
Meet Ashley Perry! Spring 2016 Education Outreach Extern Page 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Meet Ashley Perry!  
Spring 2016 Education Outreach Extern 

 
 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 
 

 
 
Comment From Carrie/Izzy  
Oh this is very exciting always love meeting WCV staff and students!!  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Yeah! Ashley is excited to "meet" all of you! 
 

 
Comment From BarbG  
can't wait-hope you prepared her  
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
She knows that you all are an enthusiastic bunch :) 
 

Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Hello Chapin!:)  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Hello! 
 

Comment From David in VA  
Hi Chapin, I hope she is ready to handle GN.  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Is GN here? 
 

Comment From David in VA  
He commented earlier  

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
Hi Chapin. That was such a nice way to describe us.  

 
Comment From Carrie/Izzy  
Does this mean we need to start counting Ashley points? :) cant go wrong with outreach point collections we get to use them for 
truly imaginary items with incredible imaginary value :D  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
HAHA! 
 

Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Some very nice person here sent me cookies, thank you so much! I am so thankful to whoever did that!:)  

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Hi, Chapin. I was afraid I was going to be late.  

 
Comment From Cathy  
Hi Chapin & Ashley..we are ready w/questions!  

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Good afternoon. Waiting to meet Ashley! Some lazy bears today. Have a feeling they were up too late last night!  

 
Comment From Guest  
Oh wow, came on at just the right time!! yeah!! was there a newsflash about this?  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I guess I forgot to make it. My big bad! 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Ok Heeeeeerrrre's Ashley! 
 

                               
Hello Chapin and nice to meet you Ashley! Welcome!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hiiii Ashley 
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Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Hi Everyone!  
 

 
Comment From BarbG  
Hi Ashley welcome  

 
                               
How long will you be with WCV AShely?  

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Hi Ashley!  

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Hello Ashley, welcome to paradise! :)  

 
Comment From David in VA  
Hi Ashley!!!  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I'm going to be here until May 12th 
 

 
Comment From Cathy  
What are your primary duties at WCV?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I am learning how to do all of the outreach duties which include: leading tours, talking about the education ambassadors, 
and writing caring for critters updates and patient updates on the website 

 
Comment From BarbG  
So tell us about yourself...  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I just graduated from VCU (Go Rams!) in December with degrees in Anthropology and History. I love learning about human-
wildlife interactions. Which is why I'm here at the Wildlife Center 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Welcome, AShley. I love your blog post.  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Thank you so much! I should have a new one up soon about my adventures meeting some of the animals here 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Are you from VA?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Yes. I am from RIchmond, born and raised :) 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Go Richmond girls! 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Welcome, neighbor. I'm in Nottoway County.  
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I meant Ashley---gosh two sentences and raks (random acts of keyboard) already. And what happens after May? What a your future 
gals? (congrats on your graduation)  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Thank you.  
I am hoping to continue working in public outreach, possibly in a museum setting or an outdoor "living" museum setting. 

I'm loving teaching people in a hands-on way. 
 
Comment From Carrie/Izzy  
Hi Ashley so very excited to meet you! I hope you are enjoying all things WCV related :) do you have a favorite ambassador yet? I am 
completely in love with Maggie her personality and sweet face had me at "HONK" have never been able to look away since her first 
video :)  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Maggie is definitely one of my favorites, though I have to say that Malcolm is my #1 man. He has my heart *hence the 
avatar* 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Just got home! Welcome Ashley....  

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
What are you enjoying most so far?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I am enjoying practicing my public speaking skills. I led my first Hospital and Habitat tour today and it was so wonderful to 
teach kids about the nature they have all around them and to see how excited they got. 

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Thanks for the welcome Pat :) 
 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
I bet the kids loved the tour. I can tell from you blog and updates that you are a natural as a teacher.  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Thank you! I'm definitely learning from some of the best here too. 
 

                               
Oh, Malcom your #! man? Raina should be pleased. Are you helping with or doing any off site programs?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I have observed and helped out on a couple of off-site programs so far, and I will be starting to take more of a lead role in 
that soon. 

 
Comment From Carrie/Izzy  
Ashley what is it like coming to a center that has such an online presence and audience do you think it's something you will enjoy?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
It is definitely something I enjoy, and something I was surprised about (pleasantly). I wasn't expecting such a warm 
welcome, but you guys are fantastic.  

I really enjoy blogging and writing the patient updates, so that's been a great experience as well. 
 
Comment From Lora in NE Ohio  
I've always believed in order to protect wildlife we need to educate children and people like you are exactly what we need. I won't 
hold it against you that you didn't say Buddy was your favorite.....LOL  
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Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Ha, Buddy has a special place in my heart too. He sung his way in there. I love to listen to him talk.  
 

