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August 8, 2012 

 

Let's welcome Julia, our 2012 diagnostic intern, to the chat!  

 

Julia WCV:  
Hello everyone! 

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia, thanks for being here  

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia!!! Welcome!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia! Happy you are here with us today!!  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Julia  

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia, welcome to the blog!  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Julia! Love love love your avatar!!!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia! Welcome!  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Julia!! :) It's always so great when we get to spend time with more members of WCV!  

 

Comment:  
Hello Julia, welcome!  
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Comment:  
for Julia: what was it like holding one of the twin bear cubs ? in the picture for the critter nation 

tee both of you are 'just too cute' !  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://www.critternation.myevent.com/ 

 

Julia WCV:  
The bear cubs were very strong, despite their size. They really gave a good fight and didn't want 

to be held. That morning we had found one of them trying to get out in the holding area 

but we caught her before that happened, and she wasn't too happy about it.  

 

Comment:  
The photo of that little bear pushing against you, is just the cutest...what a little stinker  

 

Comment:  
How did you learn about the Wildlife Center?  

 

Julia WCV:  
I heard about WCV from a guest lecturer and rehabber at Purdue University. She and another vet 

student told me about WCV so I applied to do my tech student externship. I was a student 

at WCV in May and June 2011. I was asked to apply for the Diagnostic Internship and 

did. I started the internship in January 2012 and will be at WCV for a year.  

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia. What are your long-range goals related to wildlife?  

 

Julia WCV:  
I would really like to continue working in the wildlife field. I would like to work more in 

conservation and field research. Since I started with wildlife a couple years ago I have 

become very interested in waterfowl/shorebirds and global changes that are affecting 

water and food sources. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Third Grade:  

Good afternoon, Miss Julia! We are learning about scientists in school. What kind of science do 

you use in your job?  

 

Julia WCV:  
Daily science topics that I use in my job are anatomy and physiology, essentially how the 

animals work on the insides. I also work with the microscope a lot, looking at blood cells 

and different processes that may be occurring in the patients. This helps with determining 

how we should treat the patients  

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia, what exactly is a diagnostic internship? Thanks for being here with us.  

 

http://www.critternation.myevent.com/
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Comment:  
What's a "diagnostic intern"?  

 

Comment:  
What does a diagnostic intern do? What's your typical day like?  

 

Julia WCV:  
The diagnostics internship is aimed trying to figure out what is wrong with our patients.  

 

Julia WCV:  
I work with radiology or x-rays, blood samples, fecal samples and cytologies.  

 

Julia WCV:  
I will also do anesthesia on patients when they are having surgery or having radiographs taken.  

 

Julia WCV:  
My typical day starts with pulling up all the medications that we will give to the patients for the 

day. After that, we do all the morning treatments and then start looking at new patients 

that have come in during the morning. 

 

Comment:  
Welcome Julia! Apart from daily rounds, how do you spend your day?  

 

Julia WCV:  
In the afternoon, I will work on the lab work. Complete blood counts and fecal centrifugations 

are what take up most of my afternoon. And then we will update the patient records for 

all the animals that we looked at for the day  

 

Comment:  
Wow Julia, from what you are telling us, your field is really impressive.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Third Grade:  

Thank you, Miss Julia. We are learning about Mae Jemison and Thomas Edison. (Wish we could 

add you, Dr. Rich and Dr. Dana to our list!)  

 

Julia WCV:  
I feel so good to be up there with Thomas Edison! Thank you!  

 

Comment:  
Is this internship part of getting your degree? What is the degree? Is it like a veterinary 

technician degree?  

 

Comment:  
Julia, when you finish school, will you have DVM also?  
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Comment:  
Julia, What kind of educational preparation did you go through to become diagnostic intern. 

Thank you.  

 

Comment:  
How much education is required?  

 

Julia WCV:  
This internship is after my degree. I graduated from Michigan State University in 2010 with a BS 

in Zoology and then I went on to Purdue University to earn an AS in Veterinary 

Technology  

 

Julia WCV:  
I will not be a DVM when I am done here but that is still a possibility, but later in life  

 

Comment:  
Wow! That is impressive!  

 

Julia WCV:  
After graduation from Purdue, I took an exam to become a Licensed Veterinary Technician, or 

LVT.  

