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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Okay everyone, I think we are ready!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Let's welcome tiny Kristen to the chat ...  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Hi, everyone! My name is Kristen, and my title is Special Projects Coordinator. I have been at 

the Wildlife Center since 2008. As part of the development team, I assist in raising funds 

to support the work of the Center.  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen! I am ready to bid em up!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen!!! Welcome to CN chat...  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Why thank you!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Awwwww ... look at that cute duck.  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Kristen.......hold on to your seat......EN/CN is coming at ya...  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Kristen  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen. OHHHHHH!!! LOVE your duckie!! Thanks for all you did to help us with the 

tshirts.  

 

 

Critter Cam Chat 

Special Guest  

Kristen Sluiter 

Special Projects Coordinator 
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Comment:  
Hi Kristen, Welcome!!  

 

Comment:  
Love, love your avatar...who is that?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
My avatar is a Wood Duck that came in this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Cute, huh?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We just had the good fortune of having Dr. Dave standing around with his camera when this 

duck came in ... it was transferred to a rehabber. We generally don't keep Wood Ducks 

here -- they are high stress! But cute.  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen: Welcome from your Canadian friends. Love the duck!  

 

Comment:  
Awwww--Kristen your avatar is the lil duckling inside the front cover of the Gala invitation! So 

cute.  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen, I have that duck on my invite.  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Kristen! It’s time for me to get back to work, but I wanted to say hi :)  

 

Comment:  
Kristen...I know you stay busy with taking and shipping orders because I always get emails from 

you to keep me informed...thank you for all you do.  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Kristen and thanks for your help with The Gala. I know it will be great.  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Wow, everyone is so nice. Thank you for the kind words!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
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As some of you may know, one of my biggest projects is our annual gala and benefit...  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
This year the gala will be held on Saturday, November 3 at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in 

Staunton, Virginia.  

Comment:  
I'll be there Kristen!!!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
We will look forward to seeing you!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen... so nice of you to share some of your time with us today. Thanks for all your 

wonderful work at WCV and making sure that T-shirt and Calendar orders are processed 

quickly and correctly. ♥  

 

Comment:  
Welcome aboard the EN/CN train Kristen!  

 

Comment:  
I have my eye (both of them) on some of the posted items.  

 

Comment:  
Congo was on last evening posting photos she took at last year’s Gala ...hope everyone gets a 

chance to scroll back and see them  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
We also have some photos on our Facebook page from last year for anyone who is interested in 

taking a look.  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Kristen....thanks for all the hard work you do there I know you respond to a great 

many emails and thank you.....  

 

Comment:  
I will be there also. I just haven't had time today to do my rsvp and pay the fee. I look forward to 

meeting everyone.  

 

Comment:  
For Kristen.....do you print different versions of the Gala invitations? Would you identify some 

of the educational animals used. Thanks.  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
We do print a couple of versions. Buttercup is on one of them!  
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Kristen @ WCV:  
But, no matter which one you received, you are invited!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Even if you didn't receive one, you are invited!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Am I invited?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Of course! It wouldn't be a party without you!  

 

Comment:  
Kristin, I love love love your avatar!!!!!  

 

Comment:  
For Kristen on Friday, just exactly how tiny are you? Everyone keeps referring to "tiny Kristen". 

Seriously, are the steps to bid online easy? Thanks for all you do for the Center, Kristen. 

(oh by the way, I will be there Monday with goodies, hope you like chocolate!)  

 

Comment:  
FOR KRISTEN: Last year I was fortunate enough to win one of the quilts that was on a silent 

auction. Will the system allow us to bid on the items at the Gala if we are home? How 

does that work if that is the case?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
You will have the chance to bid on items even if you can't attend. The absentee bidding process 

is really quite simple. We will start accepting bids in October. All you will need to do is 

let us know which item(s) you are bidding on and the maximum amount that you are 

willing to pay for each item. That night we will do our best to get that item for you for 

less than your maximum bid, but we will bid up to the maximum amount that you've 

provided.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Is that more or less the same way we did it last year?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
It sure is.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh excellent. That kept Randy busy, but it seemed to work well! And we like keeping Randy 

busy.  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Yes, we wouldn't want Randy to be bored!  
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Comment:  
Love my invite, I won't be able to attend, but the invite is a treasure to me. Thank you for all you 

hard work, and all the time you put in to answering e-mails!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
I'm so glad you like it!  

