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Special Guest: Christie Gove Berg –  
Author of Maggie the One-eyed Peregrine Falcon 
and Esther the Eaglet 

 
 

Wednesday May 4, 2016 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hi, everyone! Thanks for tuning in. Please join me in welcoming Christie to our moderated discussion. She's 
joining us from Minnesota ... gotta love technology. :) 

 
Comment              ๏   ๏)   
YAY! Our special needs kids all welcome Christie with huge hugs! We LOVE Maggie and cannot WAIT to hear more about 
how Maggie's book was developed! Waving to all here! What an exciting day! Smiles ABOUND! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Thanks for being here! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
It is a great pleasure to welcome you Christie and we thank you for your time in visiting with us today. Your beautiful 
book about our famous Maggie is outstanding. 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Thank you Pat! 

 
Christie Gove Berg:  
Hi Everyone - my name is Christie Gove-Berg. I am the author of two raptor rescue books: “Maggie the One-
Eyed Peregrine Falcon: A True Story of Rescue and Rehabilitation” and “Esther the Eaglet: A True Story of 

Rescue and Rehabilitation”. It has been a privilege to work with Amanda and the Wildlife Center of Virginia on the story 
of Maggie. I’m here to answer any questions you might have these books and the process of getting them out into the 

world. Thanks for being here to chat  
 

Comment From David in VA   
Hi Christie, Welcome to WCV 
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Comment From Guest   
Hi Christie!! 

 
Comment From Izzy/Carrie   
Hi Christie welcome to the moderated discussion so glad you are here! 
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Congowings:  
Welcome to The Critter Cam Discussion Ms. Gove-Berg. My grandchildren love your book! And I do too! 
 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Thank you! 
 
Comment              ๏   ๏)   
Christie, our kids have your book on Esther the Eaglet and LOVE it! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
That is great to hear! 
 
Comment From Lydia   
Well I am still sitting here in the waiting room so I guess I can join you at least for the beginning of this. 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
Thank you for being with us, Christie, and thank you for helping WCV with its mission to teach and for sharing some of 
the profits from Maggie's story with them. I love both of your books! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
You are welcome. Honestly, it has been such a privilege to do both of these books. I could never have done this on my 
own. I have many people to thank. For the maggie book - Amanda was so helpful and thorough. She is a gem! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
Wow, watching Miss Maggie live and speaking with her author is unbelievable. Yes, technology is great! 

 
Comment              ๏   ๏)   
OH AMANDA! Our kids would like this question saved for Christie this after noon. How often did Christie see Maggie and 
how CLOSE was she to Maggie during her prep for creating the book? Our kids LOVE Maggie ALMOST as much as Papa 
G'Ho! Thanks! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Can you believe that I have not yet met Maggie in person?! I live in Minnesota! But - Amanda provided information and 
pictures, as well as conveying a sense of who Maggie “is”. I have seen hundreds of Maggie pictures and many videos.  
 
I’m glad to hear that your kids LOVE Maggie. What a great way to teach them the value of nature and ingraining a 
respect in them for our natural world.  
 
In August I will be coming out to meet Maggie! We’re doing several events in Richmond and Waynesboro. I hope you 
can come to one of our events and bring your kids. I would love to meet them and sign their books!  
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Comment From SharonShneyer,Philadelphia   
My question for Christie Gov-Berg is, What is/was the most interesting/intriguing thing you learned about Maggie? PS. I 
won't be able to be here, but will scroll back. 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
I haven’t personally met Maggie but I hear she is very social and seems to enjoy her role as education bird. I like this 
about her. In August, I will be coming to Virginia for some book events and am excited to meet Maggie in person(or 
should I say “in bird”?). Through the process of writing this story, I have learned a lot about Peregrine Falcons in general. 
My favorite thing about them is their speed and their hunting ability. I love the term “stoop” and the appearance of a 
bird in stoop is so amazing! 
 
Comment From Joan from NY   
Wow it's terrific to "meet" you! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Thanks Joan. Technology is crazy eh?! 
 
Comment From Lydia   
I have not yet read Esther the eagle however I have purchased several Maggie books to give to grandchildren and also a 
special friend and one for myself. And having been with Amanda as she researched Maggie's roots I realize it is a very 
special book and many of us here have come to adore Maggie 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
I agree Lydia. I LOVE the story of Maggie's name. It is so fitting that she represents a women who persevered despite her 
disabilities 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Love the book Christie! Thank you!:) 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Thank you for being a reader, Dave! 
 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P., WA   
Hi Christie - I am on the west coast in Washington state and so happy to be here today. 

 
Comment From Lydia   
OK folks I am being called out of the waiting room so I must leave I will scroll back this evening. Thank you again Christie 
for being here! 