I definitely believe that too. As they say, children are our future, so it's important to get them into good habits while they're young 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Have to run but it was so nice to "meet" you Ashley. Thanks for being here today!  

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Have you worked with Buttercup any?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I had a chance to feed him when I had my day with the rehabilitation staff. Other than that, I've only had the opportunity to 
talk to him through his cage. I do love chatting with him though. He's very attentive. 

 
Comment From Leslee  
Ashley, any chance we could watch papa GHO and the young owlet?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
We can't give a definitive answer on that yet. It's up to the rehabilitation staff whether he will be moved into a cage with a 
cam, so we're waiting to see. 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Gee Wilikers, we only have one month left to enjoy your company.  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Yep. Time seems to have flown by so fast already (pardon the pun). 
 

Comment From Pat, NJ  
We were probably told when you arrived, but my old brain has stored that info somewhere. When did you get to WCV?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I started on March 15th 
 

Comment From Carrie/Izzy  
Since you have been writing the patient updates does that mean you've been able to see the very cute mice patients? :)  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I have seen the mice, but I haven't worked closely with them. I did get to feed some baby squirrels when I had my rehab 
day though, and that was an AMAZING experience. The rehab staff really do an incredible amount of work every day. 

 
Comment From                   
Seems like you have done alot so far!  

 
Comment From BarbG  
We love WCV and learn so much  

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
What has surprised you most about the Center?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I would say the amount of support the center has. I didn't realize so many people were dedicated followers, but it's great 
that there are. 
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Many of us who follow the center really enjoy when a moderator is on to enhance what we are seeing, educate, and have some fun 
doing it too. This interactive ability. for many of us, is what makes this site so special. Will you be doing any moderation as part of 
your experience?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I am going to be doing a Wildlife Center Classroom Series early next month, so keep an eye out! I'm excited about working 
on that :) I have some cool ideas already 

 
Comment From David in VA  
Where will you go from here Ashley?  

 
                               
That is wonderful. I hope to be here to attend your on-line class  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I'm not entirely sure actually, but I am very open to new experiences and I love learning new skills. At some point I will 
probably be headed back to academia, but I want to get a bit more real world experience first 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
That's a pretty short externship. You have certainly accomplished a lot in your stay so far.  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Definitely! I've learned so much in such a short amount of time. 
 

Comment From Lora in NE Ohio  
I'm scrolling back in between questions and was wondering if your plans include working at a large zoo? there's lots of teaching 
experiences there as far as reaching children on how to care for/protect wild animals.  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I would love to work at a zoo at some point. Not being a biology major limits me a little bit, but I hope to find a way into 
that field soon 

 
Comment From Carrie/Izzy  
Is there anything you haven"t done yet that you are hoping to do before you leave?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I don't think so. I'm kind of just going with the flow and enjoying learning new things as they come. I'm excited about the 
classroom series. 

 
Comment From Susan from NJ  
What is it about Malcolm that you like so much?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Malcolm is so sweet and I love when he burrows around in my hands. I used to be very scared of snakes, and Malcolm 
makes me feel very comfortable, so I love him for that. 

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Ashley, long story short, a lot of came here because of three eagles needing some help before they were released into the wild 
because mom eagle was killed by an airplane. We have really learned a lot here about wildlife and are among some of the best 
teachers and viewers here!  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
That's so wonderful! One of the things I love about this job is being able to teach people things even when they aren't 
looking to be taught. I like that animal lovers can come here and hopefully fall in love with new and different animals 
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Comment From Pat, NJ  
Being a lurker on other wildlife sites I can attest to the fact that none can compare with all that WCV does to share their knowledge 
and message to the masses. They have gone above and beyond to create and hold the interest of so many. All of the regular 
followers in CN will jump thru hoops to help them accomplish their goals. That is why we all love you and the entire staff there. We 
wish you the very best in your future endeavors and thanks for your time with us today.  
 

Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Thank you so much.  
 

 
Comment From GN  
Who is your favorite Outreach team member?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
All of them!!! 
 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
I will look forward to your Classroom Series presentation. Some of us have been supporting WCV since before it was in Waynesboro 
and before anyone had even conceived of streaming video. The Critter Cams have been a tremendous addition to the Center's 
teaching resources.  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Yes, it's so great to give tours and have people tell me they've seen one of the education ambassadors on the critter cams. 
They're so much fun to watch 

 
Comment From David in VA  
"All of them!!!" Safe answer. lol  

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Ashley, what a great answer to GN's tricky question!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
(I agree! playin it safe :)) 
 

Comment From Pat, NJ  
That's just GN trying to create some chaos, lol.  

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Awesome answer!  

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
AA needs to give you points for that answer, Ashley. Hey, Raina!  