 

Comment:  
Kristen - If items are donated late for the gala, do you hold for the next year's auction?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
We do. Our deadline for auction items to be at the Center is October 5. There is a lot that has to 

happen between that date and the gala, so items received after that date will most likely 

be held until the next year.  

 

Comment:  
Well, that way works I can vouch...Mrs. Big Bear was bidding for absentee bidders and she out 

bid me in a silent auction on a scarf I was bidding on!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen! You do an awesome job! Are you looking for more donated items this year? If so, 

any of particular interest? Thanks!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
We are always looking for new items!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  

Here's a link to some of the items we have so far: 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2012/09/auction-items-2012/ 

 

Hi Kristen!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
As for items of particular interest, anything that appeals to a broad spectrum of people is good. 

We love to have many people wanting the same items since that brings the Center more 

money!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Artwork, gift certificates, jewelry, electronics ... it's all good!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen! I haven't received my invite yet--that's ok. I have last years' framed on my shelf--I 

treasure it. I am trying to talk my husband into taking me to the gala--I think it would be a 

great early anniversary gift/get-a-way. I really would love to go!  

 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2012/09/auction-items-2012/
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Kristen @ WCV:  
I have heard this from a couple of people this year ... I think last year it took almost three weeks 

for some people to receive their invitation!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Hang in there ... it should be on its way! I think some parts of the country just take a bit longer. 

And if you don't have it in a couple of weeks feel free to contact me and I will happily 

send you another. (gala@wildlifecenter.org)  

 

Comment:  
Have all the invites been mailed?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
They all went out last week. But, don't be surprised if one arrives next week!  

 

Comment:  
I am still optimistic I will get one also, but I know we don't need an invitation to attend, maybe I 

can convince my hubby to take me this year. Keeping my fingers crossed for both!  

 

Comment:  
Hi, Kristen! Thanks for all the hard work you do!! You must have a great eye for details, 'cuz I 

know there are a zillion of them involved in putting together something like the Gala. 

Quick question about the invites - was that Bert & Ernie on the envelope? Ernie is my 

critter and the one on the right sure looks like him.  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Yep! Bert and Ernie!  

 

Comment:  
Approximately how many attend. I imagine there was quite an increase last year because of the 

famous garden eagle patients.  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
That is a very good question. We have steadily been increasing our attendance. Two years ago 

we had about 150. Last year we had about 200. And this year looks to be even bigger!  

 

Comment:  
I heard there is a squirrel ornament. Have to bid on it for Congo  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, you mean the ornaments featured on this page? 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/10/auction-items-finer-things/ But that has a 

super cute turtle ornament too! I think you should bid on it for ME ... and Congo and I 

can split the pack.  

 

 

gala@wildlifecenter.org
http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/10/auction-items-finer-things
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Turtle is so cute ...  

 

Comment:  
Oh,,,,Amanda is begging already...she wants presents  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'll give you my list. I'll also take that Stephen Colbert shirt ...  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You know, the turtles one.  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Remember, if you want to buy Amanda presents, at least if you buy it through the gala the 

money goes back to the Center!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Correct!!  

 

Comment:  
But Amanda, what are you going to bid on for your mom?????  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She'll have to give me her list.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It is at a lovely time of year ... perfect for Christmas shopping ...  

 

Comment:  
Here we go...I will get my Christmas shopping done at the auction...  

 

Comment:  
Turn around is fair play after all.  

 

Comment:  
Lydia, I'll help you with that bid for Congo!!  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, do the students get to attend, or maybe help at the Gala or do they cover at the center 

that night?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
All of the staff will be at the gala, so the students cover the Center that evening.  
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Comment:  
I have to agree with Amanda, if you guys win the bid, she can have the turtle ornament, give the 

squirrel ornament to Congo, and give the rest to Lydia, yea? LOL  

 

Comment:  
Will you have pictures of all of the items available for absentee bidding?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
We will not. We will do our best to list some of the items on the website over the next few 

weeks, but we definitely won’t be able to list and describe everything. The best way to be 

able to see items, description, etc. is to attend!  

