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Special Guest: 
Tori Locke – Wildlife Rehabilitation Intern 
 

 

Tuesday, June 7, 2016 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Okay, everyone, I think we are ready. Please welcome rehabilitation intern Tori! 
 

 
Tori Locke:  
Hi everyone! 
 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
Hi Tori. 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Hi, Tori! 

 
Comment From GN  
Welcome, Tori. 

 
Tori Locke:  
I was asked to talk about my favorites species we take in here at the wildlife center, so I'll be talking about white-tail deer 
fawns! 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Good afternoon Tori. 

 

 
 

Comment From Hummingbird  
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Yay! Fawns. 
 

Tori Locke:  
We currently have seven fawns admitted at the moment. We expect many more to show up, as June is the biggest month 
for fawn births. 

 
Comment From Guest  
Awww, fawns! We understand they are a lot of work. Why are they your favorite? 

 

Tori Locke:  
They are! But it's incredibly rewarding not only because of their cute faces, but because we are able to successfully release a lot of 
them back into the wild--which is the most important part of wildlife rehab! 
 
Comment From Guest  
hi toni are you here perm or temp? and welcome 

 

Tori Locke:  
Hi! I'm here on a 3 month internship so sadly I'll only be here until the end of July. I'm definitely making the most of my time though! 
 
Comment From Hummingbird  
I read fawns are rather fragile and stress easily. How do you handle that? 

 

Tori Locke:  
Fawns are very fragile and we've had a few that come in with broken legs, which we can't fix unfortunately. This is because fawns 
are high stress, as you said. We try to be as hands off with them as possible to not stress them out and we only see them when we 
feed them, which is 3 times a day right now. They are also kept in secluded, quiet areas to prevent more stress. 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
How many of the seven fawns were most likely deernapped? 

 

Tori Locke:  
Our most recent admit was found wet and cold in a creek with no mother in sight. We try our best to only take in truly orphaned 
fawns, but in cases like that it's hard to tell what's going on with that fawn exactly. 
 

Tori Locke:  
Speaking of fawn-napping: Did any of you know that a three week old fawn can outrun most danger? Those guys are 
surprisingly fast! 

 
Tori Locke:  
And if a doe has more than one fawn, she will hide them in different locations. They're usually within 25 feet of each other, 
but they can be as far as 250 ft. 

 
Comment From Guest  
wow 

 
Comment From Guest  
Did you get to care for fawns during your externship last year? 
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Tori Locke:  
My externship was in the fall, so last years fawns were already big enough to be in the deer yards. Once they're that big, we don't go 
in with them at all to avoid stressing them. So I saw them from a distance, but it's much more exciting to bottle feed them from the 
hand! 
 
Comment From Guest  
Is having more than one fawn common for does? 

 

Tori Locke:  
A doe usually only has one fawn her first year of maturity, but after that she can have twins or even triplets. 
 

Tori Locke:  
Did you know that fawns begin eating vegetation at about 2 to 3 weeks of age? We bring our fawns fresh leaves every day 
to encourage them to begin eating those leafy greens as soon as possible. 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
That is good to know about the doe hiding her fawns in two locations. A friend saw a doe give birth to two fawns. Several days later 
she saw the doe with only one fawn and assumed something had happened to the other one. I will pass that on to her. 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Are triplets common? I've seen many does with twins but can't recall ever seeing any with triplets. 

 

Tori Locke:  
A doe having triplets depends on how much food is available in the area and the size of the deer herd she is in. The higher quality of 
the habitat, the more babies! 

 

 Fawn distress  Play 
 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
Wow that sounds like a baby. 

 
Comment From Lynn1102  
Woke up the dog. 

 
Comment From Lynn1102  
I know fawns like apples. They clean off two of my trees every fall. 

 

Tori Locke:  
Yes, they love their apples! We try to get them to eat their apples about the same time as we introduce the tree leaves. 
 

Tori Locke:  
We usually hear hungry fawn noises rather than distressed, but they do sound a little similar. 
 

Comment From Guest  
Toni after you leave where are you heading to? 
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Tori Locke:  
I'm applying to several places at the moment, but I hope to work with big cats in exotic sanctuaries or (more hopefully) a zoo. 

 
Tori Locke:  
This is more like what I'm used to hearing in the morning when the fawns are begging to be fed! Not as scary as the 
distressed fawn noises. ;) 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Working with big cats sounds fantastic! 

 

Tori Locke:  
It's always been a dream of mine and I'm very excited! I hope to one day participate in conservation work abroad with endangered 
species. 
 
Comment From Guest  
africa maybe ? 

 

Tori Locke:  
I'm more interested in working in South America or Asia--somewhere in a rainforest. :) 
 
Comment From Lynn1102  
Hunting is somewhat restricted in my area so we get to see lots of families all year long. 

 
Comment From Hummingbird  
Sounds like my grandson at age 6 weeks! 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
The hungry fawn doesn't sound as much like a human baby as the distressed one. 

 

Tori Locke:  
Nope! Fawns do a more bleating call rather than a human baby crying. I've never heard a baby goat or lamb, but I imagine they 
sound similar. 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
The world is in great need of people like you. Good for you, and thank you. 

 

Tori Locke:  
Thank you! I just hope to educate as many people as possible along the way. Honestly, the world needs more people like our lovely 
chat participants, ready to learn and eager to help wildlife. :) 
 
Comment From Guest  
Do each of the fawns have a different personality, or are they all similar? 
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Tori Locke:  
Some are, unfortunately, friendlier than others. We had a fawn last year that was very friendly with humans so much so that when 
we stuck the apples in the yard, he would lick your elbow! He was always the first to come to the door to see you and he reminded 
me very much of a dog. He was a human possession case, which was why he was so humanized.  
Our fawns this year have yet to show their true colors, but I don't doubt they will come into their own soon enough! 
 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA  
***Sadly I will not be able to be here today to visit with Tori but I will ready back. Please ask her what her most rewarding 
experience is at the center to take with her when she moves on to her next step of learning about wildlife. Thank you Tori for your 
work you have done to help the patients at WCV. 

 

Tori Locke:  
Every day is it's own reward because I'm constantly learning. Each day brings different challenges and obstacles and it's always 
interesting. Being flexible to situations is integral in dealing with wildlife, and I feel that that is a skill I'm honing every day here. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Tori has two questions left and then we'll probably wrap it up ... it's fairly crazy around here and Tori has to return to all the 
patients! 

 
Comment From Lynn1102  
Tell us about your other jobs there at the center. 

 

Tori Locke:  
Interns at WCV are responsible for paperwork, overseeing our hardworking externs, admitting healthy orphan patients, and other 
red staff duties (eg taking care of the bear cubs). 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
(Oh, and you can thank Tori in advance for two bear cub photos that will be appearing in the next cub update). :) 

 
Comment From Lynn1102  
Thanks Tori - hope I get to see the pictures. 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Do you have a funny story about your time at WCV? 

 

Tori Locke:  
I'm sure I have a whole collection of funny stories, but I've been thinking for a while and can't remember one on the spot! Darn. :( 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The fawns and birds and bears have fried her brain. :) 
 

 
 

Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Thanks Tori! 
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Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Thank you very much for your informative answers and for helping wildlife and for taking bear cub photos for us. Best wishes to you, 
Tori. Give us a wave if you are on cam at some point. 

 
Tori Locke:  
Thanks everyone for your questions and comments! I really enjoyed chatting with you all today. :) 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks everyone for tuning in! And thanks for joining us, Tori! 
 

 
 
 
 

 


