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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Good morning all ... we are just getting Dr. Rich set up for his 11:00 a.m. special guest session!  

 

Comment:  
Good morning Congo, Amanda, and Dr. Rich!  

 

Comment:  
Amanda, will he talk about the Mallard Surgery??  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

If you ask him about it. :)  

 

Comment:  
Good morning everyone!! Love the duck avatar but I think the sq*****l was better LOL. Hope 

all is well with everyone!! The new cam star is Awesome!! Was very active this morning 

early.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Okay guys, I think we are ready! Let's welcome Dr. Rich to the chat today ...  

 

Comment:  
Morning Amanda and Congo! Morning Dr. Rich!  

 

Comment:  
Good Morning Dr. Rich  

 

Rich Sim:  
Hi everyone. Happy to be here for this chat.  

 

Comment:  
A big hello to you, Dr. Rich! Thank you for joining us this morning.  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Dr. Rich!!! Hope you are having a good morning!!  

 

Comment:  
Hello Dr. Rich-have loved all the videos of your surgeries  

Critter Cam Chat 
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Dr. Rich 

Veterinary Fellow 
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Comment:  
Can't wait to hear from Dr. Rich, hear about his background [from the horse's mouth] and find 

out why he chose to go into Wildlife Vet. Medicine. [and also, are all Wildlife people 

vegetarians?]  

 

Rich Sim:  
I studied Animal behavior in college and got a job with my college advisor soon afterwards 

studying behavior in wrens in Costa Rica. I decided I wanted to have more of an impact 

in conservation, so directed myself towards ecology and conservation field research with 

birds in the Western United States for 2 years. I was working at a technician level on a 

number of different projects. I always wanted to be a veterinarian since I was little, so 

returned to that goal at some point and morphed the two career choices. That's how I got 

here. 

 

No, I am not a vegetarian.  

 

Rich Sim:  
Please pardon my typos. I'm not a good typist  

 

Comment:  
Welcome to the blog Dr. Rich!!!  

 

Comment:  
Oh, logged in a few minutes late! Whew! Welcome Dr. Rich (nice picture of you with the 

lasagna yesterday)  

 

Comment:  
Good Morning and Welcome Dr. Rich to our family you have had a good start to your 2 

years...very good work so far and very interesting too.  

 

Comment:  
How does being at the Maryland Zoo and being at WCV differ and which do you prefer?  

 

Rich Sim:  
The two jobs are very different. AT the MZiB, the animals are there for years and require long 

term monitoring. Eventually geriatric medicine and hospice care come into play in that 

environment. I miss some of the longer relationships I had with those animals. 

 

Here, the majority of the cases we see are trauma related with some infectious disease and 

toxicities. They are interesting and much more emergency based. I get long term 

relationships with some of the education animals. 

 

Overall, both environments are valuable to me. I hope my career after I leave WCV to 

incorporate pieces of both.  
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Comment:  
Hahaha Dr. Rich comment at 11:05! (not a good typist). Glad there is someone else besides me (I 

call it having a RAK affliction=Random Acts of Keystrokes)  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Dr. Rich ~~ don't worry CN/EN loves typos (or RAKS as one of the followers terms 

them) LOL  

 

Comment:  
Don't worry about typos. We don't even see them ;) Most important - you are here!  

 

Comment:  
Dr. Rich, the typos are calls RAKS here.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many surgeries have you performed so far at the WCV? (Chad)  

 

Rich Sim:  
Seven  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

It seems like Dr. Rich is always in surgery lately.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

That's how we most often see him.  

 
 

Comment:  
Love that picture!  

 

Comment:  
The video of the surgeries are awesome! Does knowing you are being taped make you at all 

distracted while working?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

(I may not want to know the answer to this one)  

 

http://www.coveritlive.com/
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Rich Sim:  
No, I forget about the camera because I'm concentrating. I'm glad you enjoy the videos. They 

definitely provide insights into what we do beyond just still photos and text.  

 

Comment:  
Love that picture Amanda of Dr. Rich  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

I do try to warn them when I'm videoing. :)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Dr. Rich, My animal for our trading cards was the Mallard. What surgery did you have to do on 

the Mallard? (Husam)  

 

Comment:  
Dr. Rich: Can you tell us a little detail about the Mallard surgery. Seems he kept waking up?? 