 

Comment:  
Oh my, you look so young to have accomplished so much, GREAT job!!  

 

Comment:  
Good for you. I work at MSU!  

 

Comment:  
Do you have a favorite animal to work on?  

 

Julia WCV:  
I really enjoy working on Eastern Screech Owls. I think that they have some really great attitudes 

and personalities.  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Julia. Up until now, have you had any 'most memorable encounter' with a particular 

patient?  

 

Julia WCV:  
An encounter that was memorable and a little scary has been going into the flight pen that Papa 

GHOW and his 3 babies were in. He taught them all very well how to dive bomb your 

head!  
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Comment:  
Question for Julia: Our 19 special needs kids would like to know what particular piece of 

equipment you use that you find most helpful and important in your work, and why it is 

so Thanks for all you do to help wildlife!  

 

Julia WCV:  
The piece of equipment that is most helpful to what I do here would be, the microscope. With 

that I am able to look at blood smears, blood counts, fecal parasites, skin scrapings and 

cytologies. Working in the lab is something that I really enjoy doing here at WCV, so the 

microscope is the major component of that work and the time I spend in the lab Also with 

the microscope, I am able to teach students. We have a microscope that hooks up to a 

computer so two people are able to look at the slide at the same time.  

 

Julia WCV:  
We also used to have a camera that hooked up to the microscope so we were able to take pictures 

and if needed, send them out to experts in other fields if we were unsure what we were 

dealing with. Recently, though, the camera was damaged and we have been unable to 

take pictures and send them out if needed.  

 

Comment:  
Julia - What do you look forward to the most in your duties?  

 

Julia WCV:  
In my daily duties, I really look forward to seeing the changes in the patients as we help them 

heal and get ready for release.  

 

Julia WCV:  
I really enjoy seeing a patient fly again after it has been inside and unable to spread its wings.  

 

Comment:  
What has been your favorite patient at WCV thus far?  

 

Julia WCV:  
My favorite patient that I worked with was GOEA 0095. He was my first solo anesthesia for a 

big surgery, and Miranda did the surgery. I was also able to go to his release in June, so it 

was great to see him flying again. Even though he was a big pain in the butt, I did like 

him. I was hoping I would be able to work with a Golden Eagle in my time here  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2012/06/golden-eagle-release-2/  

 

Comment:  
When your internship is completed, what is next?  

 

 

 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2012/06/golden-eagle-release-2/
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Comment:  
So Julia, where are you originally from and where do you plan to go after WCV?  

 

Comment:  
How long will you be at the Center? Do you have any ideas about what you'd like to do next?  

 

Comment:  
So inquiring minds want to know...after your internship, what are your plans? I think you should 

stay with WCV!  

 

Comment:  
Julia, Hope you saw the nice compliment Ed said about you this morning. Also, what do you 

hope to do career wise when you leave WCV?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ed Clark, WCV: Yes, I get to meet everyone who is on the staff, though, on any given day, there 

are students coming and going... all of whom look like babies to me.... Julia is our intern 

for one year. She is a really lovely young woman, and she's very well thought of at WCV. 

We have not decided if we'll be letting her leave or not, when her year is over!  

 

Julia WCV:  
After my internship is done, I hope to find a job at either another wildlife facility or in a zoo. If 

that doesn't work out, I would hope to be at a veterinary teaching hospital or doing field 

research  

 

Comment:  
Please put this on hold for Julia: Hi Julia I was wondering what is the most complex part of your 

job? Thanks for all that you do :)  

 

Julia WCV:  
What has been hardest for me is learning how to teach after having just graduated in December. 

 

Julia WCV:  
As far as technical things go, I would say that anesthesia is very complex. Making sure the 

patient is doing alright and things are good for the procedure to continue  

 

Comment:  
Julia, you can stay here at WVC.........  

 

Comment:  
Julia, With your long range plans, you must make Ed proud, he may not let you go when your 

year is up!  

 

Comment:  
Julia, did you get to go the six-bear release?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2012/07/bear-release/  

 

Julia WCV:  
I was able to go on the 6 bear release, thanks to Dr. Dave! That was very exciting as I worked 

with all the bears as they came in and had watched the larger cub really grow over the last 

couple months.  