 
Comment From Joan from NY   
I think Amazon has said that the Maggie book is appropriate for preschool - third grade. How did you adjust her story for 
children? 
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Christie Gove Berg:  
Hi Joan, I think kids get a lot more than we give them credit for. They see and understand that animals ( and people) get 
hurt. I tried to use language that is at their level but I didn't have to change this story much in terms of context. The back 
matter is written for older kids and adults. 
 
Comment From LoveOwls   
I have Ester the Eaglet too. Wonderful book! I think an owl book might be a great story. The Center's Ambassador Papa 
G'Ho would make a good subject. 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
We have been talking about a third book. I like the idea of an owl story. We've also discussed a lead poisoning story 
given how important ( and under-recognized) that issue is. 
 
Comment From Jersey Shore Amy   
"Maggie" is perfect for young readers! If you are online and watching the cams then you will also fall in love with Papa 
G'HO! He's a great surrogate dad - and good subject for another book! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
I've heard he is great! 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Maggie is a lot of fun to watch in the mornings, she holds morning exercise class doing turns on her perch and flapping 
her wings very fast for a long time, very cool to watch! 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P., WA   
Did you come up with the story lines in the books after you heard NX story and Maggie's story pretty easy or did you 
have to think about them? 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Well, the stories were set and I wanted them to be accurate so I followed the story line. However the trick is to write 
them so they are exciting for kids, and interesting. To have a "climax" and a resolution is important for children's stories 
 
Comment From Joan from NY   
How did you select Maggie as the subject for your book? 
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Christie Gove Berg:  
I contacted Wildlife Center of Virginia about providing some pictures for my eagle book. I needed some release photos ( 
there was some video but no photos of the actual release in 2008).  
 
Amanda responded to me with such enthusiasm and kindness. She was clearly a smart, passionate wildlife educator. She 
connected me with some photographers.  
 
The Raptor Center did not feel they could collaborate on another book and so I reached out to Amanda and she said 
“yes!” 
 
She and I talked about several options for another story and settled on maggie because we thought the story of a 
transition to an education bird would be interesting 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
That's fantastic that you are coming to Waynesboro and Richmond this summer! Perhaps you will get ideas for another 
book about a different WCV ambassador or a surrogate parent. 
 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Yes -I'm very excited to visit. Amanda is planning all sorts of fun events. You should come, Brenda! 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Yeah Brenda, that would be cool!:) 

 
Comment              ๏   ๏)   
Christie, our kids would like to know if you write only children's books? AND if those books are mainly animal books? We 
LOVE our birds and animals! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
I have written the two raptor rescue stories and an addtl book that is only distributed in Minnesota called "Must-See MN 
for families: An A-Z list" It is a travel guide for families and a journal for kids to document the fun things they do/see at 
different sites. 
 
Comment From Polly   
Do you have a "focus group" of children on which to try out your writing? 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
good question! I run everything by my own kids, but they are a little biased. I am in a writer's group and several 
members have grandkids. They have taken my writings to their grandchildren for review. It is very helpful! 
 
Comment From Sunrise Elemntary Library   
Ms. Hoffman's first grade would like to tell Ms. Gove thank you for writing about Maggie's story (and can't wait for me 
to have ready to check out!) Is she going to write more books? 
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Christie Gove Berg:  
Thank you class!! I want to write another raptor rescue story. The publisher is waiting to see how the eagle book 
continues to do, and how well the maggie book sells before agreeing to a third book. In my perfect world, I would 
publish a rescue book about each type of raptor! 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
I very much would like to come for one of the events! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
I'm guessing Amanda will put out a schedule once we get closer to August 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Looking forward to your future books Christie, sounds awesome! 
 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Thank you Dave! 
 
Comment              ๏   ๏)   
OOOhh, Christie! The news could not have come at a better time than while here with YOU, the author! A special person 
who loves WCV has just gifted our kids with your book on MAGGIE! We JUST found out NOW! We are SO excited! Thank 
you both [author and gifter] so MUCH! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
wow! That is great - what crazy timing! I hope you love it! 
 
Comment From Polly   
Have you ever thought about writing fiction or poetry? 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
I have published a poem and an essay in the past. I do love fiction and poetry. My writing class teacher challenges us to 
write my different genres. I have a YA novel that I am working on too, but finding enough time is an issue..... :) 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Well, I'm going to buy the eagle rescue book Christie, I didn't know about until now! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Yay! Any bookstore can order it, or Amazon has it. 
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Comment From Pat, NJ   
I think I should pull up stakes and move to Waynesboro to be able to attend all of the fun things that WCV does (and 
maybe volunteer there too). 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
I have had that thought too, Pat. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Works for us! :) 
 

 
Comment From Lydia   
Christie, if you need any more Maggie pictures videos I have plenty. But since your book is already written, I think the 
pleasure of meeting her in person will be awesome 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Thanks Lydia. Amanda must have sent me over a hundred when we were preparing pages/set-up. It was hard to narrow 
it down! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
:) 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I can imagine the project may have been trickier with a less well-documented bird ... :) 
 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
for sure! 
 
