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             Wednesday, December 13, 2016 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
For the past two years, we’ve closed out the Wildlife Center Classroom Series for the 
year with a “year in review”. Seemed like a fun tradition, and it also actually helps us 

with some other year-end projects … so, that’s what we’re doing again! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I hope you guys grab some hot chocolate … and chime in with your favorite 2016 
memories too! What patients do you most remember? What releases stand out to you? 

Any special times on the moderated discussion? 
  

Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Ha I sent in 2 comments yesterday because I saw the words Amanda posted before the picture 
appeared saying it was today. It asked for fave memories of past year. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Bring Carrie from Canada and watching the look on her face and tears in her eyes when she first 
saw Maggie 
  
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Also having Maggie come to our home for a tea party! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
THE BEAV!! 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Even though the "orignal YT" was admitted in 2015, he was there the first several months of 
2016 as well. So he counts. Little superpower cub who climbed concrete walls, later got on and 
over the fence in bear yard and also climbed up the tower! LOL I loved that bear and hope he is 
doing well in the wild 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
2016 was a busy year for us – the patient load increased a bit this year! We’ve hit that 
2,500 admission mark, which we actually haven’t done for a couple of years. Lots of 

patients … some really fun events … fun Critter Cam moments … and great releases. 
 
Comment From David in VA  
I would have to say the amazing transformation of Mange bear though we didn't get to see her 
much. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We expanded our Wildlife Center family this year with humans and non-humans – lots 
of new staff members this year! Dr. Ernesto, Dr. Peach, Alex, Brie, Linda, Taylor, Emily, 

and Ashley all joined the team. And if you have to catch up on who these folks are … all of their 
bios are featured on the website! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/about-center/meet-staff 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We also added to our ambassador family: 
 

 Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Delphine ... 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And little Verlon ... 
 

 

http://wildlifecenter.org/about-center/meet-staff
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 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And … you never know when we’ll be adding another new face … 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Two great ambassador additions! 
 
Comment From Lois  
And we lost a couple too unfortunately. 
 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
It sounds like you might have someone in mind. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Maggie had a book written about her, which was published this year – and we went on 
tour! 

 

 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 

 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
I agree, 2 great ambassadors Brenda. Little Verlon is so cute. Amanda had him live at the Gala. I 
am glad Sabrina won his naming rights 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Oh those are good memories! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We had a big birthday bash for Ed this summer, complete with a Trop-Rock party: 
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 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 

 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Oh Fun party! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We also had a special Birthday video: https://www.youtube.com/wat... 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And a special John Denver concert. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIvzTuciCiY&t=68s
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 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
And the concert was awesome too! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The entire education bird crew, outreach staff, and outreach volunteers spent 10 days 
at the State Fair this year: 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And, just recently, Alex landed herself a brand-new enclosure! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
And it was built in three days--amazing! 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Oh nice enclosure for Alex! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Matheson  
As a teacher (well, librarian), I am always 'promoting' wildlife and WCV. With 375 students, 
there are many memories. I would say the students always make me smile when they say "Can I 
check out Maggie's book?" - like she is the actual author of the book. I also like "Can I check out 
Easter the eagle's book?" (had to think on that one! LOL) I encourage students to check out 
books on wildlife and when one girl said "I love this library! You have all the books I love to 
read!" (while clutching Pale Male, Citizen Hawk). 
 
Comment From Mrs. Matheson  
I loved reading the book Mother Bruce to the pre school - 5th grade and talking with them 
about imprinting, migration, and hibernation. Fun teachable moments through a children's 
book. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
And Riverfest! Don't forget that. Several CN won door prizes! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
But what about all those patients that have come through our doors in 2016? So far this 
year, we’ve admitted 2,517 patients from locations throughout Virginia. Everyone has 

definitely been busy this year! What are some of the patients that stand out to you guys? 
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Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
I remember the beaver the most. I spent a LOT of time enjoying observing him. I especially 
loved his ice removal services and his love of apples and the fact that his igloo was, as I thought 
it would be, neat and clean inside when he left for release. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Oh right Carolina Girl, the Beav was fun to watch, esp digging ice out of his water 
 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
This year in particular will always stand out in my mind for all of the bear patients who were 
admitted in grave condition and who are now thriving. We all held our breaths, prayed, 
checked for updates, and waited for word on whether they made it through the night. 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
The beaver was such fun to watch....taking his apple into his igloo lodge, breaking and removing 
ice from his "pond". Miss that guy. Hope he has an even better lodge this winter, 
 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
I loved the beav and also the owlets that Papa G'ho helped to raise. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
You are right Sharon. There were few I thought surely would not make it! Miracle Bears and 
miracle work that WCV does! 
 