 
Comment From Lydia PA          
Smart answer! LOL Watch out for GN. Pat NJ you summed that very well  

 
Comment From Lora in NE Ohio  
which animal at WCV has surprised you the most? Which one (other than Malcom) has changed your feeling/ideas about critters?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Hmm... I think Wilson surprised me the most, because I have NEVER seen a turtle so willing to come out of his shell and 
greet people.  

 
Before I came here I wasn't actually all that interested in birds, so I'd say that all of the education birds have changed my views and 
won y heart, and now I love listening to them and learning about them, and especially teaching others to care about them. 
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Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Did you visit Beav during your day with the rehabilitation folks?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I did! I got to help clean out his water (beavers like to poop in there water source) and feed him. 
 

Comment From Carrie/Izzy  
Time to head off to work very shortly so I have to duck out now. Was wonderful to meet you Ashley you have a lovely skill of 
writing, and seem to have the most genuine and kind personality! Perhaps Raina and Amanda can let you come and say good-bye 
before you leave in May :)  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Thank you so much, it really means a lot to me that you think that. It was lovely to meet you too. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We will certainly have her back on the discussion! 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
That's great, Raina!  

 
Comment From BarbG  
It was fun to meet you Ashley and can't wait for classroom session  

 
                               
LOL A new thing I learned now. Beavers like to poop in their water source! I am guessing you mean he poops in his tub  

 
Comment From Lora in NE Ohio  
how did you learn about WCV? was there a long application/interview process? Did they "warn" you about CN? LOL  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I found out about the Wildlife Center on a website that listed a whole bunch of wildlife intern/externships and, besides 
being the only one in this state, the education externship was EXACTLY what I was looking for. 

Yes there was an interview process (which I was totally nervous about) and they warned me it was a busy time to work here. Which 
I have learned first hand this week!! 

 
Commen                         
LOL Lora. I guess everyone is warned about CN!  

 
Comment From GN  
So, if you were stranded on a desert island and you had to choose just one member of the Outreach team to be there with you...  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I think I'd have to say... Buddy. That way he could fish for me! 
 

                               
HA! Good answer. The ambassadors are defintely part of the outreach team  

 
Comment From GN  
Ashley is a keeper.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
She is smart. 
 

 
 



Meet Ashley Perry! Spring 2016 Education Outreach Extern Page 9 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
That's why we picked her. 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Has Jaz invited you to scratch the back of her head?  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
She has... But I'm not so sure I trust her yet. She's seen me with her favorite (Chapin), but also with some people she 
doesn't like too much, so I'm not sure if she trusts me yet. Maybe I'll just bribe her will meal-worms until we become best 

friends :) 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Very awesome Ashley, glad you made it to WCV!  

 
                               
Ashley passed GN test. That is very high praise Ashley!  

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Another good answer Ashley. I don't know what GN is fishing for, but yo just keep putting him in his place.  

 
Comment From stpetejane  
Lol, Ashley re your last answer to GN! And welcome to chat:)  

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
That sounds like a good plan to win Jaz's heart.  

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
You are a born moderator too. You have handled all questions, including those from GN, masterfully!  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
I'm a middle child 
 

Comment From Lora in NE Ohio  
ah, we middle children learn early how to maneuver life  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Ok I think Ashley is going to step back in a little. She needs to have a lunch. So any last questions for her? 
 

Comment From Kathe in Falls Church, VA  
I have to sign off now (darn work!) but welcome again Ashley! I hope we will see you back on chat - we really are a fun bunch!  

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Ah, that explains your total composure and quick mind.  

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Thanks for being with us, Ashley. I'm looking forward to more time on here with you. Enjoy your lunch.  

 
                               
My questions is: Ashley can you arrange for the lights in the bear tower to be left on again tonight? LOL  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Haha I think you have to talk to someone higher up than me for that one... 
 

                               
And yes, enjoy lunch and we will see you again. Looking forward to your next blog as well.  

 



Meet Ashley Perry! Spring 2016 Education Outreach Extern Page 10 

 

Comment From Lora in NE Ohio  
Thank you for taking time to visit with us and answer questions. I envy your job at WCV and not just because you are near Buddy all 
the time although that would be heaven for me! The best of luck in all you do  

 
Ashley Perry, WCV:  
Well thank you guys so much for the warm welcome! It's been great meeting you and hopefully I'll get a chance to talk to 
you again soon. I hope you can check out my classroom and I can teach you some interesting things aside from where 

beavers like to poop :) 
 
Comment From Jakermo  
Will she be at Riverfest?  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
She may be there. I think she is helping Raina load up ambassadors. 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Ok everyone! Time for lunch for Ashley and me! 
 

Comment From Lydia PA          
Oh good question Jakermo. Maybe will we also meet Ashley on our private tour too (Friday before Riverfest)  

 
 
  