Also, how is he progressing?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/mallard-duck-12-2460  

 

Rich Sim:  
I'm glad we were able to help this surgery. I wouldn't necessarily consider it a surgery. More of a 

procedure, but that is semantics. We do a lot of procedures on our patients under 

anesthesia to decrease the stress to them, so that doesn't necessarily define a surgery. 

 

The Mallard was getting gas anesthesia from a mask, so to access the tongue hook "piercing" we 

had to take the mask off a few times. She was waking up a bit because she wasn't getting 

the gas constantly. 

 

Basically the barb of the fish hook was through her tongue and down through the skin between 

her jaw bones. We cut off the barb with a wire cutter, so we could take out the "piercing" 

without any further trauma. We then dealt with the unhealthy tissue. 

 

She is doing fabulously and is gaining weight. (not surprising that once you can move your 

tongue normally, you start eating better). She got moved outside to an aviary today.  

 

Comment:  
DR RICH - Watching the removal of the hook surgery yesterday. I am amazed and your patience 

in helping the other tech people or staff to learn. We are so happy you are at WCV. 

Thank you for your caring ways for all of wildlife.  

 

Comment:  
Love the Wisconsin surgical hat, go Badgers!  

 

 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/mallard-duck-12-2460
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Comment:  
Dr. Rich thank you for spending some time with us today. Was wondering so far how has it been 

for you at WCV and what has been your most challenging case since being there  

 

Rich Sim:  
WCV is great. The people are fun and supportive. The work is demanding. 

 

There are challenges that require a lot of work and then there are challenges because they are 

frustrating. My most frustrating case (maybe tied with the recent Eagle death) was a 

young Turkey Vulture. It had a recent wing break which I did surgery to repair. It looked 

great afterwards. Anesthesia had been short. Then 3 days later we found it dead. It was 

thin, but no other cause of death on necropsy. That's very frustrating.  

 

Rich Sim:  
One of my favorite cases that was a challenge is Box Turtle 12-1938. He is a patient I did 

surgery on to surgically fix its left front leg in August. It had the surgical fixator off two 

weeks ago (2 months after surgery) and seems to be doing very well. He is using the leg. 

It’s not perfect how he uses the leg yet, but he’s using it and we have all winter to watch 

how he is doing.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/eastern-box-turtle-12-1938  

 

Comment:  
Dr. Rich, I would imagine that one of the most difficult aspects of your work must be losing a 

patient, especially after a particularly long and complex surgery such as the one you 

performed on the eagle last week. Can you tell us what helps you cope with those kinds 

of situations?  

 

Rich Sim:  
It is always sad to lose a patient. When we found that the Eagle had died recently, I went through 

some stages of grief pretty quickly...shock, anger, sadness. Five minutes later, I was more 

reflective. 

 

I'm rather pragmatic. We did the best that we could and sometimes animals die. I can accept that. 

I have learned from the case and hope to take those learning experiences to help future 

animals. I feel like as long as we learn something from our patients that can help others, 

then it wasn't in vain. I try to pass this on to my students.  

 

Comment:  
For Dr. Rich...Was the surgery performed on the eagle, the longest one for you?  

 

Rich Sim:  
I have been involved in longer surgeries, but never as the primary surgeon. Hip replacement 

surgeries in dogs were a surgery during my veterinary internship that could take 6-12 

hours.  

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/eastern-box-turtle-12-1938
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Comment:  
FOR DR. RICH: Our 19 special needs kids would like to know exactly what surgical instruments 

you used when you operated on eagle's bad leg, and which one was most important in the 

surgery. Thank you for all you do to help the critters!  

 

Rich Sim:  
We used a lot of different surgical instruments, but the most important ones were a pneumatic 

saw, which is a saw powered by compressed air to move the blade, and the power drill 

with helped in the placement of the pins to hold the broken bones in the right alignment. 

Other than this, the tools used were pretty low tech and included a scalpel blade, forceps 

to help hold things, and suture to stitch up the skin.  