Comment From Marie   
Hi Christie- thanks for being here. How did you hear about Maggie? 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Amanda and I talked about several different subjects for this second raptor rescue story. We settled on maggie because 
she represented the recovery of Peregrine Falcons in cities, and some of the struggles they face there. We also thought a 
story about a bird becoming a teacher/education bird was worth telling. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
Where did that one picture of th falcon crashing into the building come from? I'm sure it wasn't "our" Maggie, but was 
amazing that someone was able to get the shot. 
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Christie Gove Berg:  
C&C Saladin ( they have a great facebook page - check it out) are huge pefa fans and they had literally thousands of 
peregrine photos. They shared a lot of photos for use in the book and that was one of them. It was a real shot, not 
photoshopped. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That is such an awesome shot for the book. :) 
 

 
Comment From Kris in VB   
Are you a full-time writer? 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
I would love to do that at some point. However, I currently am blessed to work part time outside the home, and I also 
get to stay home a few days a week with my kids. 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
I suppose you know that there is sad news from Maggie's parents' nest in Richmond this year. Their clutch has failed, but 
they may have a second clutch. We are hoping so. 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
And then of course there is that great shot of our very Amanda, who is now quite famous as well! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Oh yes - she should sign books with me. She's a cover girl! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl   
Hi Christie. Thanks for being here today. I was a bit late getting my book ordered, so I do not have it yet. I really look 
forward to reading it. I am a big lover of children's books! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Thank you for being here. I hope you love the book! 
 
Comment From Izzy/Carrie   
Maggie I joke had my heart at "honk" her first video we ever saw she honked and had the cutest face. I haven't been 
able to stop learning about her and her family since! Were you surprised at all by how much Maggie can do, and what 
she understands in her role as an ambassador? 
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Christie Gove Berg:  
She seems to be a very wise bird. I think you asked an earlier question about my favorite Maggie attribute… I would say 
tenacity. As a wild animal, losing an eye could be demoralizing. However Maggie appears to have a tenacity about her 
that keeps her positive and hopeful. She was named after Maggie Walker, who was a strong woman who persevered 
and was not defined by her disabilities, but by her strength and wisdom. 
 
                     ๏   ๏)   
Our kids are asking if you always wanted to be a children's book writer ~~ they want MORE MORE MORE from you! 
[smile] 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
I have always wanted to be a writer. My mom recently found a book I wrote and illustrated in 3rd grade. I have written 
as a hobby throughout my life. I didn't pursue writing as a career but I've been very blessed in the last few years to get 
these books published and experience life as a "published author" 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
Did Amanda send you photos of Maggie's artwork? She probably could sign her own autograph with yours for a special 
book for the Gala auction. 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
I saw the videos of her painting. Super cute! I'm happy to sign stuff for the auction - that's a good idea! 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Who thinks Christie should do a bear story?:) 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
the publisher is interested in a mammal rescue story.... 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
The biologists have removed the eggs and are testing to see if they have been contaminated somehow. The parents' 
ages may well be a big factor though. 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Will they put the results up on their blog/web page? 
 
Comment From Guest   
Christie, do you have a PEFA Power shirt? 
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Christie Gove Berg:  
I bought one last year. I bought one for my editor too. I love the artwork! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
YES, a bear book! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
Maybe so :) Thanks Pat! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, gang, I think that wraps up the questions that have been asked of Christie, which is perfect timing -- I 
know she needs to leave us in a couple of minutes! 

 
Christie, thanks so much for joining us on our moderated discussion!! 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
As we speak Maggie is jumping and flapping her wings, she knows we are talking about her! 

 
                     ๏   ๏)   
THANK YOU for being here Christie! Our kids LOVED this! SOOOOooo important an education for them! Best of good 
fortune to you! 

 

Christie Gove Berg:  
You are welcome. I'm glad we could chat. Have a great rest of your day! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
Thank you so very much for spending time with us this afternoon and we hope you have a "blast" when you visit WCV in 
August. Looking forward to your next book. 

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl   
I have been thinking Maggie knows we are talking about her too. She has been all ove the place! Thank you Christie. 
Look forward to your September visit! 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
Thank you very much for joining us today, Christie. It was great "talking" with you. I will be looking forward to the 
summer events. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And if you haven't ordered your copy yet ...http://wildlifecenter.org/s... 
 
 
Christie Gove Berg:  
Thanks everyone. This was very fun. I hope to meet many of you in August and have more time to chat! 
 

 

http://wildlifecenter.org/shop/product/48
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And many people have been gifting a copy to a local library or children's hospital (which I think is very cool!) 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks so much, Christie! 
 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
If you've read the book, please consider putting a review on Amazon. The reviews so far are all five star, but there are 
only seven of them. 
 

 
 
 

 


