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             Critter Cam Chat 

Special Guest: Dr. Kristin Britton 

             Veterinary Intern 

 
 

Friday June 20, 2014 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Okay, I think Dr. Kristin is getting settled into place and checking out the stuff that's been posted for her 
already ... everyone welcome Dr. Kristin!  
 
For those new folks, Dr. Kristin is our veterinary intern. The internship is a one-year position at the 
Wildlife Center -- and she's finishing her time with us next week! 
 
Comment From izzy   
Good Morning Dr. Kristin saver of wildlife, instiller of wisdom and office mate to Amazing Amanda :) 
 
Comment From Lynette (VA)   
Hi and bye Dr Kristin. Thanks for everything you've done to save our wildlife. 
 
Comment From BarbG   
seems like we were just saying goodbye to Dr Miranda, Adam and Dana 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Won't get to be on so I wanted to say thank you for all your hard work and I wish you well Dr. Kristin!:) 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl   
Hi Dr. Kristen. Can't believe we are here to send you on your way to new beginnings. What a fast year!! 
 
Comment From izzy   
Please put on hold for Dr. Kristin's Appearance. Good Morning Dr. Kristin first and foremost thank you 
for all that you have done for wildlife while at WCV, so many amazing patient stories have been shared 
with all of us! I was wondering if you had any special thoughts or words for the Critter Nation, and for 
the next intern that will come on board? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
Hi Izzy,  
It's been a wonderful ride here at the WCV and I've enjoyed helping all the animals I've come in contact 
with here! As for special thoughts for Critter Nation I first of all want to thank you for all your support! It 
means a lot to have people who can share the WCV message about conservation, wildlife, and the 
environment. I think the best words of wisdom I can offer is educate people!! People's views or habits 
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won't change regarding wildlife if they aren't aware of problems or implications that they may be 
causing. Education is key! 
 
Comment From BarbG   
A big thank you to Dr Kristin for all the hard work you have done at WCV and good luck with next 
place!!!! 
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥   
I guess AA must say goodbye to yet another office mate :C 
 
Comment From ThumNail   
Dr. Kristin, thank you so much for your tender loving care and your tender loving heart for give our 
critters "new normal". Sorry that I cannot be here to talk to you. Wish all the best to you in future 
career. All those bears gave you a handful of bear hugs........ :) 
 
                     ๏  ๏)   

QUESTION FOR Dr. KRISTIN: We are so glad you were with WCV and aided their cause so well! Our 
special needs kids would like to know what surgical tool or tools you liked to use the most in your 
surgeries, and why. HUGS to you in all your future endeavors! 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
Hi Caleb -  
I've had some really fun surgeries to perform this past year. I've really developed a passion for ocular 
surgery. So ocular instruments in good condition are always a must when going into a micro surgery on a 
small owl or opossum like Phebe!  
I've also really enjoyed endoscopy procedures, being able to access problems without having to do an 
invasive surgery is always a benefit to the patient! 
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Comment From janeinstpete   
Q for Dr. Kristin: what's it like working with Dr. Dave and Dr. Rich? They seem like such good men. 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
Hi Jane! 
Dr. Dave and Dr. Rich have been amazing! They are very supportive and knowledgeable in their field. If 
I'm ever unsure of a diagnosis or treatment plan or even new options that may be available they are 
there to lend an ear and offer their thoughts. Not only are they smart as whips, but they are also a really 
fun couple of guys to work with. There's always laughing going on in the clinic with those two. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
[Dr. Kristin is so nice] 
 
Comment From Texas Gal   
Gotta get to work, but wanted to tell Dr. Kristin a big thank you! Good Luck in your next adventure. 
 
Comment From Candice VaBch   
Much thanks and good wishes to you Dr Kristin. 
 