 

             ๏  ๏):  
Turn my back for a minute and see what happens? HI Kristen! Just wanted to say hi and thank 

you for making the Gala so special! Bye all!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Hi, Congowings!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Congo! We're already scheming ...  

 

             ๏  ๏):  
Geez . . . . 

 

Comment:  
I don't have a question for Kristen and I'll have to scroll back (after school). I just want to say 

that I'm tickled to be making a t-shirt quilt for the winning bidder (maybe GN and his 

monkey shirts)! I made one for my husband and he simply loves it!! He calls it "The 

Story of My Life".  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
We are very excited to have such a special and unique item! I think everyone should bid on that 

one!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/10/auction-items-finer-things/  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Are your dresser drawers overflowing with t-shirts? Are you unable to part with t-shirts from 

high school, college, playing sports, concerts, or family vacations? Have these treasured 

memories made into a one-of-a-kind quilt that will last a lifetime. Mrs. Matheson will 

design, assemble, and sew a quilt from the t-shirts you send her. Winning bidder will 

need to pay for shipping t-shirts to Mrs. Matheson.  

 

 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/10/auction-items-finer-things/
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Comment:  
If we win an absentee bid, how would we get our item?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
If you live nearby you are welcome to drop by and pick it up. Otherwise, we will happily ship it 

to you.  

 

Comment:  
Will Buttercup and Buddy be there?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
I really don't know yet who will be there.  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
But we always have some fun critters there!  

 

Comment:  
Oh I love that T shirt quilt idea...Mrs. Matheson is a master at "quilets"!  

 

Comment:  
I'm definitely going to have to bid on that one, what a great idea!  

 

Comment:  
Oh, that "Turtles Don't Like Peanut Butter" shirt IS cute!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I know, right?  

 

Comment:  
FOR KRISTEN....Been checking auction listings daily...there is one titled "a stay at Homestead", 

but there is no description like for cottage in CT, Safari trip, or stay at OBX. What is that 

for?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
That item is a one-night stay for two guests at The Homestead (www.thehomestead.com/).  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
And as a reminder, the website list is a work in progress. We will update as we can, so keep 

checking over the next few weeks.  

 

Comment:  
I have to get back to work soon. Kristen, one last question from me, approximately how much of 

your year is spent working on the Gala? I imagine it is quite a lot. Thank you so much for 

coming on and talking with us about the Gala today.  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  

http://www.thehomestead.com/


Chat with Kristen  10 9/14/12 

Special Projects Coordinator 

Another great questions. I'd say the two months prior to the gala is almost exclusively spent 

planning that night. I do spend some time in the early spring working on the Save the 

Dates, and then some early summer beginning to work on the invitations and some other 

items.  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
There is a lot of crossover between things at this job, though, so it's hard to say just how much 

time ...  

 

Comment:  
Oh, I hear there is also a Capt Mike Boat tour with Ed up for bid...for up to 5 people! I went on a 

Capt Mike Boat tour (without Ed) and it was awesome! Saw lots of eagles up close, and 

GHO, osprey...it was great  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/10/auction-items-outings/  

 

Comment:  
So tell us about the food and entertainment at the Gala!!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Fun question! The night is split into two parts. We start with the cocktail reception (appetizers 

and drinks) during the silent auction. Not only are people bidding on items, but there is 

also a lot of mingling and getting to know each other.  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Then we move to a different room for a seated dinner. During dinner we have the live auction. 

It's really fun!  

 

Comment:  
Oh wren the food is awesome...I had to laugh last night when Congo posted pictures...one of 

them showed Joyful Jeff at the or'devore table scarfing down the food--typical--LOL  

 

Comment:  
Kristen, I never hear mention of music or dancing, or is it mainly socializing and eating, of 

course.  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
It's definitely more eating, socializing, and hopefully bidding! This is a big fundraiser for us, so 

we hope people are buying things!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Kristen, love your avatar and all that you do at WCV!!! Now for the important question, when 

is your BIRTHDAY?!?!?  

 

 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/10/auction-items-outings/
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
This actually isn't Kristen's first time on the chat (as a special guest) ... she was actually here one 

year ago today talking about the benefit! Check out the chat archives below ...  

