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Special Guest: 
Jaime Sajecki, VDGIF Black Bear Project Leader 
 

 

Friday, September 23, 2016 
 
 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
The excitement is killing me! 

 

Comment From Kathy in NM ♥  
Yay - made it in time! 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Welcome and good afternoon Jaime. 

 
Comment From GN  
Good afternoon, Jaime. It is great to have you on the discussion. 

 
Comment From Cathy in Nevada  
Welcome Jaime! 

 
Comment From Cathy  
YEAH!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think we are ready -- thanks for coming everyone, and thanks to Jaime for her time here this afternoon! 
 

Comment From cwerb ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ x 12c PLUS MB  
Welcome Jaime!!!!! 

 
Comment From Linda fm Suffolk, VA  
Reminds me of basic training! 

 
Comment From BarbG  
welcome Jaime 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Hey Critter Nation! I always love being a part of this and I appreciate that you are all so interested in learning 
more about bears. Thank you for your great comments and questions and observations so far. It is so nice 

knowing that our VA bears have so many people that care about them. The more people know about bears the more 
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bears people tolerate. By learning and passing on your knowledge you make the world a better place for people and 
bears. Thank you! 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Ok I don’t want to start this off being a downer but I have heard a few rumors that I wanted to clear up before 
we begin and maybe save some questions. First, there have been no decisions made about the fate of G/Y aka 

1874. We are still watching and waiting. It could be a great ending, a not so great ending, or a terrible ending. The WCV, 
the VDGIF, you, and I professionally and personally want the great ending. OBVIOUSLY! 

 
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Hello Jaime! 

 

Comment From Kathy in NM ♥  
Hi Jaime! It's wonderful to have you here with CN again! 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
I would really like you to keep a couple of things in mind. First, I want you to take your sadness and anger and 
use that to teach people (through education) what happens when they keep bears as pets or feed them to the 

point of habituation. You will honor this bear and all the other bears that have been cheated of their wild life if you tell 
his story. “Keep Bears Wild” is not a meaningless catch phrase; his story is why the people of Virginia consider that to be 
an incredibly important value. 

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Welcome awesome Jaime! 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Second, this bear is getting the best possible opportunity to turn around. As far as I am concerned, there is no 
better place for this bear to be to fixed if he is fixable. If he doesn’t stop his troubling behaviors and forget his 

love for people it will not be the fault of anyone but the person who illegally kept him. I am not going to tell you all not 
to worry or be upset. I am both. Just try to direct that to a place that is helpful (to you and to bears). 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
The last thing to remember is that while the WCV is treating and housing these bears, the bears belong to 
people in Virginia. The VDGIF is responsible for managing these animals on behalf of the people. The WCV, 

through no ongoing funding from the VDGIF, helps fulfill our joint mission to keep animals wild and return them to the 
(collective) people of Virginia.  
 
Ok enough of that. I hope it didn’t sound like a lecture. On to your questions. 
 
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Thank you Jaime for addressing this issue. 

 
Comment From Sweetpea  
question for Jamie. Thank you for taking time from your busy schedule to be on chat and answer questions regarding 
bears. What is the time line you have put on GT/YT with his stereotypic behavior ? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
You are welcome and thanks for taking time out of your schedule to be here! As far as timelines go, we don’t 
have one set in stone yet. This type of behavior is not one we have really had to deal with before. Yes, we have 

had bears that were human habituated before, but he is sort of a special case. We are working together on this as it 
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progresses and are making sure his behaviors are well documented. The WCV has been consulting with a lot of other 
people about his behavior too. It is sort of a “village” effort. 

 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
Good to get an overview. 

 
Comment From Cathy  
AMEN! 

 
Comment From BarbG  
great thoughts on the issues 

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
That was very helpful, thank you Jaime! 

 
Comment From Raven  
For Jamie: What are the chances of GY/tag being released into the wild and if he goes to a zoo, will his weird behaviers 
return? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Honestly, I hate to say one way or another about his chances of being released because I don’t want to get my 
hopes up (or anyone else’s). I am so furious and disappointed and frustrated about this. You know, we have had 

3 bears in the last few years that had to go to zoos. It seemed like it was 5 seconds after we finally got that bear to 
Jacksonville (after YEARS of trying to find her a home) that this poor guy showed up. His “weird behaviors” are not 
something I have seen a bear do before. I think it is how he comforts himself when he is nervous… I’m not sure if being 
in a new environment would cause those behaviors to show again. It is certainly possible 

 
Comment From Lydia, PA ʕ•ᴥ́•ʔ̀  
FOR Jaime Sajecki on Friday: I am so disappointed not to be able to be on the discussion live (but I AM registered to 
attend your Call of the Wild session in November! Yay). My question for today, as I am sure is similar to much of CN's, is 
what do you think of G/Y tags progress thus far now that he is in the big yard, in a more forested environment and 
interacting with the other bears? I have watched him every chance I get since Saturday, and every day he seems to do 
better. Almost looks like he had never really climbed a tree before or went swimming in a larger body of water. Makes 
me think the stupid selfish humans who bearnapped him must have done so when he was very tiny. But each day he 
learns new things, climbs trees, interacts and plays with the other bears, forages for the seeds and nuts on the ground. I 
wanted to know what you think of the changes in him and if there is still hope that he may "wild up" a bit and be 
releasable? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
I’m sorry you couldn’t make it either but I’m so happy you can make the Call of the Wild Conference. Although 
by now, many of you do just as good of a job giving bear talks!  