Comment From VA Kris   
I've an appointment tomorrow morning and will miss Dr. Kristin's visit to the chat room. I'd like to 
remind the good doctor that she has a fan-base now and we'd applaud an occasional update on what & 
how you're doing. Thank you for everything you've done for WCV this year. Good luck in your future 
endeavors and thanks for everything. CN appreciates and loves you...dearly. 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
Hi Kris -  
Thank you so much! I will be checking in regularly with the WCV. I have met some incredible people and 
have made long lasting friends. I imagine I'll have some good pictures to send along for my next year in 
Canada. . . probably one of me buried in the snow trying to treat a moose or something! 
 
Comment From a Fan   
Good luck Dr. Kristin, hope the very best in your future ventures! 
 
Comment From 33mama   
Dr. Kristin, Thank you for all you did to help wildlife this past year, including working on weekends and 
all the nights on call. It sure went fast! Very best wishes to you! 
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Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
Thank you so much! It did go fast. I really can't believe that it's coming to an end. I will miss everyone 
here terribly. 
 
Comment From janeinstpete   
In case it hasn't been asked, where do you go from here Dr. K? Please keep in touch as we in CN love to 
hear from former staff. 
 
Comment From Lynda in AZ (Mrs. Matheson)   
Dr. Kristin, I would like to thank you for answering all of my 4th graders questions, as I'm sure Amanda 
asked you (if she didn't know the answer). I was wondering, what are your plans after WCV (although 
we all wish you could stay at WCV)? 
 
Comment From tinksmom/MO   
Dr. Kristin, what are your plans for the future? Best wishes to you wherever you go from here! 
 
Comment From Robin (NY,NY)   
One year gone by so fast :-( Of course, we all want to know where you are going after WCV, both locale 
and new post/job. 
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥   
Oh, Dr. K you are going to Dr. Dave's country? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
Future plans?!? I'm headed to Western College in Saskatoon Saskatchewan! I'll be working as an 
exotics/wildlife/zoo intern at the veterinary school. 
 
Comment From izzy   
How cool Dr. Kristin is coming to Canada, Eh! :) 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I'm excited to start this new adventure and will take with me all I've learned from the WCV regarding 
wildlife and get to apply it to the wildlife up in Canada, exotic pets, and various zoo animals! 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
It is exciting, but I'm a warm weather type of girl. Grew up in the desert of California, went to school in 
Hawaii, and then vet school in the Caribbean. . . I think I'm going to need a really poofy jacket and some 
serious snow boots! 
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Congowings:  
Most of the time at the Center we want those staying there to leave as quickly as possible - but in the 
case of the interns and externs it seems the time is way too short. You will be missed by many, Dr. 
Kristin. Best of luck to you in the future. Wherever you end up they will be so lucky to have you. Take 
care. 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
Thank you so much Congowings! It went way too fast and I will miss being with the WCV very much! 
 
Comment From Medie in AL   
My best wishes to you Dr. Kristen in all your future attempts! Thanks for caring for wildlife! 
 
Comment From Barb, NJ   
Dr. Kristin...was your overall experience at WCV what you expected? Which patients did you find most 
challenging? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
Hi Barb -  
My time here at the WCV was what I expected, but I gained so much more as well. I have gained 
valuable surgical experiences that I feel I would not have been able to experience otherwise anywhere 
else. I've seen patients that I didn't even know existed, like a Purple Gallinule for instance! I've also had 
an amazing support staff to work with which really makes all the difference for those long days and 
nights. My most challenging aspect especially early on was determining what types of injuries could be 
fixed in wildlife patients vs. ones that were poor prognosis due to the specifics of those patients. I think I 
have a much better understanding of patient's natural history and what I can do with them medically. 
 
Comment From tinksmom/MO   
Hello and welcome Dr. Kristin. What will you take away as a favorite memory of your internship with the 
Center? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
My favorite memory will be when "Zombie" went to his new home as an education patient. I was so 
worried about this little Eastern Screech Owl's prognosis due to all of his complications with surgery and 
even post surgery. But he can fly and is the feistiest owl I probably know teaching people about 
conservation and wildlife. It's really rewarding to take a patient that you're not sure has a chance and 
seeing them soar! 
 
