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June 6, 2012 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Well, we're extremely excited to have Eva and Andrew King here with us tonight -- and a very 

timely session too, since the Peregrine Falcon they worked with was released today! 

Welcome, Eva and Andrew! 

 

Comment: 
Welcome to the Critter Nation Eva and Andrew we're thrilled to have you here :) 

 

Eva King:  
Hi everybody! Andrew and I are very excited to be here answering your questions tonight! This 

is the first time we are doing this, so please bear with us, if we stumble around with the 

technology a little bit... 

 

Comment: 
Please HOLD for Falconers Eva and Andrew: Our 19 special needs kids would like to know the 

process you go through in preparing a falcon, like our WCV falcon, to return to the wild. 

Just a short step-by-step program description. Thanks for all you do and for your time 

tonight! 

 

Eva King:  
Caleb, the process is this: When we got this little guy, his fractures were well healed and he had 

had a chance to get some exercise in the flight chamber. Of all the raptors, however, 

falcons rely the most on their superior flying skill. They need to fly really fast, high and 

precise to hunt their prey. That's other birds. So, the work-out falcons can get in a flight 

chamber, while a great start, does not necessarily fully prepare them for what's ahead. 

 

Eva King:  
So... when we took over the peregrine, he was entering our special "falcon boot camp" to build 

extra strength and make sure that he really can fly well enough to be released. To do that, 

we first used traditional falconry techniques to make him more comfortable with being 

handled by us. This process is called "manning". It reduces the stress the bird experiences 

while working with humans. But it does not make him “tame" or reliant on humans. 
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Eva King:  
To do this, we first put equipment on his legs, that's customized leather anklets and straps to 

secure him on our falconers glove, the creance (or training line we later attached him to). 

He then spent the first few days in close contact with us, either sitting on his perch in our 

house, in full view of us and our actions, or on the falconers glove. During this time, he 

learned that he does not need to fear us. 

 

Eva King:  
The next step was to take him out to a very large open field that we have access to, and allow 

him to fly while being attached to a creance. That's a long line he is secured to, that 

allows him to go for up to 80 yards before being gently stopped by one of us. 

 

Eva King:  
We did this flight training with him twice every day, unless it was raining. And that built rength 

within a pretty short period of time. 

 

Comment:  

Hold for the Falconers tonight: I'm really looking forward to hearing more about creancing and 

was wondering what the forces are like both on the bird and on your hand or wherever it 

is tied. Do you feel the centripetal force as the bird is flying? Thanks so much for being 

here and all you do! 

 

Eva King:  
Thanks for your nice comment, Amie! The forces on our hands or the bird during the creancing 

are not very high at all. Just imagine this: We are trying to let the falcon fly as 

uninhibited as possible, so he can get some speed going and maybe even start getting 

some altitude. But we always carefully plan for the available space. That means that long 

before the falcon "runs out of room" so to speak, we start to gently break his speed and 

ensure a gentle landing. There never is a hard stop, not for the bird and not for our hand 

either. 

 

Comment: 
QUESTION FOR FALCONERS - What is it that you provide the falcons before release that is 

so important? What would be the difference in today's released falcon and one that is 

released without your training? 

 

Eva King:  
Cathy, Birds of prey are amazing athletes. When they've had an accident they're incapacitated for 

weeks which impacts their conditioning, metabolism, and muscle mass. 

At the wildlife center, they're able to exercise in flight chambers which helps. However, Dave 

McRuer pointed out research to us showing that creance flight training increases fitness 

much more efficiently and effectively than exercise only in flight chambers. The birds get 

to fly many times farther on a creance than in a flight chamber before they get a chance to 

recover. In a flight chamber they have to slow down, change direction and speed up 

again. And they have to choice to sit down quite often. In the field, they're not able take 

as many breaks. That's when they build muscle mass and tone. 
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Eva and I quickly noticed a change in the falcon's muscle quality and its ability to fly harder and 

faster. After a week, the falcon could fly twice as far, twice as many times when we first 

started. That's the kind of performance it will need to catch its own prey. During the three 

weeks we had him here, he went from first being able to fly 20 yards twice, to the full 

80+ yards repeatedly, and even started to get altitude. 