 
I feel the same way you do, that he was taken when he was small. Next to having a mother, interactions with other cubs 
are critical to proper development. I won’t speculate too much on his prior life but it seems to me that he was likely 
deprived of all the things needed to make him emotionally, physically and socially a healthy bear. Dr. Ernesto has been 
giving me updates and for a while there had not been much good news up until recently. Luckily bears and all wild 
animals keep their wild instincts and he has now been given the opportunity to let them develop. I am very happy to see 
his positive behavioral developments now that he is out in the big yard. The big test is what happens when he 
encounters people. Even if he is able to learn all the skills of being a bear, if he actively seeks out human companionship, 
it won’t be an option to let him go. The WCV is doing everything right by this bear. If this fails the blame lies squarely on 
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the shoulders of people who kept him.  
 

 
Comment From Cathy  
For Jaime...I notice that Y/G pretty much plays standing up w/the other bears. Is that normal behavior? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes. They wrestle like that a lot. Cubs and subadults will often play that way. Often adults will fight that way. Just 
like a lot of behaviors, many “play” behaviors are sort of future training and physical conditioning for skills they 

need as adults. Check out this black bear fight https://www.youtube.com/wat... 
Or this brown bear fighthttps://www.youtube.com/wat... 
Leverage!!! 
 
Also they have very powerful hind limbs, check out the difference in a bear leg vs a dog leg. The last part of a dogs leg 
before the toes is actually their “foot” not just the part that is on the ground. Bears walk on the soles of their feet like 
people do (plantigrade). Dogs walk on their toes (digitigrade). If you google those two terms you can see why it is much 
easier for a bear to be upright like that and see what I am talking about. 
 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
Two questions for when someone is on. Do bears exhibit submissive behavior like a dog would do by laying on their 
back? And, what behaviors would distinguish play wrestling etc. from aggressive behavior? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes. Bears definitely show their intent by body language and vocalizations. I could write a lot here about bear 
communication and behavior but these two bearsmart links are awesome and will answer your question in way 

more depth than I could write here about play vs aggression and social interactions: 
http://www.bearsmart.com/ab... 
http://www.bearsmart.com/ab... 
 

 
Comment From Cathy  
Questions for Jaime: Regarding your project with collared bears, has the information you received thus far been what 
you have expected? Will you have time, while you are visiting the Center, to go to the tower and observe 1874? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Well we have definitely had some interesting observations with the collars. So far (knock on wood) we have only 
lost one of our collared bears. She was the only bear we had that was raising cubs this year and the first one we 

put a collar on. She was killed by a farmer on a kill permit. That was a really tough piece of news for handle. 
 

Jaime Sajecki:  
On a brighter note, we are going to have lots of data on seasonal movements and cubs and dens, etc. We only 
have a few months of data now but it has been really neat watching where these bears go. WCV bear #16-0364 

was collared released about a few miles from where she was trapped. We did not let her go at the same place since it 
was not appropriate (or safe) and we did not want to stick her right back into that “hot spot” of mange. She is currently 
moving back and forth between VA and WVA and has gone about 150 miles (straight line). In just a few months, another 
bear we have collared has walked 700 miles (straight line). 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
As for the observations, I would like to go to the tower to observe him for a while since I saw the disaster of a 
bear he was when we first brought him there. I rely heavily on the information I am getting from the WCV 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOnWcofCL9U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6r81UOzIHg
http://www.bearsmart.com/about-bears/communication/
http://www.bearsmart.com/about-bears/behaviour/
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reports too. I also lurk around on the critter cam and mod discussion site sometimes since you guys do a great job of 
catching significant events! 

 
Comment From Brenda in PA  
Question for Jaime--Will our 10 year old bear with mange be healed enough to be released before winter or is she likely 
to stay at WCV for the winter where she has shelter and food? 

 
Comment From Raven  
For Jamie: Mange bear is an older bear. Will she be released before Winter? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Probably not for a few reasons. She needs to have a good long hair coat to be able to survive the winter in the 
wild. While she is greatly improving, she is far from having the coat that she needs. She is the first bear that is 

getting a certain mange treatment and from what I understand the vets would like to continue to check some things in 
her blood and excretions for a little while since this is not something that has been tested in bears (it is commonly used 
in dogs). This is the start of a plan that we (both the WCV and VDGIF) have come up with to address the mange issues 
happening in Frederick Co. When bears are chemically immobilized the drugs stay in their system for a certain amount of 
time depending on what drugs are used. We can’t put bears out that have had drugs in their system during an active 
hunting season. And last, for the sake of stress and other factors, I would rather wait until hunting season is over 
anyhow. So answer is she will be there until at least January. Depending on how her recovery goes, what type of winter 
we have, how she behaves being in captivity once she is totally healed (some bears adapt ok to captivity, some don’t 
and will pace and do other self-destructive things) , and if she dens, we will figure out what is best for her after that. 