Comment From katiesmom   
Awwww the little frog avatar!!! 
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Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
He was a newer patient we had recently! I learned a lot about frog medicine and natural history with 
this little guy! 
 
Comment From katiesmom   
What has been the critter that you treated that has been the most rewarding or been the most difficult 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I think the patient that took the longest would have been a snapping turtle with some plastron wounds. 
The wounds extended into its coelom (body cavity) and she had to have bone cement placed on these 
wounds weekly. She was so patient with us and after the months and months of care she finally healed 
up, ate like a champ, and was released. It was great to see her progress and get her back to health when 
at the beginning it was very uncertain how she would do. Those are the most rewarding cases! 
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Comment From Barb, NJ   
Dr Kristen, you seem especially dedicated to working with wildlife. Do you hope to continue along this 
line? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I will be continuing with wildlife!!! My hope is to become board certified with the American College of 
Zoological Veterinarians. I have a passion for wildlife and all sorts of critters large and small and I can't 
imagine practicing any other way than taking it all in and learning as much as I can! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
and here's a story about "zombie" that Dr. K mentioned earlier!  
http://www.swvawildlifecenter.org/photos-and-stories.html 
 
Comment From APK in FL   
Hello Dr. Kristin. Thank you for all you have done caring for wildlife during your year at WCV. All the best 
in your future endeavors. 
 
Comment From julia phx az   
oh wow awesome 
 
Comment From jtct   
Hi Dr. Kristin- I wish you the best of luck in your future and I thank you for being here teaching so many 
of us so much! 
 
Comment From PatNWFL   
Dr Kirsten, That tree frog does not look good. Is it ok now? Also, I love the work you do for animals and 
thank you so much. 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
Hi Pat,  
Yep, that tree frog was in really rough shape when he first came in. He had some injuries to his hind 
limbs and some neurological abnormalities with his forelimbs. he was also missing an eye! But he 
actually recovered very well some time and supportive care and ended up hopping like a champ again! 
He was actually released earlier this week! 
 
Comment From wren of NVA   
GM Dr. Kristin, what animal or species do you find the most interesting? Thank you 
 
 

http://www.swvawildlifecenter.org/photos-and-stories.html
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Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
Wow, now this is a hard question! I always find something interesting about every animal that comes in 
the door! Did you know bunnies can eat their feces at night and it's normal?! Turtles can heal from a 
variety of traumas that occur to them if you just give them support and time! Raptor eyes look like 
spaceships and it helps them cut down on the weight of the muscles that need to attach to their eyes! 
There's always something incredible to learn about each and every patient! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl   
Speaking of snow....weren't you one of the snow hikers that got to the Center during the BIG snow? 
Good practice for Canada!! 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I think that was the world telling me to get ready! I was one of the people who hiked in during our big 
snow storm. It was a group effort and I was so proud to be working with such dedicated people who 
would hike in on a day like that for the patients! 
 
Comment From Doris   
You'll have to send us a pic in the snow like the one in front of the WCV sign last winter when you and all 
of the other dedicated people trudged into work in the DEEP snow to care for the critters. Thank you for 
all of your hard work and good luck in the future! 
 
Comment From izzy   
Dr. K you're going to be a Popsicle in the winter you picked a very cold portion of Canada! I'm sure you'll 
get used to it after a while, just hope it’s not another year like this past winter BRRR! 
 

 
 
Comment From tinksmom/MO   
Oh my, you are a brave girl! What a great new adventure though, you will be well rounded in veterinary 
medicine! 



Special Guest: Dr. Kristin Britton  Page 9 
 

 
Comment From Robin (NY,NY)   
With that warm weather background, you'd better invest in a whole body warmer suit--hand and feet 
warmers won't be enough! 
 