Comment From bobbim777  
Happy Anniversary Papa. Love you bunches. 
 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
I will never forget the Beav waking up from anesthesia and yawning. Too cute. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It’s probably no surprise to you guys that bears are REALLY popular patients. And it’s 
certainly been quite a year for bears! By far, this is our record-breaking year for bear 

admissions. So far we’ve admitted 35 bears – a mix of adults, yearlings, and cubs. 
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 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
As always anything cub related was very memorable: 
 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV  
 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
No Tag stands out too. Despite losing his mom and siblings and being surrounded by humans, 
he showed himself to be one brave cub. The video of him and two other cubs going to an 
outside home for the first time has become one of my very favorites. He was scared of that 
strange straw but kept on going anyway. Oh, it just started playing. Terrific! 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
I LOVE the bears and watching them. Will never get tired of that. And watching from from small 
cubs to big yearlings is such a great learning opportunity. And fun! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV  
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Lol! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
But in addition to healthy cubs, we’ve had some pretty sick and injured bears this year 
too. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Our most popular bear story on the website – and most popular patient story of the 
year – was bear #16-1654. Pink Tag! http://wildlifecenter.org/c... 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/black-bear-cub-16-1654
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
This was a pretty dramatic story from the get-go; she was hit as a cub right up the road 
from the Wildlife Center. Her rescuers saw it all happen, and quickly pulled into our 

parking lot. Dr. Dave jumped in their truck, and they went off to the scene. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That cub ended up having a jaw fracture, which Dr. Dave was able to fix immediately. 
 

 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 

 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Now, she’s a healed and healthy big girl (and in my opinion, has the cutest face). 
 

 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Awe! 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
I agree with Brenda about this years No Tag. Poor little orphan saw his family killed and then 
the sow at VT rejected him. But he is a brave one and now has so many "sibs" to grow up with. 
He is my fave of this year as well. Except that little R/G tag Christmas boy is awfully cute! And 
amazing how he survived 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
She does have a cute face. So glad her rescuers acted so quickly 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Our second most-viewed patient story of the year was also a bear – Black Bear #16-
1817! This is one of our mange bears from this year – our most dramatic one, I 

believe. http://wildlifecenter.org/c... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/black-bear-16-1817
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 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Her “makeover” photos definitely show how far she’s coming in her recovery! 
 

 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
Then ... and now! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The other cool thing is that we know this bear is at least 10 years old, based on her 
teeth. 

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Looked like a rhino! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We’ll see how she behaves in the coming months, which will probably be weather 
dependent. If she’s up and active and wants to go, we may release her in January. If she 

hunkers down and we don’t see much of her … she’ll probably stay until spring. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
What a contrast! It is really remarkable! 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Two bears led to a new friend of us all, Dr. Padron. 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
What WCV has done for the mange patients is fantastic! 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Oh yes. Many of us sent thank you cards to Dr. Padron 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Let’s see … our most popular NON-bear patient featured on the website … any guesses? 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Beav? 
 
Comment From CAL  
The golden eagle? 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
The Beaver? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No ... (and Beaver was a 2015 patient anyway ...) 
 

Comment From Dave in Missouri  
GN? 
 
Comment From CAL  
Ha ha, Dave! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
The hog nosed snake? 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
or--what was the water baby? water baby..a rare type duck 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It’s a mammal … 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Virginia Opossum #16-0101! You guys know her by another name … 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Delly! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Delphine! 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
you mean Delphine? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, this is Delphine! http://wildlifecenter.org/c... 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Delphine’s Wildlife Center story started with us when she was found after being hit by a 
car, very close to the Wildlife Center, on Delphine Ave! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
But she wasn’t alone. She had a pouch full of babies! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 
 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/virginia-opossum-16-0101
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Oh yes! How could I forget that! And blind, she raised them all too! 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
cool! 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
She is adorable and a link to Chapin, as she was Chapin's last WCV rescue. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It was really fun getting to see them grow up. 
 

Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Her joeys grew up and were released 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Because Delphine suffered permanent head trauma, she wasn’t able to be released back 
into the wild. So, instead, she stayed on to be an education ambassador! She helps us 

teach hundreds of people each year about awesome opossums … and when she’s not working, 
she’s resting: 
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 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 

 Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 



Wildlife Center Classroom Series: A Look Back on 2016                                                                                    18 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Let’s see … what other memorable patients have we had this year? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, I think many of our staff will remember this little troublemaker: 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/c... 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Mink #16-0073 had a short but interesting stay with us in February, after he was hit by a 
car! He was one of our happy endings though, and was able to be returned to the wild. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/common-mink-16-0073
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Oh, the mink who got loose. That was funny. 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Kept escaping? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And of course, you guys already mentioned one of our most popular releases -- the 
Beaver! Even though he was a 2015 patient, he wasn't released until this spring. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/c... 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/beaver-15-1914
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It was definitely different overwintering a beaver … we had not done that before! 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
I still go to YouTube and watch the beaver release from time to time. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV  
 
Comment From Cathy in Nevada  
The beav sure enjoyed chewing on the ice... 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Right..that is why so many of us remember him as 2016. So many cold days in Jan and Feb and 
he diligently broke up his ice. And the apples to the igloo. I thought sure there would be a pile 
of apple cores under that igloo when he left, but there were none! He ate the whole things 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
One of our other popular stories wasn’t about an unusual species at all … it was about a 
mouse! Deer Mouse #16-0185 and her babies.  

http://wildlifecenter.org/c... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/deer-mouse-16-0185-and-babies
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She gave us a little surprise when she had a “bonus” round of babies … at least she had a 
three square meals a day while she raised both of her litters! 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
You all have had quite the maternity ward this year. 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
I do hope he's happy, has a Mrs. Beav, and has amassed a huge store of food for the winter. I 
also hope one day Kate spots him and lets us know. 
 
