order to put 
them out during a poor year -- like batches out in the forest for bears and deer. Can't you see helio 
drops of big bags of nuts... wouldn't that be fun to do. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
There seems to be a nice correlation of breeding, babies, and the mast crops. Nature just taking it's 
course in population control :) 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
So far this spring we have had a wide variety of patients at the Wildlife Center. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Who do you think are our most common patients in the spring? 
 
Comment From cwerb  
lately, bears! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Eastern Cottontails 
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Comment From katiesmom  
baby bunnies 
 
Comment From Me  
Bunnies 
 
Comment From BarbG  
bunnies 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
Owls 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
Cottontails 
 
Comment From MH in SC  
Bunnies and Congo's buddies.. 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
followed by opossums and squirrels and bears!!!! 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
Opossums 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
Normally squirrels but not this year sadly 
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
yep baby bunnies--high stress bunnies 
 
               ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

don't forget squirrels and opossums (sorry, Congo) 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The most common patients we have received are orphaned and adult Virginia Opossums, orphaned 
Eastern Cottontails, American Robins, American Black Bears, many types of owls, and orphaned Eastern 
Gray Squirrels. The squirrel numbers have been quite low. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Some of the unique patients we have received are the smoke phased Wild Turkey, the Purple Gallinule, 
and an American Beaver. 
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Comment From 33mama  
Why are the squirrel numbers down? 
 
Comment From MH in SC  
Why is the squirrel number low? Because of poor mast crop so less mating? I thought they mating 
several times a year? 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Correct MH! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
They do mate multiple times per year but just for this litter. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
So it is finally starting to feel like spring here. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
With the patient numbers rising and everything! 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
Only 2 squirrels which is unheard of 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
We finally admitted our first baby squirrel last Thursday… as well as baby bunnies and our first litter of 
baby opossums. All within two days! 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
Crash course in baby mammals for rehab externs!!! 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Squirrels are down here in SC too. My local rehab facility got in a huge number of opossums and bunnies 
yesterday plus a few squirrels and other things. 55 new patients in one day! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
After some research, we realized that this spring is the latest we have gone without receiving any baby 
squirrels in over 14 years! 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The latest date we have admitted the first baby squirrel was March 11th in 2010. On average we have 
admitted the first squirrel orphans in the end of February. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The earliest we admitted a baby rabbit was on March 12, 2012.  
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
In 2011, we admitted our first litter of opossums on March 1st.  
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Usually by now (early April), our ICU is full of all different babies, with songbirds are right around the 
corner. 
 
Comment From izzy2cool4u  
With the abundance of babies needing care and space, how does the center ensure they have room for 
them all? 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
We have a lot of space in our ICU as well as our extended ICU! We will always find room for patients that 
need help! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Darn. Have an appointment and have to go. I'll read back later. Enjoy the spring afternoon. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
We expect that as the wildlife gets more active things will begin picking up here as well. Keep your eye 
on our website, Facebook and Twitter to see patient stories for our new patients and up to date 
happenings at the Center. 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Spring is a very important season for most wildlife and it our duty to do our best and keep nature safe. 
Whether you are out hiking, bird watching, camping or just in your backyard, do your best to keep a 
distance between you and wildlife. Try not to disturb them by being loud or careless. Not littering and 
keeping cats indoors (especially in the spring) are also easy alternatives! 
 
               ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

Don't you adopt out some patient babies to local rehabbers, too? 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
We can transfer some out if we are overwhelmed! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Since the first day of spring, March 20th this year, we have received over 90 patients... and they just 
keep coming :) 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
What do you think the top three causes of admission to the Wildlife Center are in the spring? 
 
Comment From David in VA.  
Job security. :) 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
nest destruction 
 
Comment From David in VA.  
Orphaned? 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
kidnapping 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
cat attacks, hit by car, healthy orphan 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
Cats 
 
Comment From BarbG  
cars hit moms, cat attacks 
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Comment From katiesmom  
orphaned 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
humans 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
You've got it covered, Great job! 
 
Comment From ( ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

"kidnappers" (people who take babies away from their moms), cat pounced on, and cars 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The top three causes of admission are cat attacks, collision with motor vehicles or babies being 
orphaned. Many of the patients had lesions or wounds on their skin and some dehydrated or emaciated, 
making them weak and vulnerable in their habitats. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
As a predator, domestic cats pose a serious threat to wildlife. The University of Georgia found that the 
average cat only brings home about 23% of what they attack. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
A single bite from a cat can cause infections from the bacteria that harbors in their mouth. Keep cats 
inside for their safety as well as the safety of wildlife, especially at this seasonally sensitive time of year, 
where baby animals are abundant and vulnerable. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
If you’re interested in seeing some Kitty Cam videos or UGA’s research:http://www.kittycams.uga.ed... 
 