Comment:  
Kristen, our 19 special needs kids think your job is WONDERFUL, and wonder what fund 

raising you do, meaning how do you go about selecting where you wish your funding to 

come from?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
The big thing right now, obviously, is the gala. Other than that, I work pretty closely with Randy 

helping to apply for grants. It's a matter of finding where the money is and if we qualify 

(most foundations, etc. have particular interests that they want to fund).  

 

Comment:  
Can Kristen reach the keyboard to type... she is so small & petite...? I can't touch the floor when I 

sit on normal chairs, does she have a special chair for her tininess? Just imagine when she 

gets older and loses some of her height -- then we really won't find her at all. Just 

kidding, Kristen... can't wait to "see" you!  

 

Comment:  
Question for Kristen: Just why are you so tiny? ;o)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yeah! Why ARE you so tiny?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Oh, the "tiny" questions ...  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
I don't think I'm tiny, if that counts for anything! I think my colleagues just like giving me a hard 

time.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Who, us?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Yes, YOU.  

 

Comment:  
Tiny but POWERFUL!!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Ohh, I like that!  
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Comment:  
Just hopping on to thank you, Kristen, for all your fine work! LOVE the gala invitation I 

received--sadly I won't make it this year. Also, I love Monty--how huge he is getting--

and will miss him when he goes to his new forever home. You guys rock!  

 

Comment:  
How u get involve at WCV who ur farvoite  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
I was actually looking to get into wildlife conservation and a few years ago the Wildlife Center 

needed a front desk receptionist. So, I actually started there and then moved over to the 

development team. I've been very lucky!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You all know the favorite answer ...  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
No comment ...  

 

Comment:  
Kristen: Do you have any critters that you are not real fond of handling (for me it would be 

snakes) that you might have contact with at WCV? I'm not sure what I could do to make 

myself handle/treat a snake. Heck, I have problems with just seeing them slithering 

through my yard.  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Since I am part of the administrative team, I actually don’t do any animal handling … my job is 

mostly at a desk. When I started here I will admit that I was a bit shy about the snakes, 

but I’ve really come to appreciate how important (and cool!) they are. I think it helps 

when you know where they are, too!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And haven't you released some angry opossums?  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
I have! When our rehabilitators label a box with "Live Angry Opossum", they mean it!  

 

Comment:  
Guest meant favorite critter I am sure. Who is your fav critter there Kristen? (bsides the wood 

duck that passed through quickly)  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
I have a soft spot for Edie.  

 

Comment:  
Sweet Edie!  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  

Oh, Edie.  

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm not quite sure she's always sweet ... but tiny and cute ... and packs a punch. Hey, like Kristen!  

 

Comment:  
Edie is beautiful :)  

 

Comment:  
awwwww  

 

Comment:  
That is such a sweet face...  

 

Comment:  
I like Edie too!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, I think those are all of the questions -- and we are coming to the end of our hour, so good 

timing!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Thank you so much for having me today. I should get back to gala planning!  

 

Kristen @ WCV:  
Again, we will be updating the website for the next few weeks with auction items. And 

EVERYONE is invited to attend ... we'd love to see you all there!  

 

Comment:  
Thank you Kristen. I will have to keep my eye out for turtles and squirrels for bid...  

 

Comment:  
Thanks Kristen ~ have a super day ~  

 

http://www.coveritlive.com/
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Comment:  
Thanks for coming on with us Kristen and happy planning....  

 

Comment:  
Bye Kristen. Thanks for coming by for a visit.  

 

Comment:  
Thanks Kristen for all that you do at WCV. You are small but MIGHTY!  

 

Comment:  
Good things come in small packages!!  

 

Comment:  
Kristen is tiny because GOOD things come in small packages!! :-)  

 

Comment:  
I bet Chayton will be there! (if his feet are okay then) I hope so, he is my CFC!  

 

Comment:  
Have a great day Kristen and I for one am looking forward to the big event!!!!!  

 

Comment:  
Thanks Kristen!  

 

Comment:  
Thank you Kristen! Have a great day and don't work too hard now!  

 

 

 

 

 