 

Comment:  
I certainly hope Ed wasn't referring to putting Julia in a pen when he said that WCV may not let 

her go! Seriously, I think we all hope there is a way for you to stay at WCV...thank you 

for all you do for wildlife and for WCV!!  

 

Comment:  
We will vote for you...we are very good a voting!  

 

Comment:  
Hello Julia! It is nice to have you as part of the CN!  

 

Comment:  
The field of veterinary medicine is so complex. You have to deal with so many species. I admire 

anyone who works in the field - especially for your incredible memories. I can't 

remember my name half the time. lol  

 

Comment:  
Julia, your picture with the cub was viewed by the whole world. Your parent must be very proud 

of you.  

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia, thanks for visiting with us! Do you have any pets of your own?  

 

Julia WCV:  
I have few pets. I have a golden hamster, Gracie and dog and fish. They are all home with my 

parents now and I miss them!  

 

Comment:  
Hi, Julia! Thanks for caring for the critters! What first triggered your interest in your chosen field 

of study?  

 

Comment:  
Is this what you have always wanted to do, even when you were a small child? If not, when did 

this become your field of interest?  

 

 

 

 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2012/07/bear-release/
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Julia WCV:  
When I was young, I wanted to be a Marine Biologist, but being from MI, there is no close ocean 

to work in. But I knew I wanted to work with animals, so Zoology and veterinary 

medicine was a great road to choose. 

 

Julia WCV:  
But when I first started in wildlife, I was afraid of birds, thankfully that has changed as that is a 

lot of what we treat here at WCV.  

 

Comment:  
A damaged camera - sounds like a replacement is needed.... Just sayin...  

 

Comment:  
So....WCV needs a new camera for the microscope  

 

Comment:  
hmmmm, so you need to replace the damaged camera that attached to the microscope????  

 

Comment:  
Julia and Amanda ~~ that camera that was damaged on the microscope Julia spoke about at 

12:58 today ~~ what would that cost to have repaired/replaced? Our 19 special needs kids 

think this is a valuable piece of equipment, and a worthy cause for donations!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
There have been a few comments/questions about the microscope camera -- I've asked Dr. Dave 

about that. He's actually looked into used ones on Ebay that fit our adaptor for the 

microscope -- but he needs to check in with Leigh-Ann as well. At any rate, we'll get 

additional info to you guys (you guys do love a cause!!!) -- I think it's only $100 or so 

though for the one on Ebay that Dr. Dave is checking out!  

 

Comment:  
How many diagnostic interns are at WCV at a time?  

 

Julia WCV:  
Just one right now. Katie and I did overlap for a while but now it's just me  

 

Comment: Julia, have you had a chance to read Randy's Bear Story? It's really good, don't you 

think?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh geez.  

 

Comment:  
Have the "outreach people" been a help or a hindrance to your work at the center?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I see Randy and GN are out in full force today.  

 

Comment:  
Hey Randy! :) Nice of you to stop by..  

 

 on o  n s   ๏  ๏):  
double geez . . .  

 

Comment:  
I LOVED Randy's bear story.  

 

Julia WCV:  
It was always fun to have Davis around and I miss him. Amanda has been great with all the 

stories and pictures. I enjoy working with outreach  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Even though we're a demanding bunch ...  

 

Julia WCV:  
Randy, I have not read your story actually....  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Gasp!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia and CN! First time I have had to peek in today, and looks like I missed most of your 

session here. I will scroll back to read. Meanwhile, just wanted to tell you how much I 

love your photo with the cub that you are using as your avitar. Did you see it also is very 

prominent on the main page of the Citter Nation T-shirt website? Way to go!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia--Thanks for all you do. I wonder if Amanda or Congo could enlarge your Avatar. It 

looks so sweet.  

 

 on o  n s   ๏  ๏):  
Oh Julia - it is archived . . . you might want to read it. And hi!!  

 

Julia WCV:  
I have seen the website and I was very excited to my photo on the page. Thank you so much!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia: both you and the cub are "just too cute" !  
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Comment:  
In Vet Tech school did you have much contact with wildlife or mostly domestic animals?  