 

Comment:  
Private for Dr. Rich: re:BE #2418 : 1:is a 'wash' in antibiotic solution prior to closing the wound 

a procedure in animals? 2) Were new pins used when the wound was reopened? 3) Was 

the eagle on a course of cortisone derivative? 4) Was /is laser therapy in use for the 

eagle? Thank you for a glimpse into your skills and talent -- and your patience.  

 

Rich Sim:  
1) No, we’ll flush the surgical site with sterile saline sometimes. The solution to pollution is 

dilution, but we don’t pour antibiotics over the patient. 

2) Yes, we used a new pin to replace the one that was coming out 

3) No, the eagle was on pain medications and had anti-inflammatories as well, but a steroid 

product in birds often pre-disposes them to develop other infectious diseases as steroids 

can suppress the immune system slightly. 

4) There were plans to use the laser to help with inflammation of the leg, but we did not get far 

enough along in the treatment before the Eagle died. 

 

Comment:  
I’ve been trying to think of questions for Dr. Rich - first of all, welcome to WCV, and thank you 

for your care for these critters. Can you tell us just a bit about how a necropsy is done? 

we were all sad to learn that the BAEA didn't make it even after all you'd done, and i 

know you really had to be wondering why, what went wrong? (btw, go big red!)  

 

Rich Sim:  
You should come to out "Call of the Wild" conference next month. Dr. Dana is doing a talk on 

necropsy techniques. 

 

Basically, we cut the deceased patient open and visualize all the organs. Evaluation of whether 

there is a problem with any one organ system is based on experience and knowledge of 

what they should look like normally. This is called the "Gross exam." 

 

Then one can collect tissues from abnormal organs to save in formalin and they are sent to a 

pathologist to be looked at with a microscope. This is called histopathology. 
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Once you combine your gross and histo findings, you can hopefully diagnose a cause of death or 

find other subtle disease processes that were not related to death.  

 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

B. Getting an Answer: Basic Necropsy Techniques for the Wildlife Rehabber 

While the loss of a patient is always discouraging, it also provides an opportunity to examine 

everything--both inside and out. Even if the exact cause of death cannot be determined, 

necropsies help us gain valuable insight on trauma patterns, husbandry practices, and 

diseases. This brief lecture, followed by a wet lab, will go over basic techniques on the 

safe performance of both an avian and a mammalian necropsy. 

Dr. Dana Tedesco, Wildlife Center of Virginia  

 

Comment:  
@Dr. Rich - Thanks for coming on today! Have you treated wildlife before? Have you treated 

types of patients that you haven't seen before? Thanks for all you do for WCV!  

 

Rich Sim:  
The beauty of a veterinary education is that we are trained to think comparatively about all 

animals (with domestic animals primarily taught in school). If you think of the animals 

we treat in categories: birds (raptors, songbirds, waterfowl, etc...), mammals (carnivores, 

marsupials, deer, rodents, rabbits), amphibians (frogs), and reptiles (snakes, turtles, and 

lizards)...I have treated animals from each of these categories before. Even if I haven't 

seen one particular species, then there are associations from my experience that can be 

made.  

 

Comment:  
attn. Dr. Rich, how competitive is it to obtain the position you currently hold at WCV? Has the 

experience changed your career plans? What do you see yourself doing 10 yrs from now? 

Thanks!  

 

Comment:  
Good morning Dr. Rich. What are your long term goals?  

 

Rich Sim:  
Positions in wildlife and zoo medicine are VERY competitive in general. My ideal job would be 

a zoo position in which I have a strong outreach into local conservation efforts (which I 

would like to include some wildlife rehab) and possibly international work.  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Dr. Rich, How do you like the WCV cafe? Ha! Do you have any pets at home and if so 

what?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Yes, Dr. Rich, what WAS your favorite food holiday so far? Knowing that you've only seen 1/4 

of them ...  
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Rich Sim:  
I am 6 foot four inches and have a hollow leg. I love the cafe. 

 

My family has two cats. We are considering getting a dog, but my sixteen-month old son keeps 

us pretty busy.  

 

Comment:  
Dr. Rich, does your choice of avatar mean you are a turtle lover like Amanda?  

 

Rich Sim:  
 

 

 

My favorite native wildlife animal is the Eastern Box Turtle; although Golden Eagles are a close 

second. 