 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
Well, Amanda's update on 1817 was so heart warming. That sweet lady!! Wonder if she has had many litters? I should 
ask Jaime that. So, can we leave questions for Jaime now, or is it too late? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
I am also very happy to see her recovering. From what they tell me, I think she is feeling better both mentally 
and physically since she started acting more like“a normal bear” at the staff. Bears commonly have their first set 

of cubs at age 3 or 4. And then if all goes well, cubs every other year after that. I think she is at least 10 if not much 
older. It is likely that she may have had cubs 3 or 4 times by now. That would be the minimum. 

 
Comment From Cathy  
For Jaime: Will you collar one of these bears when released? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
We have a limited number of collars that we need to put on females so that we can use them for fostering and 
some other cool stuff (locations, dens, movements, etc). Right now all our collars are out. I am trying to get 

funding for extra collars so that we can radio at least all the bears that have been treated for mange so we can monitor 
their condition after release. 

 
Comment From Raven  
For Jamie: If mange bear is returned to site of capture, what are the chances of it becoming reinfected with mange? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Good question. This bear is the second bear that we have gotten from this same spot (the other one was the 
one we released with the collar on..pink tag). We put the other bear a few miles from her original capture site 

and we will do the same with this bear. One of the questions we are trying to answer is about post exposure immunity. I 
think that stress and condition of the bear can impact the severity of the infection. This is a relatively new issue for us 
here. PA has had this problem for years (and has some really good information on mange in bears). What I do know is 
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that when people put out food for other animals and bears come to that site to feed the mites are spread. The property 
these bears came from was a property where the person was putting out food daily for all sorts of animals. If people 
continue to congregate bears this way, we are going to have a hard time stopping this from spreading. 

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Question for Jamie: Jamie, if we can get G/Y tag back to the wild, after being someones pet, would it be possible to put a 
collar on it and be tracked for study? Thank you Jamie for all that you do and being here today! 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Hi and thank you! 
That is an option. However, like I mentioned, all of our collars are out on females right now but I hope to be able 

to get funding for more. The GPS technology is awesome..but it is expensive. New collars cost about $2500 each. It is 
certainly not a huge price to pay for the information we get but the hard part is getting the money allocated to the bear 
program. For some reason, people don’t agree that the bear program should take priority over everything else (that is a 
joke, I am just being a brat) 
 

 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
LOL Jaime. We love the humor! 

 

Comment From caleb (͡๏̯͡๏)  
QUESTION FOR JAIME: From our special needs kids, THANK YOU for being here! Kids wish they could SHARE ice cream 
with you! They would like to know HOW you share the information about WCV's bears and ALL Virginia bears with other 
states' agencies [i.e. conferences, reports, video?] 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Yay! I love your question. How is it that these children come up with some of the best questions I get??? Are you 
real children or are you some sort of genius artificial intelligence? 

 

Comment From caleb (͡๏̯͡๏)  
They are VERY smart [alec] kids! 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
There are a number of ways we share information. There are lots of organizations from international to local. 
There is the International Bear Association which covers all bears in the world, the Eastern and Western Black 

Bear Workshops that cover black bears on each half of the US and there are regional committees like the Northwest 
Black Bear Technical Committee and the Southeast Large Carnivore Working Group. There are also broader wildlife 
groups like The Wildlife Society, The Southeastern Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, Northeast Association of 
Fish & Wildlife Agencies.... 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
There are annual and biannual meetings of all these groups where we get together to share information with 
each other. We do reports and presentations and have big open discussions about topics related to bear 

management, research, new methods, disease issues, population monitoring, education, etc. I sort of like to think of 
them as not only informational but kind of like support groups since we all face many of the same issues. I usually go to 
one or two of these meetings a year but we are constantly sharing data and research and just talking with each other.  
 

 
Comment From pamr  
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Question for Jamie about G/Y tag. If he stops his stereotypic behaviors over the winter will he be considered for release 
in the spring? If so, how would you determine if he is still human imprinted? Thanks for being here today. 

 

Comment From caleb (͡๏̯͡๏)  
Kids are very appreciative of that answer, Jaime, THANK YOU! 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Hi and it is my pleasure being here! I think I may have answered part of this already but here is the “how” part. 
First, in general: I have learned through many years of watching orphan cubs grow up, talking to expert 

behaviorists, and working with the WCV that it is sort of natural and necessary for these orphans to trust a primary 
human caregiver. Especially, when they are little, they have to be able to trust the person that needs to bottle feed 
them. However, it is a problem when bears treat all people - strangers that same way. In some cases, cubs of the year no 
matter what will have that sort of toddler curiosity or lack of fear that older bears have. Certain changes take place after 
as bears mature. Almost like as they grow up their instincts and natural wariness of people dominates the little bear 
curiosity. WCV staff are regularly observing and logging his behaviors so we have good documentation of his progress (or 
lack of). As time goes on we can test his behaviors by seeing how he interacts in the presence of a human strangers and 
check to see if his reactions change the longer he is in with the other cubs. He is having absolutely no interactions with 
people at all in the meantime. 