 

Julia WCV:  
In school, we didn’t have much experience with wildlife, mostly dogs and cats. I had to seek it 

out and look for opportunities. I was fortunate enough that a local rehabber in IN had also 

been at student at WCV and she helped me out a lot.  

 

Comment:  
Awwww, that is a adorable picture of the cub and Julia!  

 

Comment:  
Julia, it must be tough having to get around Randy, GN, and others who like to fiddle with you... 

just let them go on, do your good work, and don't mind them!  

 

Comment:  
Julia, our 19 special needs kids were given 19 small teddy bears last month and they see your 

photo with the bear cub and there is a LOT of hugging and bear-paw waving going on 

from us to you!  

 

Comment:  
Love the look on cubs face "Drat, caught trying to escape!"  

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia - the cub looks very similar to a toddler who may not want to be held. Did cubby have 

the strength of a toddler??  

 

Julia WCV:  
I would say that the cub had the strength of a 5 or 6 year old!  

 

Comment:  
In doing the anesthesia, do you have a table or chart that lists the specific animal, the weight, and 

the dosage to administer? I would think this is hard to do since there are so many birds & 

animals?  

 

Comment:  
Julia, you say you do anesthesia on the patients. Do you decide what the patient is given and how 

much or does the physician do that? Thanks!  

 

Julia WCV:  
When we are getting ready for surgical anesthesia, we look at the drugs that we want to use and 

calculate a dose based in species and weight of the animal.  

 

Julia WCV:  
For radiographs and small procedures, we will use and an anesthetic that is in gas form and the 

patient inhales the gas though a mask  
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Comment:  
Julia I don't know if this is part of what you do at the center or not, but do you take samples of 

blood from birds and other animals? If so is it ever difficult to find a vein?  

 

Julia WCV:  
I do take blood samples from the animals that we have here. It can be hard sometimes if the 

patient is really debilitated. Snakes and snapping turtles can be the hardest patients to get 

blood from.  

 

Comment:  
Do you ever have to do transfusions of blood with the critters and where does this come from - is 

there a red cross for animals?  

 

Julia WCV:  
We have not done any transfusions since I have been here at WCV but it is possible. I have done 

them in domestic animals though.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/01/red-tailed-hawk-blood-drive/  

 

Comment:  
Our 19 special needs kids LOVE Izzy's questions, they are so thought provoking! Julia, does the 

blood chemistry of wildlife mammals and birds have similarities to human hemoglobin?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I always enjoy Izzy's questions too. :)  

 

Julia WCV:  
There are big differences between birds, mammals and reptiles but as far as humans go, I really 

don’t know too much in that area.  

 

Comment:  
Julia, Is the staff there as much fun and humorous as they seem to be on this blog? (....as if you 

would answer no!!)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We're a blast!  

 

Julia WCV:  
Yes, I really enjoy everyone that I work with! They are one of the reasons that I came back after 

I was a student  

 

Comment:  
A "used" camera for WCV??? say not!! We can raise $100 in a blink of an eye for goodness 

sake. WCV critters need the best care and that means a brand new camera! (just sayin') 

Hi Mr Huwa!!!  

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/01/red-tailed-hawk-blood-drive/
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Comment:  
If a used camera is $100 what is the cost of a new one. You know we want only the best for 

WCV.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Okay ... let's table the camera info stuff until after our chat session -- let me get more info from 

Dr. Dave. Apparently a used one will do the trick and will replace what we had for $150. 

A new one (more $$) would require an attachment (more $$) though a new one would 

allow us to take video of the microscope field (a plus). Not sure if the new one ... that 

would likely be somewhere in the $500 -$600 range, Dr. Dave is guessing, but he needs 

more info. They looked into a new cam but it has half the megapixels of the old cam -- so 

that's a no go, as we'd need high quality photos!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We should start wrapping things up ... already 1:30 p.m.! Final two questions:  

 

Comment:  
Thank you for taking time out of your busy day to share your time with us. One question...What 

advice do you have for young people wanting to go into the wildlife field?  

 

Julia WCV:  
I would advise anyone who wants to get into wildlife, to start volunteering early. Find a local 

center and help out. Wildlifecenters and local rehabbers love to have help and will be 

able to help you in finding new opportunities  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And final question ...  

 

Comment:  
Well - someone HAS to ask - Julia, when is your birthday?  