 

I think turtles are an evolutionary marvel. I like them very much. Snappers are also growing on 

me as they have a wonderful feistiness.  

 

Comment:  
The patient numbers have definitely gone down since your arrival. Have you been able to release 

any? What has been your favorite patient so far?  

 

Rich Sim:  
I released the first Cooper's Hawk I took in last week. It was fun. It flew off without a problem. 

 

My favorite patient is Box turtle 12-1938 that I mentioned before.  

 

Rich Sim:  
And I released all the snakes from the glue trap  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

http://wildlifecenter.org/news_events/news/un-sticking-snakes  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

I love that story!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Dr. Rich, welcome to the wild and crazy CN! Thanks for all you do to help the animals! I 

have a question about the eagle that died after the leg surgery. After performing the 

necropsy, do you feel there were other internal issues that were impossible to know about 

and the surgery put too much stress on the animal? It must be so hard that your patients 

can't tell you where it hurts. Have a great day!  

 

 

 

http://wildlifecenter.org/news_events/news/un-sticking-snakes
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Comment:  
Dr. Rich, also, it seemed amazing to us, that the eagle was ready to charge for food a day after 

surgery, and then things went downhill after them. Could you please explain the initially 

burst of energy from the eagle? Thank you!!!!!!  

 

Rich Sim:  
Although the necropsy was not definitive, the Eagle possibly had some kidney compromise. At 

this time, it is impossible to say if the surgery aggravated an underlying condition or if 

the anesthesia itself had an effect. More testing (i.e. Histopathology) was sent out. We'll 

hopefully get more answers from that. 

 

The Eagle was feeling good following surgery, so ate well. It then declined. As I mentioned the 

anesthesia could have aggravated an underlying condition.  

 

Comment:  
Dr. Rich - do you and Dr. Dana do surgeries together sometimes?  

 

Rich Sim:  
Not yet. Maybe in the future. 

 

We definitely manage cases collaboratively. And I teach when I can.  

 

Comment:  
Dr. Rich, what is the most complicated surgery you've ever done?  

 

Rich Sim:  
Bald Eagle 12-2418 is the most complicated orthopedic surgery that I have done as the primary 

surgeon. I have assisted more complicated surgeries.  

 

Comment:  
Hi Dr. Rich, thanks for visiting with us today! What was your initial reaction when being told 

about what to expect with CN?!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Oh I remember that day!  

 

Rich Sim:  
I thought it was great that the Center had such wonderful support from its community--near and 

far.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

That seems like his initial reaction to the "En/CN light" description that I gave him during his 

interview.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Now that he knows the REAL EN/CN ...  
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Comment:  
How do you feel about the support from EN/CN? Also, is there any special equipment you have 

used in the past, that you wish you had at WCV?  

 

Comment:  
Wait, what about a special piece of equipment?? Any ideas?  

 

Comment:  
We love helping any way we can......  

 

Rich Sim:  
Honestly. We need basic equipment at this time. Nothing too fancy. We need rotors for our 

blood analyzer in the lab currently and we are about to put a number of small surgical 

hand tools on the wish list that will replace ones that have worn out. 

 

At MZiB, we once borrowed the thermography camera from National Aquarium in Baltimore to 

evaluate the blood flow and inflammation in a giraffe's leg and an elephant's foot. That 

was useful. We could use such a thing, but I'm not sure it is our highest priority. 

 

Comment:  
Dr. Rich, have you ever treated primates?  

 

Rich Sim:  
yes. Chimpanzees, Coquerel's Sifaka, Guenons, Golden Lion tamarins, and Lion-tailed 

Macaques.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

I think we need to let Dr. Rich get back to work ... but one last question!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Dr. Rich. Very important question - when is your birthday? :^)  

 

Comment:  
Welcome to WCV Dr Rich, now for the important question....when is your birthday? :-)  

 

Comment:  
Of course someone has to ask, has your birthday been divulged? :) Inquiring minds you know...  

 

Comment:  
Gee---No birthday questions yet? Well, when is it?  

 

Rich Sim:  
If Davis hadn't left, then that day would have had two birthdays here at the Center. 