 
Comment From Izzy/Carrie  
ForJaime: Hi Jaime thanks for spending time helping us learn even more about bears! What I was wondering is with so 
many different injuries for bears being seen this season through the patient updates, do bears in the wild often learn to 
adapt to having fractures or breaks,limited mobility etc or is it not probable that they would thrive without care? Thanks 
for all you do each day a defender of wildlife :) 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
HI! Thank you so much for lovely comments. Just like you, I am amazed at the number and different types of 
injuries we have seen this year in VA. There are things that have happened that are a first for me, the prolapsing 

rectums, the female that broke her neck when she fell out of a tree trying to reach a deer feeder, all the cases of mange 
in Frederic Co. I think that bears were nutritionally stressed and moving more than normal this summer in search of food 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Typically bears don’t cross major barriers like highways but because we had a bad last fall for food, limited food 
in spring and not great summer food (like berries etc), I think bears were incredibly desperate for food and 

moved more. We had so many reports of females and cubs hit on roads this year, it’s been so sad. That said, I think 
bears are sort of magical in their healing abilities and their ability to live with pain. To an extent. Often large cuts (like 
from fighting) or broken bones heal at what I think is an extraordinary rate.... 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
They can live a long time with injuries that would kill a person (see this:http://wildlifecenter.org/c...) warning: 
sad. And yes, there are certain injuries bears can adapt to. The best case of this is “Pedals” the bear in NJ. Do a 

search on Pedals the bear and you can see exactly how awesome and adaptable bears are. Because of their ability to 
adapt to their environment or current circumstance, their intelligence, and their toughness, they are one of nature’s 
best survivors 

 
Comment From Raven  
For Jamie: What are the chances of the prolapse problem bears having more problems later in life? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
That is probably a good question for the docs here. From what I understand they put in some sutures that would 
keep everything in place on the inside. This condition has been documented in wild bears before in other states 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/black-bear-16-0173
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too but I don’t know of any other cases of wild bears being treated for this condition. So my answer is I don’t know. Ha. I 
could have just said that…. but…. 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
If they (the docs here) thought the bears would definitely have this happen again, or the surgery didn’t work, or 
the bears could not get the nutrition they needed because of some genetic abnormality, or weren’t growing or 

putting on weight, we would seriously consider the implications of releasing bears that we knew were going to suffer 
later on. 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
We have intervened because their mother was killed, if she hadn’t been, perhaps “nature would have taken its 
course” and these cubs would not have survived. So here is a question back to everyone to think about. If this is 

a genetic abnormality that if left untreated would kill the bear and take the gene/mutation/abnormality out of the 
population, what are the implications for returning these bears to the wild if their offspring will have the same 
condition? Something to think about. 

 
Comment From PaulaR  
question for Jaime: could you please tell us about the VDGIF collared bear program? and is it true that the program at 
Tech will now be discontinued again? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
The short answer about the collared bear program is that we are radio-collaring female bears in a few places in 
VA. One of the places in Southside/central VA is a place where we have never really studied populations like we 

have in other places. The purpose will be to get information on bear movements, denning, reproductio, etc and also to 
use the females as surrogates for orphans we get in the spring 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
We currently have 10 females collared and will hopefully have some more collared next year.  
 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
While the program where we bring females to VT in the fall and let them overwinter at the VTBBRC is 
discontinued, we are working with them on another project they are doing regarding coyotes, bobcat and bears. 

They actually have a few bears collared they are using for that research project. 
 

Comment From PaulaR  
as so neat last year when the three tiny orphans came in and you or someone from VDGIF found a sow to foster them 
onto? How did you know where to look? Do you keep a map of known denning sites (through the whole state??) so you 
knew where to start looking? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Yeah, that was great! We have actually done that in the past quite a bit as well. In that particular case, I believe 
it was a landowner that just happened on the den and told us about it. In other cases like years ago, we had 

females that were radio collared so we knew where they were. We are always interested in active den sites so spread 
the word. Just make sure they are not disturbed. 

 
Comment From Cathy in Nevada  
For Jaime: How do you think G/Y is doing interacting with the other cubs? Are you more concerned with how he acts 
around humans than around cubs? 
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Jaime Sajecki:  
Well from what I have seen (thank you in part to Rhoda!) and heard from the staff at WCV he appears to be 
doing better than he was. Again, I hate to be overly optimistic at this point. Like I mentioned, it will be really 

important that he interacts appropriately with other bears AND yes, I am very concerned about how he views and acts 
around people. It will be a combination of the two that determines his success in the wild 
 

 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
Jaime, three of the bears that came in after their mother and sister were killed by a car,[1441, 1442, 1443] 41 and 42 
were good sized(7+) kilograms. 43 was 4 kgs. Is that odd for a brother to be that much smaller? He is still the smallest of 
all the bears. Could he have been adopted? Or could the other two? Thanks for your info. I've just thought it was 
strange. 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Often there is a cub that is smaller than the others. Prime real estate on mom is competed for. I have seen a lot 
of small cubs with bites and scratches all over their noses from fighting for the best milk spot. I think the most 

likely explanation is that he has been a little out competed by his siblings. 
 

Jaime Sajecki:  
It would be possible that there could have been an adoption but from what we have seen, females really don't 
want or don't accept cubs from other litters after a certain point. So I think that would be a very low probability 

and really he was just the "weakest" cub. 
 

Comment From Linda fm Suffolk, VA  
Very important question - what flavor ice cream are you two eating. 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
milkshakes. Amanda: Chocolate, me: cake batter with sprinkles 
 

Comment From PaulaR  
if those people can be found, can they be prosecuted? (and hi, welcome, Jaime!) 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
hi and thank you. YES they can be prosecuted, illegal captivity of wildlife is a crime. 
 

