














HudsonWelcome,
Hudson, a Gyrfalcon, was transferred to the Wildlife 
Center in 2017 from another wildlife educator. 
Although Hudson’s full history is unknown, he was 
hatched in captivity, likely in 2005, and was used as a 
falconry bird for a number of  years before “retiring” 
as an education bird. 

In the wild, Gyrfalcons live in extreme Arctic and 
subarctic climates. Hudson was named for Hudson 
Bay.

Rocking with Hudson.  Amanda Nicholson, the 
Center’s Director of  Outreach, has had primary 
responsibility for working with Hudson.  As part of  
that process, she created a flat, turfed perch inside his 
enclosure – “home base” and the spot where 
Amanda leaves food.
 
“About two to three weeks into the training process,” 
Amanda has said, “there were a couple of  times when 
I’d enter the enclosure to find a rock on our ‘home 
base’ perch. I didn’t think anything of  it, and brushed 
them off  the perch. … 

 “As the weeks progressed, I intermittently found 
more rocks placed on the food drop perch – and one 
time, a small piece of  wood. Was there a chance he 
was putting them on ‘our’ perch, for me?

“In reality, I have no idea why he likes moving rocks 
around. But on the day I found a heart-shaped one 
on our perch, I decided to embrace my inner 
anthropomorphized version of  the scenario – 
Hudson was leaving me presents!”