Comment From raptor fan  
I love the opossum's feet they are so cute. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Speaking of releases, I love watching the one bear release when WT (was it WT?) jumped into 
the pond and swam away 
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Comment From Sharon in Fl  
Of course another wonderful story this year was Amanda's relentless search for a permanent 
home for NR. What a happy ending. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh yes, that was a GREAT memory! 
 

Comment From Cathy in Nevada  
I like the story about "Betsy" finding a home... 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Every day coming onboard is a pleasure. Sharing the sadness at any loss, the joy of all of the 
releases, and return to the wild to those healed critters keeps us all coming back on a daily 
basis. Thank you all for jogging memories as to all of the events of 2016 so that we can say "Oh, 
I remember that, and that, and that....", "did all of that happen just this year?". How is it 
possible that for most of us it has been a 5 year journey? Thank you WCV, the doctors, the staff, 
the students, and volunteers (hope I'm not forgetting anyone} for all you do for wildlife and all 
of CN to keep us coming back. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Oh yes! That was such awesome news! And she seems so happy now in her new habitat 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And, looking at our 2016 stats, another very well-visited part of the website was our 
Eagle Tracking info! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
This year, we released four more eagles (three Balds and a Golden) with GPS 
transmitters on; all told, we’ve released 18 eagles with transmitters over the years. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/c... 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We’re really gathering a lot of data now; while the transmitters are contributing a ton of 
information to biologists who are studying the movements of Bald Eagles in Virginia, 

we’re getting a good look into post-release behavior of birds after rehabilitation. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Believe it or not, there are people out there who don’t think wildlife rehabilitation is 
“worth it” … but I think this shows that birds that are injured/orphaned can go through 

care and return to the wild to be successful! 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/success-stories
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And of course, unbelievably … NX still continues to check in sometimes, more than five 
years after her release. 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
The battery company ought to use the story of NX in an ad. 
 
Comment From Kendra  
HELLO! Shh, I'm not chatting from the lab or anything ;) 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Shhhhh, okay!!! :) 
 

Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
NX Diva powers her batteries. She may be finding a mate this year! 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Lol Kendra!:) 
 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
Hello Kendra. Great to see you here. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
If you weren't chatting from the lab ... was was your favorite 2016 patient, Kendra?? 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Very quietly, Hi, Kendra. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
You can whisper it Kendra 
 
Comment From Guest  
Have to leave now but have really enjoyed all the memories so far. I'll scroll back later to find 
more! 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
I guess Kendra left us..or it takes a long time to whisper 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, that's what I've got ... those are just a few of the highlights of 2016 … and of 
course, with 2.5 weeks left in the year, who knows what else will happen! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It's been another fun year, and, as always, thanks so much for your support – we 
couldn’t do it without you! 

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Christmas is getting close, its time to panic! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Just buy everyone a Maggie book and a t-shirt, and you're set! :) 
 

Comment From Pat, NJ  
Amanda, this session will be archived, right? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yep, WCCS are archived here: http://wildlifecenter.org/c... 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
This has been great to relive those wonderful memories. Thanks, Amanda and all of WCV, for all 
you do. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
You forgot to mention the awesome COTW conference you put on this year! Loved Jamie's talk 
 
Comment From Lois  
Or you can purchase a caring for critter sponsorship Dave 
 
Comment From Kendra  
BEAVER! :) My love 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Just go the WCV store quick Dave and finish up your shopping 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
and in 2017 WCV will host the biggie NWRA conf I think I better keep notes starting in 2017 so I 
can remember all the big events. 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Good idea Lois! 
 
Comment From Cathy in Nevada  
Wow! All that happened this year? 
 
 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-cam-moderated-discussion-archives
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Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Kendra, when things go in the wrong direction, I now say, "Close the door. He's coming back." 
All my friends know what that means. 
 
Comment From GN  
What is going on here? 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Actually I suppose I need to go to WCV store. Already bought Maggie books for grandkids...but 
must go see what I could get them this year. Not much time left to ship 
 
Comment From Cathy in Nevada  
Thank you, Amanda. Thank you all at WCV for an exciting year! 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
And Dave don't forget AmazonSmile. It helps WCV and they ship quickly 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
I agree Kendra, the little beaver guy was too cool! 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
GN, you have to scroll back!:) 
 
Comment From Lydia PA, ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Fun to share memories. Sharon's Treetop Inn stories were and are a big hit too. Thanks for the 
session today AA! It was fun 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks, everyone! For those scrolling back, feel free to post your favorite memories for 
the rest of the year. We'll be working on staff and volunteer blog posts soon (well, 

assuming people write them and give them to me), so we will continue to relive the memories!  
 
Thanks, and have a good afternoon! 
 
 