Comment From Guest  
is it almost like the one bear we had that taken to FLOrida??? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
yes and the two that went to TN before then (grrrrrr). Although the difference is that this bear seems a bit more 
psychologically damaged..with his stereotypical behaviors and how he behaved when he was first put in with the 

other cubs. It must have been scary to not know you are a bear and get put in a room with bears... 
 

Comment From cwerb ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ x 12c PLUS MB  
What is known about long term memory of bears? Is it possible GYT will eventually forget he was ever raised by 
humans? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Well, if you look back on what I said about cubs and the fact they are a little more trusting and curious at first, 
we have had plenty of success stories releasing bears that were raised here at the center. And they had to be 

bottle fed by a person. I am not sure if they forget that or if they would remember that one person. This bear, when I 
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met him for the first time seemed to like everyone he met so his experiences were very different than those raised here. 
 
I do think they have a great memory they can remember good feeding sites and places to avoid and other things like 
what happens when your nose touches an electric fence. That is why some conditioning can work really well. 

 
Comment From GN  
Jaime, I noticed on the WCV Facebook page that someone had urged placement of the bear to a roadside attraction. 
This place has been abusing bears for profit for four generations. Are these type of places governed and permitted by 
Federal or State laws? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
I can speak for VA mostly in the permitting question. Places that have native species are permitted through the 
State. Places that have exotics are permitted through the federal government.... 

 
 

Jaime Sajecki:  
When it comes to putting an animal in captivity..first off that is not what the VDGIF is here to do. We manage 
species for the people in VA, when we put one in a zoo we are taking that animal away not only from a wild life 

but from the people in VA.  
 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
When we look at what type of facility is appropriate, we require a certain accreditation. the purpose and mission 
of the establishment, if the bear (in this case) will have his or her natural instincts and behaviors nurtured..etc 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
There are no "roadside attractions" that I know of that would meet that criteria for placement. 
 

Comment From Linda fm Suffolk, VA  
Intersting. Depending on the findings, is VDGIF considering a"treatment-in-the field" option for bears they encounter 
with mange? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
We are looking at the possibility of something like this especially since we are seeing more cases of mange this 
year than ever before. There are a lot of complicating factors though, method of delivery, impacts to the 

environment by a pesticide, etc. We cant put a drug on the landscape that would say kill all the turtles.. It is not an easy 
answer but I am really happy that the WCV and other researchers are interested in getting answers. 

 
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Besides licking the staff, what other behaviors did he present? Sorry, have been out of the loop for a bit. 
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Comment From cwerb ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ x 12c PLUS MB  
will the mange afflicted bear have enough of a coat to stay outside during the winter at WCV? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Well, the one with the pink tags we got in April and we released in August with a shiny lovely thick coat. 
However, she came in with only about 30-35% hairloss. This bear had about 90% hairloss and was in a lot worse 

shape to begin with. Here at the center, there are a number of options for the bear as to where she can den (both 
indoors and out). If she didn't have enough hair to be totally outdoors I am sure they will make sure she is in the best 
place to conserve her heat loss. Don't worry, she will not freeze! 

 
Comment From Jean  
Hi Jaime, I agree that G/Y bears behaviors may be a form of self-comfort. The orphaned polar bear Kali sent as a cub to 
the Buffalo Zoo often sucked/nursed on his paw. It also reminds me of Miggy, the black bear in "Smiling Bears" that Else 
Poulsen rehabilitated and of human babies "rocking" themselves as a form of self comfort when deprived touch in 
orphanages, etc.. The "self-comfort" is sad but a survival mechanism and a way to get what is not being provided. He is 
doing the best he can and learning fast :) 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Thank you for that comment. 
 

Comment From wren of NVA  
Don't know if you are watching the cam as you answer the questions 9THANK YOU0 but the cubs are putting on a great 
show of a typical day in the bear woods. :>) 

 
Comment From wren of NVA  
If only people would get the message to not feed the bears maybe that would help with the mange. We can help get the 
message out. 

 
Comment From Alberto  
Hi Jaime, 

 
Comment From PaulaR  
you're right about that "being put in a room" part! I think outside in the yard he was able to get away if he needed 
to...plus he had the fun of climbing trees and swimming and suddenly discovering playmates to share that with. 

 
Comment From tinksmom/MO  

 Jaime Sajecki:  
Oh man, that was sort of a misquote in that article. What I said was that there was likely saliva transmission (licking) of 
the people that found the bear when he showed up with the collar. He probably licked a lot of people....we will never 
know. The health department requires that if there is saliva transmission that the animal's head needs to be submitted 
for rabies testing or the person get the rabies series. In this case since we were not aware of his history we opted to put 
him in quarantine to satisfy the health dept and make sure he was not rabid (which was unlikely but possible) 
 

 
 Jaime Sajecki:  
As for the other behaviors, one of the more troubling is called self-orality (I just learned that) ...that is the science term 
for "nursing on himself", which is a polite term for saying he was doing something else. A lot. 

 
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Ok,thank you for that clarification. 
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I just saw the vehicle go by,is that why they all scattered? Good sign!! 
 

Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA  
Jaime have you ever been to the west coast for your studies with bears? I am in Washington state. 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
yes! I started working with bears in 2001 on the Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation in Humboldt County CA. A 
beautiful place that I miss 

 
Comment From wren of NVA  
HI Jaime! How much 'effort' is made to arrest an individual who kept a bear. Is there enough funding available to pursue 
this individual? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Lots of effort. We have a number of officers involved in this and the word is out locally and now..all over. Our LE 
takes all crimes like this seriously..believe me. 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Maybe this has been addressed, but I'm still confused. G/Y was kept illegally, but when he was found was it apparent 
that he had gotten loose and that is how he was found? 

 
Comment From Elaine VB VA  
Jamie, when 1874 was found, was she in the woods, roaming among the brush and trees, was she reported by a citizen 
that she appeared to be roaming? or had she recently been released by the humans that had her? and was she probably 
released on her own some distance from the human home so that she would not be easily tracked back to them? and 
why do you think she was released at the time she was released? and finally, do you think she may have been released 
for a short time before being found? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
G/Y showed up at some people's home wearing an orange dog collar. And was clearly very friendly. I think I even 
saw a photo posted by the family of him trying to open the door to get into their house. They did the right thing 

and called us right away. Your guess is as good as ours as to if he escaped or if he got to big to be a manageable pet. 
Maybe some day we will have that answer... I am sorry I cant answer most of those questions....Too bad he cant tell us. 

 
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
I do hope the person/s can be found. Makes me very angry! 

 
Comment From Kar from PA  
Hi Jaime -- for some reason my posts aren't coming through -- Maybe the mountains of W.PA hah! anyway, thank you so 
much for all your sharing today -- I'm going to scroll back and reread everything! 

 
Comment From Kar from PA  
For Jaime: I submitted my question this morning (as per Congo's advice) since I thought I wasn't able to check in this 
afternoon -- it was lost, however, you have certainly answered questions about yt/gt' releasability, -- what I was asking. 
Thank you so much for your input -- we can all just hope and pray that it will happen for yt/gt/. 

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Have you had a chance to check on 16-2023? So hope she can heal well enough to join the others. 

 

http://w.pa/
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Jaime Sajecki:  
I rely on the vets here to let me know how their patients are doing. They are the experts about healing and 
progress on the bears they are treating. I think Amanda is good about posting updates too. 

 
Comment From Cathy in Nevada  
Thank you for your answer re G/Y. Will mange bear come into heat (like dogs do) and attract male bears to WCV? Could 
these males become aggressive trying to get to mange bear? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Funny you ask...the pink tag mange bear WAS in heat when we picked her up to release her in August. It was 
late in the year so we were pretty surprised. As for the other one. Most times bears are in estrous in the 

summer months June- early August typically. 
 

Comment From Cathy in Nevada  
Whew! That's a relief! 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
And just in case: All bears are "in heat" in the summer months, they breed then and the fertilized eggs just float 
and don't implant. That is called delayed implantation. If the bear is in good shape she will become pregnant in 

the fall (Nov- Dec), and only for a short time 6-8 weeks. All cubs are born in winter dens. This only happens every two 
years unless the eggs don't implant or she loses her cubs early on. 

 
Comment From Deb in PA  
Hello Jaime! Living in PA, I know we have mange problems in this state. Do weather conditions--hot and dry like this 
year, increase the chances of animals getting mange? And, do you share information back and forth with other states 
such as PA concerning diseases like mange? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
You know, I think that environmental conditions have impacts in terms of the stress of the bear. I am not sure 
about effects on the mites. So if you have a bear that is nutritionally stressed and has lowered immunity I think 

that there is a greater chance of the mites causing the terrible symptoms we see. I really am learning a lot about all of 
this now and talk with Dr. Dave and our own vet a lot. PA has great resources on mange, I use them a lot to send to 
people. And yes, this is a topic a number of us in the east have been talking about, Mark Ternent is your bear biologist, 
he is amazing and a bear genius. 

 

Comment From cwerb ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ x 12c PLUS MB  
What kinds of channels does VDGIF use to put the message out to the public about not feeding bears? Many probably 
don't realize the great disservice they are doing these animals by feeding them. 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
We put out press releases every year, we do news interviews as much as we can, we have the info on our 
website. We give out literature and DVDs.. All the talks we give include that. The WCV helps get that message 

out.. 
If anyone has any other ideas I am totally open. you can email me. I do think that some people just don't care even if 
they know it is illegal and what happens to the animals. 

 
Comment From wren of NVA  
Feathers in the bears woods. :>) 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA  
That is a funny looking black bear drinking from the pool. LOL 
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Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Thank you Jaime,AA, and WCV for the discussion today. Always an enjoyable experience when I can 'remember' to join 
in! 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA  
It is still amazing to me how the cubs and bears scamper up and down the trees so quickly. It is amazing to watch and to 
see them sleeping up at the top in wind, rain and snow storms. 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
If anyone has good ideas please feel free to pass them on to me  
 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA  
Do you have areas that you check on cubs/bears regularly in your monthly routines to make sure they are surviving the 
way they should? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
In regards to the radio collared bears? Ok I am going to assume that.  
We know where those bears are because their collars transmit to satellites and then we get their locations. This 

winter we will be checking on them a few times to see where and when they den, if they have cubs and how they are 
looking health wise. We know if one stops moving because the collars have a mortality mode that alerts us. We went to 
find one bear whose collar was in that mode. Turns out she was just taking a long nap probably or was resting every time 
the collar sent a location and she was fine. what a relief that was! 