Comment From Guest   
When my son went to Montreal for a year he discovered best to buy cold weather clothes in Canada! 
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥   
Dr. K, what stands out as your most memorable experience while at WCV? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I've had so many incredible experiences! There was the first time I caught Papa G'Ho in mid flight. The 
first eagle surgery I had ever done! My first orthopedic surgery to fix a broken wing. My first bat 
procedure. My first enucleation and evisceration. So many firsts that will stand out in my mind. 
It doesn't have to be all about the patients though too. For instance on Canada day when Dr. Dave had 
the Canadian flag flying in the treatment room. Or when it was cupcake day and Dr. Rich ate about 7-8 
cupcakes in one sitting! Or when Kelli our previous diagnostic intern went to go grab a wild turkey and it 
was playing hide and seek with her. So many memories to cherish! 
 
Comment From katiesmom   
Did you ever get critter slippers??? They are pretty warm!!! 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I did get some critter slippers from Kelli our diagnostic intern as a going away present. They were sea 
turtles of course ;) 
 
Comment From Lynda in AZ   
Dr. Kristin, which patient(s) is/are the most memorable for you? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
So many memorable patients. All the various bears! The ones that came in emaciated and needed 
critical care to get back to good health. "Zombie" the little Eastern Screech Owl that never gave up 
despite all he went through to fix his fractured wing and injured patagium. The snapping turtle that had 
necrotic wounds on her plastron that went all the way to her coelom and took months and months to 
heal. The little bat who had an abscess on the side of his body that put up with flushing his wounds daily. 
All success stories and all so very memorable. 
 
Comment From katiesmom   
My favorite story about you Dr. Kristen is about Zombie and the compassion that you were staying with 
while he passed away - only to have him come back to life! Still makes for leaky eyes for me! 
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Comment From David in VA.   
Dr. Kristen I never got to speak with you here but have heard MANY wonderful things about you and 
your work here at WCV. I know the staff there will miss you and I wish you the best on your future 
endeavors. 
 
Comment From Debbie in Maine   
Thanks for all your wonderful work on behalf of WCV critters, Dr. Kristin! Best wishes on your next 
journey--we will miss you! 
 
Comment From izzy   
Loving Dr. Kristin's choice of picture :) 
 
Comment From katiesmom   
Hi Dr. Kristin, thanks for spending some time with us this morning - we know that it is crazy busy there. 
 
Comment From tinksmom/MO   
A beautiful story about Zombie, a leaky eye one for sure! 
 
Comment From ♥ Jakermo♥   
Well, we are certainly going to miss you. Know you will be busy, but maybe you could share some of 
your cases with us from Canada. 
 
Comment From PatNWFL   
What kind of bears are in Canada? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I think they have Brown Bears, Black Bears, and Polar Bears. . . who knows maybe we'll get in a slew of 
bears in Canada as well. At least I know I will be coming well prepared!! I enjoyed working with all the 
Black Bears here at the WCV very very much. So much fun to watch them grow up in front of your eyes 
and see them released! 
 
Comment From Susan from NJ   
Dr. Kristin, we will miss you! Who was your most challenging patient during your time at WCV? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I think my most challenging patient was "Zombie" He had a radius and ulnar fracture that I pinned and 
he had many complications during the surgery that put his life in real danger. He then decided he didn't 
like his hardware and pulled out a pin! Then after that he started to develop a patagial stiffness and 
contracture due to the fact that he had to be bandaged long term since he pulled out his pin! It was just 
one thing after another with this little guy and I wasn't sure if he'd ever make it to recovery, but he did 
and I'm so happy for him!! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://www.swvawildlifecenter.org/photos-and-stories.html 
 
Comment From Stephen in NC   
Dr. Kristin, we have grown to love so many staff whom we've had to let leave, but we don't let go. We 
hold you to your promise to keep in touch and post reports. You will see lots of familiar names. We are 
so fortunate to have learned from you and with you this year. Godspeed. 
 
Comment From GN   
Sayonara. Take it easy. Here's looking at you, kid. Au revoir. Aloha. Ciao. Gule gule. Farewell. We will 
miss you. 
 