 

Comment: 
What type training did you have to become falconers? Is there a special certification needed? 

 

Eva King:  
Hi Susan! Becoming a falconer is a pretty lengthy process and involves lots of licensing. We 

have to first pass a big theory exam, have a state wildlife agent come and inspect our 

facilities and equipment. After passing the test and inspection, you can find a licensed 

and experienced falconer who is willing to take you on as apprentice, for a minimum of 

two years. If you pass all that, you get your falconers license. Andrew and I have worked 

with a wide variety of raptors first in England, then Germany and now here in Virginia, 

for over twelve years now. Time flies when you're having fun!! :-) 

 

Comment: 
Hello! I have watched you Dr. King doing great work at the VA Statehouse and Senate 

committees for falconry issues- how long have you both been doing this? Thank you - 

have million other Qs too but will read others :_) 

 

Eva King:  
That's fun! :-) As I said, we've been at it for a good 12 years now and sure are not getting tired 

any time soon. Working with raptors, both in traditional falconry as well as helping with 

rehab, is one of our biggest passions. 

 

Comment: 
Question for falconers: I believe falcons are quite good at making sharp, quick direction changes. 

So, when flying a falcon on a long line, as seen in this video clip from the WCV website 

[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgVXHBzL-pA&feature=youtu.be], do you ever 

have problems with the falcon crossing back over the line and/or getting tangled in the 

line? I noticed in the above clip that the falconer who was holding the line was doing 

what I would call "kite flying" behavior, i.e., stepping back and sideways several times, 

presumably to keep the line taut and the bird flying forward. 

 

Eva King:  
Using creances - i.e. kite string - for training raptors has been used since the very beginning of 

falconry. It's an important part of our training as falconers and that training was useful for 

conditioning this falcon while still having a degree of control over the bird. 

We had to adapt traditional techniques for this project. We were using a fishing reel to meter out 

the length of line. On most flights, we would let the falcon actually pull the line from the 

reel. It's quite easy to pull, but it still offers some resistance which hastens the falcon's 

conditioning. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgVXHBzL-pA&feature=youtu.be
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On some flights, when the two of us were working together, we could let the falcon fly without 

the need to pull the line from the reel. In the video, Andrew was in the middle of the field 

controlling the line. The length of line available would prevent the falcon from reaching 

the trees. 

With the line already out of the reel and laying on the ground, the falcon faced less resistance 

and could fly higher and faster. Andrew was making sure the line wasn't getting caught 

on tall grass and introducing resistance gradually so that the falcon would neither hit the 

end of its line with a jolt nor make it to the treeline. While they do the quick directional 

changes in the wild, falcons tend not to do that in this creance situation. They just want to 

get out of there, as fast as they can :-) So generally no worries about twisting and turning 

and doing the jig. 

 

Comment: 
I have a question for the Falconers, how long does it take to train a bird to hunt with you? Do 

you usually breed birds specifically for this? 

 

Eva King:  
Valya, as with so many things, the answer is a resounding "It depends..." Falcons tend to take 

longer than hawks. A lot of our falconry experience in actually using a trained raptor to 

hunt, is based on Red-Tailed Hawks. RTHs are fantastic hunters! they are just brilliant. 

Hey, probably my favorite hawk ever is my current female RTH Kira. They are versatile 

in their prey selection, i.e. they want to hunt whatever is available (which is why they 

tend to do so well in the wild) and take to training very well. So, our personal experience 

with RTHs is that we can generally train a completely wild hawk to be completely 

comfortable with us, deliberately fly back to us and hunt with us as a team within 2-4 

weeks. Now, falcons and a different ball-game. They tend to take longer to man and also 

to teach the techniques of the team work. But all that is relative, as ever individual bird is 

different. There are trends, but each one is an individual. 