 
Comment From Alberto  
Hi Jaime, I have heard of some collaring studies being concerned that people could key in on the collar frequencies and 
use them to track/hunt the bears, has that ever been a concern here? Thank you! 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes, it is a concern not just that people would hunt them but would just try to go find them or put out food for 
them or mess with their dens, etc . We do not give out collar frequencies for that reason. That is also why we 

don't have a bear tracking app for the public like they do for the sharks.... 
 

Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA  
When a bear is hit by a car and killed, do you use the bear for research? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
It depends on the condition of the bear and how long it has been out. We sometimes donate the carcass to 
universities or other educational institutions for necropsy. We also pull samples from the bears that are killed so 

we can get thier age. We are giving hair samples to a researcher who is looking at source population expansions. So we 
sometimes use the bear or parts, sometimes we can't because of the condition or if it is picked up before by someone 
else. 

 
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
In Va is there a law against the killing of a collared bear? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
No. There are regulations (set by VDGIF)for hunters against killing bears under a certain size or if they have cubs. 
Kill permits are covered under the Code of VA, which is law not set by us but by the VA gen assembly. There are 

not the same restrictions in that law. 
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But we have put out one press release and will be another done soon letting hunters and others know that they are 
important research bears. The news covered the story quite a bit so hopefully people will know. 

 
Comment From Hummingbird  
What happened to the cubs of the collared bear killed by a farmer? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
I am not sure. It was a bit of time before we found out what happened. 
 

Comment From PaulaR  
what happened to the cubs of the bear the farmer killed? why did he kill her...was she creating damage to crops on his 
farm? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
She was near a field where a farmer had a kill permit for corn 
 

Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA  
I am so thankful that WCV has these yards to help raise the cubs until they of age to be released. PLUS have your expert 
advice to lean on and help with them. Thank you for your expertise. 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
I know it's awesome! and thank you :) 
 

Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Thank you for the answer re: the collared bears, Jaime. 

 

Comment From Jakermo♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
What do you think about Pink and Double Pink. REcovering from such big surgeries! 
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Jaime Sajecki:  
I am so grateful they had the opportunity to get the care they got. If I was a bear and needed a hospital, I would 
probably want to live in VA. 

 
Comment From Guest  
Jaime, why would a bear wander so many miles from original site? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
That is a great question and why we don't like to relocate bears. (and why we mostly don't). Bears can have 
huge home ranges although females are typically smaller. When there is not a lot of natural foods, bears will 

travel quite a bit until they find a good source. This is also a good lesson on why relocation is not a good option for 
bears. First because it does not really solve the issue of a bear eating from trash or birdseed but because they can go 
right back to where they were originally from.. Your question is also an important reason for using radio collars to track 
their movements. 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA  
Before you head to the bear tower Jamie can you walk out to visit Buttercup and give us a quick waive? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
sure :) 
 

Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA  
Thank you Jaime for your answer to my questions today. I am so glad I could be home today to share in your expertise. 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
What about poster contests in the lower grades for the best posters showing how people can avoid attracting bears to 
their yards, including not feeding them. The younger people are when they learn this, the better. Also, youth think of 
things we adults don't. 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
great idea! There is photo someone just sent of a school in Co that sponsored a save a bear secure your trash 
campaign 

 
Comment From CarrieIzzy  
Hi Jaime always love when you visit! I was wondering does how far a bear needs to forage or what they are able to feed 
on impact their ability to fend off concerns like mange or other illness in the wild? Thanks for being a superhero for 
bears great and small! 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
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Awwww. thank you and how far a bear needs to go really depends on the food so in a year where only 1 out of every 
100 trees have acorns, all the creatures that eat acorns find those trees. For the most part bears are pretty resilient 
when it comes to sickness. But just like with us when we don't get enough sleep and eat only ice cream and are stressed, 
our bodies are more susceptible to infection. In years where food is plentiful bears dont have to move as much. Also 
keep in mind that bears need to get more calories then they burn so that is why stopping at a trash can or bird feeder is 
so irresistible. Not much work for a ton of calories 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Thank you for spending time with us today, Jaime. I want you to know that I've come to recognize just how good our 
DGIF is from reading news stories from other states and countries and from being told personal wildlife experiences by 
friends in other places. Many thanks to all of you for what you do for our precious wildlife. 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Wow, that means so much to me and I am sure everyone in the agency. There is so much more that goes into 
wildlife management than I thought. I go back to the idea when I was young I thought being a biologist would be 

living in the woods with monkeys...It is so much different than that! The people who care about wildlife make this job 
very rewarding. So thank you! 

 
Comment From JudyVA  
Hi Jamie! Are there certain parts of our state that are prone to having more problems with feeding, cub-napping, illegal 
taking of bear? Or, is it universal around the state? 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
I think it is everywhere sadly. 
 