 

Comment:  
This question hasn't been asked yet, but I'm sure it is at the tip of everyone's fingers...when is 

your birthday?  

 

Comment:  
Did Amanda warn you about us..asking shoe size, birthday, etc? LOL You don't have to answer!  

 

Comment:  
Last question, when is your birthday?????  

 

Julia WCV:  
My birthday is Feb 4th. And I have heard of this slipper yall do....  
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Comment:  
THANKS for being here, Julia!! For the new Critter Nation Tshirt, what size would you wear???  

 

Julia WCV:  
Small t-shirt  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Awww, lovely!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, thanks to Julia for spending time with us today!!  

 

 on o  n s   ๏  ๏):  
Thank you Julia - it was nice getting to know you!  

 

Julia WCV:  
Thank you so much for letting me join you on the chat. I enjoyed talking with all of you!  

 

Comment:  
Thanks for sharing your time with us today!!! Very good ? and answers!!!  

 

Comment:  
Julia, not sure we can find hamster slippers *g*. Thank you so much for telling us about yourself 

and what you do at WCV...fascinating! Best of luck here and in the future.  

 

Comment:  
Thank-you Julia! Now go read Randy's bear story. :o)  

 

Comment:  
Thank you Julia and, again, welcome to WCV. Jeanne and I hope to meet you at The Gala, if not 

before that time.  

 

Comment:  
Amanda, thank you for letting us have a chat with Julia!  

 

Comment:  
Thanks Julia for spending so much time answering our questions today  

 

Comment:  
Thanks Julia....hope you have a wonderful experience at WCV. Checkin with us again before 

you leave.  

 

Comment:  
Amanda I think there needs to be a statement in the hiring document that states birth date and 

shoe size will be disclosed to EN/CN/BN  
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Comment:  
Julia, Thanks for finding time to spend with us! Sure enjoyed hearing from you. Enjoy the rest of 

your time at WCV!  

 

Comment:  
Thanks Julie and have a super day!  

 

Comment:  
 Thanks  

 

Comment:  
Oh, Julia, thanks for letting us put your picture on our website..  

 

Comment:  
Thanks for playing, Julia, and a BIG thank you for spending time with us!  

 

Comment:  
Many thanks Julia  

 

Comment:  
Julia, thank you for your time today. It has been very informative and enjoyable learning about 

all the aspects of your job at WCV. Hope you join us again during your tenure.  

 

Comment:  
Julia, there are 19 special needs kids all smiling because of your wonderful presence on blog 

today ~~ it's rare to see these kids smile, so thank you for that, and for all you do for 

WCV! Best of good fortune to you in future!  

 

Julia WCV:  
I will try to join the chat again before I am done at WCV 

 

Comment:  
Thank you, Julia for being here with us, and thank you for all that you do...and yes, we need your 

birth date  

 

Comment:  
Thanks for dropping by the chat, Julia. It was a pleasure "hearing" from you.  

 

Comment:  
Thank you Amanda for letting us get acquainted with another member of WCV!  

 

Comment:  
Julia is such a winner! No wonder y'all wanted her back. Try to keep her when her year is over, 

okay?  
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Comment:  
Bye, Julia, I guess Screech Owl slippers, huh?  

 

Comment:  
Wow, Julia cub is much stronger than I thought.  

 

Comment:  
Thank you Julia for chat with us. Hope you have wonderful time here in VA.  

 

Comment:  
WOW, the far reaches of WCV...how wonderful for you Julia !  

 

Comment:  
Aw Caleb--sometimes your 19 special needs kids make my eyes leak--they are just so darn cute!  

 

Comment:  
Thanks for the avatar enlargement---Just as I thought. Very sweet indeed. Both you & cubbie 

Julia.♥ You're a very special lady.  

 

Comment:  
Julia, thanks for being on chat today. Very enlightening conversation going on. Enjoying it. You 

are teaching now - to CN  

 

Comment:  
Hi Julia, nice to see you here. I was an LVT for 20 years  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Julia. I've got to say, I am so impressed by the level of commitment you and the other 

staff members at WCV have shown. Makes me wish I had pursued my dream of 

becoming a Veterinarian when I was much younger. I wish you the best in your career 

and hope you enjoy your year at WCV.  

 

 

 

 

 