 

Eva King:  
Oh, and yes: We also work with captive-bred birds. One of the two raptors we currently fly as 

our falconry birds is a Gyr-/Saker Hybrid falcon. GThe one in our avatar. He's a very 

pretty boy. A pretty useless hunter, but a great bird for educational work :-) 

 

Comment: 
Comment for the Kings tonite - I transported the falcon to WCV in Jan-- Thanks to you he flew 

great today - even being harassed by a smaller bird. Thank You 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
(I have seen Eva and Andrew get a wild Red-tailed hawk on the glove and sitting calmly in a 

matter of days. I think they are wizards). 

 

Eva King:  
That's brilliant! I wish we could have been there to watch him fly off, but unfortunately we had 

to be at work... Thanks so much for transporting this little guy to WCV!!! :-) 
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Eva King:  
You're too kind, Amanda... We try to do our best for every bird we work with. And it really 

helps that we are doing this as a team. You know, normally you do falconry by yourself, 

but Andrew and I are a great team. That way there is always an “outside eye" on 

whatever one of us does, and we can correct little issues as they happen. We are very 

lucky in that regard. 

 

Comment: 
How is the training process similar to training other animals? (like dogs) How is it different? 

After they gain your trust how do you prepare them for going free? Thanks!!!! 

 

Eva King:  
That’s a great question, wren! In all successful animal training, you need to find what motivates 

an animal. Find what motivates, and then use it as positive reinforcement. Operant 

conditioning is another term. The motivation can be very different for each type of 

animal, even with each individual. Most of you may be most familiar with training dogs. 

Some dogs are food-motivated, other by play. Raptors are entirely food-motivated. They 

do NOT have social tendencies; do not try to please us, like dogs or horses may want to, 

so being with us, cuddling or such is not motivation for a raptor. We work entirely with 

positive reinforcement, where we reward the behaviors we want to see by giving food 

rewards. Negative signals, like punishment, does not only not work with raptors, it can 

completely destroy the trust you have built during the initial manning phase. 

 

Comment: 
FOR EVA AND ANDREW - I find it fascinating that you WANT a bird that is wild to be 

comfortable around you. Do you talk to the bird...call it by a nick-name, or do you just 

place it near you only to observe you? 

 

Eva King:  
Cathy, in line with what I just explained in the previous answer, the purpose of training a raptor 

for falconry is to make them comfortable with us, so they are willing to work/hunt with 

us as a team. They never become dependent on us, or tame, in that process. All they learn 

is "This person is safe and makes food magically appear" be it by feeding the bird meat 

form our glove or lure, or by helping him make his hunt easier by flushing game for him. 

They don't stay with us because they love us (That love is a one-sided affair from us 

towards the bird only...) They are not social, so they don't care about that. But they 

appreciate the fact that living with me is easier than living without me. That's the not so 

poetic truth :-) 

 

Comment: 
My question for the falconers: How do you avoid "imprinting" on the falcons that are to be 

released. 

 

Eva King:  
Imprinting can only happen if you raise a chick, as their identity is not yet set. If the raptor, no 

matter which type, is already out of the nest, the time-frame during which imprinting can 
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happen has passed. The bird knows that he's a bird, and their identity is set. The training 

we do with grown up raptors is what we call "manning". The bird learns two main 

concepts during that process 1) that we're not going to eat it, i.e. we're safe, and 2) that 

we are an easy source for food. Once they understand those two concepts, the basis is set 

to establish team-work. But the bird never loses its independence, and will not randomly 

fly to other humans. The bond we build is only to the person who works with the bird, or 

specific body-language used in training, or tools. For example, me RTH who I have 

worked with for 4 years now, is willing to work with other falconers. But I need to be 

around, or the person needs to be wearing my glove. But most falconry bird will only be 

comfortable around the one person they are used to. So, no danger of imprinting, unless 

you raise them from a chick! 