Comment From 33mama  
33kitty enjoys the birds at the feeders from inside the window! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Something I highly suggest to anybody who hasn't seen these before! 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
For more tips and information about keeping cats indoors, visithttp://wildlifecenter.org/c... 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
You know, if WCV would put a little info brochure on the website about the importance of keeping cats 
indoors, I'd print it and pass it around the neighborhood. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Check out the link above :) 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Many ‘orphans’ that come to the Center aren’t actually orphans at all. Often, humans encounter a baby 
or a litter of babies, without the mother and assume that mother has abandoned her young, has died, or 
is unable to care for her young. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Humans misinterpret the natural parenting techniques of other species, mistakenly assuming that 
humans know best. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The best care that babies can receive is from their natural parents. When you find an orphaned wild 
animal the first thing you should do is try to determine if it is injured or sick. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
If it’s not injured or sick the best option is to look for the nest, den or just leave it to see if mom comes 
back. There are exceptions to this however, sometimes the mother has died and can’t return or the 
animals are actually old enough to live on their own. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Some patient squirrels at the center last year. 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
humans often do that with deer 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Yes! Deer are cashers with their young – meaning, the mother stashes her fawn somewhere she believe 
to be safe, and heads out to forage for food. Once the mother is done eating on her own, she will head 
back to feed their fawn. 
 
Comment From Rehab in Library  
We have 2:00om baby feedings to do but thank you for all the great info! Goodbye from Dr. Kelli, Rehab 
Interns Jordan and Kelsey, Rehab Externs Erica, Emily, Alice and Katie. 
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
@ Rehab in Library--Are you feeding babies while you attend class? LOL 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Bye rehab staff! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Rescuers often believe that if a fawn is without its mother, it must be an orphan (most likely not the 
case). Give the mother time to come back – usually she will return by dawn or dusk. 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
Bye Rehab Team! Thanks! 
 
Comment From Me  
Thank you rehab staff for all your hard work. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
For more information about fawns: http://wildlifecenter.org/n... 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Good thing about mothers leaving babies all day is that bunnies only have to be fed twice a day, versus 
every 15 or 20 minutes like song birds. 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
Love those speckles 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Many patients can be prevented from ever coming to the Wildlife Center altogether with the help of 
humans caring for their environment… 
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               ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

i am grateful that some of our people stop to check out animals along the side of the road to see if there 
are babies involved. Saving opossums from dead moms is a great thing. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
One of the main causes of admission at the Center is animals being struck by vehicles. Animals are 
attracted to the sides of roads because of the litter they find, and predators are attracted to the 
roadside by the animals eating the litter. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Many times these interactions are fatal. No litter is “safe” litter, this especially includes biodegradable 
litter. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Roadside litter has a devastating impact on wild animals. To hear the message of the apple core please 
visit:http://wildlifecenter.org/m... 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
More trivia! Hope everybody has their thinking caps on... 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Why did the turtle cross the road? 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
To get where he's going? 
 
Comment From 33mama  
To get to the other side! 
 
Comment From Cathy in Poquoson  
To get to the other side! 
 
Comment From MH in SC  
to get to the other side, and that is the way you move them..the direction they were going 
 
Comment From yvonne ny  
to lay its eggs on the other side 
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Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Yes! To get to the other side of course! 
 
Comment From David in VA.  
Perhaps to a former nesting ground? 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Possibly! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
The best way to help a turtle is to move them across the road in the direction they are heading, they are 
very stubborn and will continue to try and cross the road until they get to where they are headed (most 
often times to lay eggs or return to water). 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
For more tips on crossing turtles go to: http://wildlifecenter.org/t... 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
So a basic rule of thumb for encounters... 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
When in doubt, leave it where it is and call the Wildlife Center (or one close to you) to get advice on 
what to do. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Some rescue tips:http://wildlifecenter.org/r... 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
So I guess I will leave you with those messages! :) 
 
 



Wildlife Center Classroom Series: Goodbye Winter, Hello Spring! Page 33 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
I hope everyone enjoyed learning about spring, how seasonal changes impact wildlife, and how the 
change in season affects patient admissions at the Center. 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
At this time I would like to thank everybody for participating in or joining our class, if you were late and 
missed anything feel free to scroll back through to learn more! :) 
 
Comment From VA Kris  
Bravo, Brittney! A great class with some astronomy, climatology, biology, speleology, ornithology, 
dendrology, meteorology, ecology and ethology. Very well done! 
 
                     ๏  ๏)  

This has been a wonderful class and a great learning experience for our kids. Thanks so much Brittney 
for an excellent program! 
 
Comment From izzy2cool4u  
You are fantastic Brittney this is my first time on the mod discussion with you. Thanks for a great class 
and a wonderful start to spring! 
 
From Cathy in Poquoson  
Thank you, Brittney. Enjoyed the class. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Brittney thanks for a great class! 
 
Comment From dj  
wonderful....lots of information. I will need to scroll back to read again! 
 
Comment From ( ๏  ๏) Dancelady ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

Brittney, who is the owl in your avatar, a GHO, but who? 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
That would be Quinn, the Great Horned Owl! 
 

Brittney Rogers, WCV: 
Thanks again for joining me today! 
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Great job Brittney! Clap, Clap Clap! 



Wildlife Center Classroom Series: Goodbye Winter, Hello Spring! Page 34 
 

 
Comment From kansvOH  
Thanks Brittney-very informative. 
 
Comment From Viki  
Thanks, Brittney!! I really enjoyed your class! Very informative and interesting! 
 
Comment From David in VA.  
Thank you Brittney, very informative. 
 
 