Comment From ♥ Jakermo♥   
WOW! That was so nice from GN. 
 
                     ๏  ๏)   

Dr. K, our kids would now like to know what was the most DIFFICULT surgical patient you had, in terms 
of what they required. 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I think one of the more difficult patient's I've had have to be the really small ones. Phebe needed her 
eye removed and she was so tiny! I had to wear special magnification loops to even see what I was doing 
on that small little face. I think another difficult case was a yearling bear that had come in that had been 
hit by a car and had some significant internal damage. . . unfortunately this patient was difficult in the 
way that it was so injured internally and so many organs and tissues were involved that we could not 
save him. Those types of patients are very difficult because there is nothing we could do to fix the 
trauma. 
 
Comment From janeinstpete   
Dr. K, do you have an ultimate ideal specialty and location in mind? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
The dream job? I used to think it was aquatic patients, so working at a rehab facility or aquarium used to 
be my dream job. Now after experiencing a wide variety of animals through my training I have 
broadened this to encompass all sorts of wildlife and zoo animals. I think I would be happiest near the 
coast somewhere and working with wildlife, zoo animals, aquatics, you name it! 
 
Comment From Mr. Spock   
Live long and prosper. 
 
 
 

http://www.swvawildlifecenter.org/photos-and-stories.html
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Comment From Steph in Maryland   
Dr. Kristin, you truly have a special gift and we thank you for your care of these animals. The best of luck 
at your new adventure in Canada. You will rock! 
 
Comment From katiesmom   
You missed alveterzane - GN! 
 
Comment From wren of NVA   
Wow you have really traveled in your studies. So you must have worked with many different kinds of 
animals. Have you noticed anything different about treating wildlife inVA? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I've really been lucky to be here at the WCV in the fact that the treatment of animals here is exactly 
what I would expect at any companion animal hospital. If there's a turtle with a hook in its esophagus I 
can retrieve it with endoscopy! If an avian patient has a broken wing I can surgically fix that wing! If 
there's a fractured turtle shell I can piece that back together as well. Baby bunnies, opossums, squirrels. 
. . they all get the best of care here. This has been a really amazing place to be and learn from the best! 
 
Comment From Guest   
You have so much to look forward to. Keep in touch when you can. We all wish you much success! 
 
Comment From julia phx az   
Would you ever work with dogs and cats? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I used to work with dogs and cats! I was an intern in California at an emergency hospital for companion 
animals. Before vet school I was a technician and worked only with cats and dogs for 4 years. I do love 
working with cats and dogs, but my passion is with the more unusual patients. 
 
Comment From izzy   
Dr. Kristin what is it like moving the bears from one enclosure to another, did you ever find it a bit 
unnerving? Seems like such a huge task! 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
It was a huge task at times! That was a lot of bears! I think moving days were one of my favorite days as 
well because after they were darted we really got to see how much they had changed for the better! It 
was a little unnerving the first time I had to go into the bear yard by myself with free ranging bears. 
Acting quickly and making sure everyone is safe is our top priority! 
 



Special Guest: Dr. Kristin Britton  Page 13 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Special Guest: Dr. Kristin Britton  Page 14 
 

 
 
Comment From jtct   
How old were you when you realized this is what you wanted to do with your life? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
Goodness, another tough question. If you would have asked me when I was in elementary school I 
would have said a veterinarian, or nurse, or Olympian! As for when I really discovered what I wanted to 
do with my life was a process. I think I realized I wanted to be involved with wildlife after working an 
internship up at the Alaska Sealife Center. I got to work with a variety of marine wildlife medically and 
really enjoyed it, but wasn't sure I wanted the full responsibility of being "the vet." I was a veterinary 
technician for about 5 years and after clients and staff telling me that I should really be a vet I finally 
took the plunge! I'm so very glad I did because I can't imagine doing anything else! 
 