 

Comment: 
Welcome, Eva and Andrew – thank you for being here - what and interesting and exotic career 

you folks have and how lucky we are to get a chance to learn more about it. Please tell us 

how you got involved in this business and where you went to learn the necessary skills. 

 

Comment: 
What got you started in Falconry? 

 

Eva King:  
Sandi, falconry is not a business, as much fun as that would be :-) We do this entirely in our 

spare-time. Actually come to think of it, it's most of our spare-time... :-) 

 

Eva King:  
Andrew and I got into falconry in a rather random way. But then, don't all the best things in life 

happen randomly?... Anyway, we lived in England at the time. One day driving around 

the Cotswolds (beautiful countryside just north of Oxford) we saw a sign "Cotswolds 

Falconry Center", and decided to drop in. We watched the owner, Geoff Dalton, fly a 

Feroginous Hawk and a Lannar Falcon during a little flighing display and were both 

instantly hooked! We then learned the ropes from Geoff, working with different types of 

falcons, hawks, eagles and owls. We then moved to my hometown in Germany and 

connected with Europe's largest raptor station "Greifvogelstation Hellenthal". We 

volunteered there for a few years and one year, I ran their entire captive breeding 

program. During that year I raised and trained about 20 eagles (Bald Eagles, White Tailed 

Fish Eagles, Golden Eagles, Batteleur and a bunch of others,), plus 

Peregrine/Saker/Lanner and Lugger Falcons, Eagle Owls, Harris Hawks, Red-tailed 

Hawks, Ferruginous Hawks and whatever else needed to be hatched, raised and trained 

for different purposes. It was a great experience, I tell you!! In 2005 we moved to 

Virginia and have since been practicing falconry here in the US. It's been a wild ride!! :-) 

Now working with the wonderful folks at WCV is a new chapter for us and we are very 

excited to use our skills to help wild raptors to go back out there! 

 

Eva King:  
That answer was to the following question that I forgot to push through... sorry :-) 
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Comment: 
Eva, How did you become interested in falconry? How do you use your skills besides 

rehabilitation? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, we are very glad to be able to work with you guys!!! 

 

Eva King:  
Alright guys, I think it is time for me to round up the chickens in our yard, tuck in the pigs and 

goats and say good-night to our hawk and falcon outside! It was great to chat with you 

guys! I hope we could answer at least a good bit of your questions. Take care, Guys!! :-) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks so much for spending "falconry" hour with us, Eva and Andrew! This was great! And 

we'll archive this on the website so that everyone can read back and continue to learn! 

 

Comment: 
Thank you Eva and Andrew for taking time to be with us this evening. Your session has been 

very informative. And thanks for all your help you provide WCV. :-) 

 

Comment: 
Thank you for your fascinating discussion. I am in awe of what you do! I'm so glad to have had a 

chance to learn more about it this evening. Thank you to you both and the WCV for this 

opportunity! 

 

Comment: 
Thank you to the Kings for spending so much time with us this evening. It has been a truly 

enlightening and enjoyable session. Thank you also Amanda for getting them to join us. 

We have all learned what a falconer does and how they do it. Thank you to Caleb for 

getting us started with his great question. 

 

Comment: 
Thank you so much for spending your time with us and, more importantly, for all you do to help 

wildlife! 

 

Eva King:  
It's been our pleasure, guys!! 

 

Comment: 
Welcome, Andrew and Eva! Thank you, and God bless you for all you do. Thanks for coming on 

for us this evening! 

 

Comment: 
Good Evening Eva and Andrew!! Welcome to WCV chat and to EN/CN!!! Thanks for taking 

your time tonight to be with us. 
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Comment: 
Hi another special guest yay 

 

Comment: 
WOW - Very striking photo of the bird. Just awesome. Thanks for the enlargement! 