Comment From wren of NVA  
Jaime, how does this year's food crops look? We will see more hungry bears again this year? We have an acorn tree and 
have not had many acorns. 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
So far, I think it has been spotty depending on oak species and elevation. I have not gotten official reports yet 
but I was hoping for excellent across the board. I don't think it will be that but it wont be the worst year either. 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA   
When the one bear was shot at the farm, did the farmer return the collar to VDGIF? 
 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
yes 
 

Comment From Texas Gal   
Amanda said there was going to be ice cream..did you get some? =) Thanks for all the info on the bears. Are you 
attending the Gala? Thanks for being here! Have a great weekend! 
 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
yes ice cream! no gala....i don't like dressing up :) 
Thank you! 

 
Comment From Marty RVA   
Lurking and learning! Thanks Jamie! 
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Comment From Pat, NJ   
Thank you bunches Jaime for your time with us today. It has been so very informative and educational for us. I guess we 
only have to say that our prayers are with GYT that he will be the miracle bear and be able to return to his rightful home. 
We hope you will be able to join us once again as we journey down this road together. 
 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
Thank you Pat and I am not going anywhere. We will get through this together. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Whew! 
 

 
  
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think we made it through the questions ... or most. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
After two and a half hours, I think Jaime needs to stretch! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And maybe have another milkshake. 
 

Comment From BarbG   
thanks for a wonderful informative afternoon about bears!!! 
 

 

Comment From Kathy in NM ♥   
All of my concerns were addressed early on, so I've been quietly 'listening' and learning. Thank you, Jaime, for being with 
us today. We appreciate all you do, and look forward to your continuing thoughts about the welfare of 'our' bears. 
 

 
Comment From wren of NVA   
Thank you for spending time with us today. The more I learn the more I am curious about and you have been so 
wonderful in answering our questions! THANK YOU AGAIN! 
 

 
Comment From Linda fm Suffolk, VA   
Thank you for your time and all the great info! 
 

 
Comment From Cathy   
I think I speak for all of us here at CN, we love the cubbies/bears and all the wildlife that enters the doors of WCV. We 
want only the best for them. We thank WCV and VDGIF for all that they do for them and their well-being. 
 

 
Comment From tinksmom/MO   
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Aww,thanks for the photos Amanda! 
 

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Thank you soo much Jaime!!! 
 

 
Comment From Sharon Sampson   
I cannot stay on here have things to do but as I said if I can help in any way just let me know. I can tell you everything 
that happened that afternoon/evening. 
 

 
Comment From Cathy in Nevada   
Thank you, Jaime, for spending time with us today! Much appreciated! 
 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
Think we all need a astretch! 
 

 
Jaime Sajecki:  
There are probably a few more questions that I haven't answered sorry! If you have anything you would like to 
send me you can email me at jaime.sajecki@dgif.virginia.gov.  

Thank you all for the great, thoughtful questions and for your big hearts. 
Have a wonderful weekend and fall! I'm sure we will all be talking soon 

 
Comment From PaulaR   
thank you so much for your time and your very compassionate and complete answers...hope you will come again, Jaime! 
 

 
Comment From JudyVA   
Thank you Jamie and WCV. The more we learn the better for all wildlife. 
 

 
Comment From Columbo   
Jaime, just one more thing!:) 
 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl   
Jaime I have to leave but I would like to thank you for being so generous with your time and for sharing your insight and 
information with us. 
 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA   
Oh good thought Texas Gal to have her come to the Gala. There are a lot of us that just wear slacks and top. 
 

 
Comment From PaulaR   
Jaime, some people just wear nice pants and a tunic...and if you don't like crowds, this is one of the friendliest, oddest 
crowds of people to be with... 
 

mailto:jaime.sajecki@dgif.virginia.gov
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Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
Jaime, I've never attended the Gala for the same reason, but Lydia has informed me that many ladies now wear 
pantsuits to it. She'd get after me if I didn't let you know. LOL 
 

 
Comment From Sharon HP   
Thank you Patty for remembering Ernie with the cams today. As we age, so many of our furbabies have come and gone. 
 

 
Comment From Kar from PA   
More milkshakes! Yeah! 
 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA   
I have to disagree with you Jaime. My body needs ice cream. :o) 
 

 

Comment From caleb (͡๏̯͡๏)   
OH NO! Kids know you are eating ice cream and are stressed with all Critter Nation's questions! Will you get an infection 
now? HA HA HA! KIDS! WONDERful session, Jaime! Kids learned so MUCH! Thank you for your time and all you do to 
help bears! HUGS!!! 
 

 
Comment From wren of NVA   
yes I knew it was an oak tree that has acorns..... senior moment :) 
 

 
Comment From Mary E in NC   
Thanks, Jaime, for being here today and thanks for all the great information! So glad you are there to help take care of 
the bears - they are in good hands! 
 

 
Comment From Deb in PA   
We are truly the luckiest people--so many talented and informative people to help us find the answers to our questions. 
We are continually learning--that you WCV! 
 

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Are there any cookies left over? 
 

 
Congowings:  
I would like to add my thanks Jaime. You answered so many of the questions many have been wondering. Thank 
you again! 

 
 

Comment From GN   
Wear a bear costume to the Gala. 
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Comment From Cathy   
Thank you Jaime for sharing your knowledge and expertise! Thank you WCV. 
 

 
 
 

 