 

January 10th.  
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Rich Sim:  
I have to go see some animals, folks. Thanks for the fun chat. Until next time...  

 

             ๏  ๏):  
Thank you Dr. Rich. I wanted to welcome you to the Center too. Hope you enjoy your day.  

 

Comment:  
'ello Dr. Rich. So glad you are there with your doctor skills. You fit is so well with all the ENers 

and CNers and basic crazy people that we are.  

 

Comment:  
We loved the picture of all of you in your "NJAE" Tshirts. Thanks so much for doing that  

 

 
 

Comment:  
Dr. Rich, It's a pleasure having you here with us today. first off I want to say I how sorry I am 

about the Eagle I thought for sure this guy was going to make it!! the duck sugery was 

awesome to watch. I noticed in your picture you are a Badger Fan!!! Go Wisconsin!! I 

grew up in Green Bay!! Make it a Great Day with all you are doing!!  

 

Comment:  
Dr. Rich, thank you for your time with us this morning. It has been very informative and we all 

hope the rest of your time at WCV is most successful.  

 

Comment:  
OH! GN will be happy with you Dr. Rich since you have treated chimps!  

 

Comment:  
Thanks, Dr. Rich. It's been a terrific Chat. Hope we can do it again.  

 

Comment:  
Thank you for your time with us today and thank you and everyone at the center for all you do 

for these wonderful creatures!!! Come back to visit us soon!!!.....  

 

Comment:  
Thank you Dr Rich for taking time out of your busy day to come on the chat with us. :-)  
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Comment:  
Hello and welcome Dr. Rich. I noticed the wire cutters used on the fish hook were rather 

awkward. I know wire cutters are not on the 'need' priority list, so I hope you don't mind 

that I have sent you a couple of different sizes of cutters, hopefully they will be useful 

Thanks for all fine work you and your staff does for wildlife.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Wow, how nice!!  

 

Comment:  
btw...I loved your initial introduction to the online community - "doc-in-a box"! Thoroughly 

enjoying this Q&A!  

 

Comment:  
Dr. Rich .. thank you for your lengthy surgery on the eagle that just died, so sorry to hear he/she 

was found dead.  

 

Comment:  
Welcome, Dr. Rich! This website in general and the videos in particular can go a long way to 

educate young people and pique their interest in wildlife medicine. You've ended up at an 

awesome facility, and we're so glad you're here!  

 

Comment:  
Welcome to CN, Dr. Rich! I hope you enjoy your stay at WCV and aren't a stranger on the Blog! 

We love "talking" to all the staff members there!! :o)  

 

Comment:  
Hi Dr. Rich - just a "quack" comment - LOL! I just watched the surgery on the mallard - I find 

the videos extremely interesting. . . I brought a seagull to my vet once who had hooks and 

large lures imbedded in her mouth and leg. . . . she was hopping around a parking lot. she 

underwent surgery right away and a day of antibiotics/pain meds and was released the 

next day. Anyway, thank you for all that you do for these critters and for trying so hard to 

help eagle 12-2418. Gotta run to work - have a good day!  

 

Comment:  
GM and welcome to the chat Dr. Rich. Thank you for all you did on the surgeries for the bald 

eagle and mallard duck. Sorry that we lost the BE, but I'm sure you learned alot from the 

experience.  

 

Comment:  
I want to thank Dr. Rich for all that you are doing. You are a wonderful member of the WCV 

Family.  

 

Comment:  
Have a great day Dr. Rich, thank you for joining us!  
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Comment:  
Oh, Dr. Rich is a Capricorn! Great sign :)  

 

Comment:  
You can hear everybody writing themselves an email,reminder for Jan. 10 .  

 

Comment:  
I see some turtle slippers in your future! Thanks for being here today.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Oh good, I need a turtle slipper twin ... although he keeps talking about turkey slippers ... ???  

 

Comment:  
A surgeon with a great sense of humor!! Great pic!!!!  

 

Comment:  
I love it that Mrs. Harris’s class is here! Hi class!!! What an opportunity for her kids to learn 

from Dr. Rich!  

 

Comment:  
Welcome from NH. Appreciate your being with us Dr. Rich.  

 

 

 

 

 