 

Comment: 
That falcon looks very proud in the pic -- like he knows where/how to pose. Diva material. 

 

Comment: 
This is just so educational, Kings! Most of us never know the why's and who's and how's, but 

you have enlightened us. Thanks so much for what you do and informing us in this way. 

Never would have imagined I'd get this great info in my life and I love it! 

 

Comment: 
This has been an incredible experience! Thank you again for sharing your time and knowledge 

with us. Hope we will have an opportunity to "be up close" and personal sometime in the 

future to see you actually working with a falcon and meet you both in person. :>) 

 

Comment: 
Eva and Andrew, This has been just fascinating! Thank you so much for talking with us this 

evening! 

 

Comment: 
Our 19 special needs kids learned so much from you, Eva and Andrew. Our kids are like little 

sponges and absorb ALL! Thanks for giving such clear information and infusing that 

information with your heartfelt love of your field and FOR the raptors in your care! 

 

Comment: 
Thank you for being here with us tonight. I am sorry you were not able to see the release today 

with Ed Clark. He probably had a wonderful story to tell before he let the Peregrine 

Falcon fly free. 

 

Comment: 
I have to go to work, I just want to thank Eva and Andrew for coming to the discussion, very 

fascinating! I'll scroll back later to read what I've missed. Thanks WCV for continuing to 

educate. 

 

Comment: 
Thank you so much for coming on and answering my questions. I raced home from work so that 

I could be here 'live' with you! 

 

Comment: 
I hope you realize how much we envy you! Thanks for being with us. 
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Comment: 
Thanks 

 

Comment: 
Thanks for being here! Great information. 

 

Comment: 
Thank you for visiting us, Eva and Andrew! Very interesting and informative. Please come by 

some other time!!! 

 

Comment: 
Wow!! Thanks so much for your time tonight!!! 

 

Comment: 
Thank You Eva & Andrew (funny, my parents’ names too). I learned a lot & it was very 

interesting. Hope you'll come back for a chat again. 

 

Comment: 
That was so interesting! Thanks so much for chatting with us. Please come back again! 

 

Comment: 
What a fantastic hour! I know I learned a lot! Thank you so much Eva and Andrew! Oh and of 

course thank you Amanda for organizing this! 

 

Comment: 
OH WOW how great was that! Thank you Eva and Andrew!! 

 

Comment: 
Sounds like falconers have an affinity to different types of birds, same as dog kennel keepeers 

and trainers have an affinity to different types of dogs/breeds. 

 

Comment: 
I just want to add my thanks for helping the falcon to gain strength and heal-it was very evident 

at the release today-I attended and the falcon was feisty, "calling," flapping his wings, 

and when released-oh my, he took off like a rocket, gained altitude and never looked 

back! He was beautiful and thanks to you both as well as WCV. 

 

Comment: 
Thanks for being here...hopefully you can return sometime 

 

Comment: 
Thanks for the education, love to learn. Have a great evening. 

 

Comment: 
Like I said earlier, overused word but never the less, truly Awesome! 

 



Chat with Eva and Andrew King 10 6/6/12 

Comment: 
I wonder if Wings and Eugene will have a creation for us with the PEFA and NX meeting and 

discussing EWs . . .. 

 

Comment: 
COL I also learned why NX didn't blow back any of my computer screen kisses!! haha Raptors 

not motivated by cuddles 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, everyone, I'm signing off for tonight ... and heading out with the WCV gang to our favorite 

Mexican restaurant! If you're just tuning in, hope you scroll back for a VERY informative 

session about falconry with Eva and Andrew King. The Peregrine Falcon that they 

worked with and got flight-conditioned was released today -- please check out the 

website for photos, as well as photos of our other release today!! 

 

And, the Peregrine Falcon release should've aired on WTKR (channel 3) in Hampton Roads ... I 

suspect they'll have a video up on their website at some point in the next day or two? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