Comment From tinksmom/MO   
Dr. Kristin, where do you want to eventually practice? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I have been so many places and I LOVE to travel so settling down somewhere seems almost strange. I 
feel like choosing a place to live would be really hard with all the adventures I've had. I grew up on the 
West Coast so I am fairly partial to that part of the country, but I love the East Coast too and all the 
differences in between. I'll let the wind decide for me where I'll end up! ;P 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
I don’t think anyone gets to work at WCV unless they have passion so that is awesome Dr Kristin! 
 
Comment From ♥ Jakermo♥   
Did you have a chance to work with Buddy much? 
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Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
I didn't get to do much with Buddy medically since he's been a happy healthy boy, but he does get 
regular beak trimmings so we've come pretty close face to face! He also makes his calls to me when I'm 
making my rounds outside. It's always fun to talk back with him. 
 
Comment From tinksmom/MO   
Oops, are you going to take some "me time" before you begin your new duties? 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
My "me time" will be driving up to Canada with my significant other Brandon and my dog Riley! We only 
have a little less than a week, but we hope to see some country side none of us have seen before and 
soak up as much of it as we can before I have to start up again in Canada! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think that concludes all the questions -- which is good, as I imagine Dr. Kristin has to get back to her 
loooonnnnng list of things to do and patients to treat! Thanks everyone, for tuning in, and thanks Dr. 
Kristin for your time!  Dr. K's last day is June 24! 
 
Comment From Teresa/Davis   
Congratulations on your new adventure. You'll have to compare notes with Miranda on WCV and 
Saskatoon. 
 
Comment From Barb, NJ   
Dr Kristin, your caring heart is so very apparent and will serve you well in the future 
 
Comment From ♥ Jakermo♥   
Those are great pictures. Thank you for sharing them. Of course, we remember them all since we were 
having play by play with AA or Randy on the Cam blog. 
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥   
I hope you stay in touch and send AA a picture to post now and then of your work in Canada. In your 
snowsuit :) 
 
                     ๏  ๏)   

Thank you for spending part of your very busy day with all of us, Dr. K. Our kids LOVED this session ~~ 
they learned so much! Take care, and GO TAKE CARE OF WILDLIFE, they need your extraordinary talents! 
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Comment From tinksmom/MO   
Thank you Dr. Kristin and Amanda for your time! 
 
Comment From Cathy in Poquoson   
Thank you, Dr. Kristin, for being such a special part of WCV. We will miss you and wish you all the best in 
your future! 
 
Comment From tinksmom/MO   
You know we get spoiled by and attached to all the staff at the Center, always sad to see the time come 
to an end, on the other hand it is a given that you and all the others have received the best possible 
education during your internships. Best wishes and safe travels. 
 

 
 
Comment From ♥ Jakermo♥   
I will be coming to Virginia as you are leaving. Sorry I won't see you. Happy Trails. 
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Comment From CarolinaGirl   
I need to go now, so I will say thank you for all you have done for the critters at WCV and wish you only 
the best in your new journey. Be sure to stop for a visit from time to time and let us know how you are 
doing in Canada. 
 

Dr. Kristin, WCV:  
It has been such a pleasure to talk with everyone and I will try to keep in touch from Canada! Thank you 
all for the well wishes. As I've said before I've met some really incredible people while here at the WCV 
and will miss everyone terribly. Thank you for all your support!!! 
 
Comment From Laurie Va. Bch   
Dr. Kristine I Love your passion for all critters. Good Luck to you on your future adventures. Thank you 
for all you have done at WCV!! You will be missed 
 
Comment From Robin (NY,NY)   
After Canada, may I suggest the lovely North Carolina coastline and the NC Aquarium at Pine Knoll 
Shores (Emerald Island)--a lot warmer than Canada, although not the variety of wildlife at WCV. (A little 
PR for my favorite place, coastal NC!) 
 

 



Special Guest: Dr. Kristin Britton  Page 18 
 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Bye, everyone! 
 
 
 


